
MRC Monthly Reports: November 2014-January 2015 
 
County: Snohomish 
Month/Year: November & December 2014 and January 2015 
Submitted by: Kathleen Herrmann 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-chair, NWSC 
representative/alternate, staff): 
 
Elections were held at the January 21, 2015 Snohomish MRC Meeting. Paul Schlenger was re-elected as the MRC Chair. 
Simon Geerlofs and Franchesca Perez will continue as Co-Vice chairs. Lincoln Loehr will continue as the NWSC 
representative with Tom Hoban as the alternate. Tom Hoban will represent the MRC at the Snohomish LIO meetings. All 
elected positions were passed unanimously. 
 
Snohomish MRC is recruiting for two-three new members for a three year term that runs 2015 – 2017. MRC members 
and staff interviewed candidates on January 23rd and will be making a decision shortly. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from past month such 
as number of participants or highlights): 
 
MRC staff, Kathleen Herrmann and Alyson Rae, attended the Focus on Farming Conference on November 20th, 2014. 
Kathleen Herrmann presented the MRC’s Port Susan Marine Stewardship Area video to over 500 attendees. 
 
MRC members and staff attended NOAA Nite in Mukilteo on November 6thand displayed the MRC booth. The event gave 
local citizens the chance to learn about and talk with scientists working at the NOAA Mukilteo Research Station. The 
event was attended by approximately 100 people. 
 
The MRC Co-hosted the Edmonds Starlight Beach Walk on January 17th, 2015 with WSU Beach Watchers and the City of 
Edmonds.  The Event was attended by over 75 local residents despite the inclement weather.  MRC Member Susan 
Tarpley gave an nice overview of the MRC program. 
 
The Snohomish MRC participated in a half-day Strategic Planning Retreat on January 21st, 2015 to develop the MRC’s 
workplan for 2015-2016. 
 
Several MRC members and staff will attend Sound Waters in Langley on February 7th, 2015 and display the MRC booth.  
 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
 
The MRC was awarded a Puget Sound Marine and Nearshore grant for $15,000 for education and outreach for the 
Nearshore Beach Restoration Project. The MRC is planning to use this funding for interpretive signage and a ribbon 
cutting event once the restoration is complete.  Signs will be placed at Howarth Park and at the nearby Edgewater Beach 
Park. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 
Nearshore Beach Restoration Project –Construction is targeted for late summer/early fall 2015. Interpretive signage 
design and development will contracted through a competitive RFP process.   
  
Crabber Education – The subcommittee held a focus group with members of the Washington State Recreational Crabber 
Advisory Committee in December 2014. Information gathered from this focus group is helping to inform the 
development of a social marketing plan to reduce pot loss in Snohomish County. A second follow up focus group will be 
held in the coming months with the project’s target audience. 
 



Oil Spill Subcommittee – Subcommittee members have met with Snohomish County Department of Emergency 
Management (DEM) and Department of Ecology staff over the last few months. The subcommittee has created a list of 
potential projects and needs to decide which to move forward. A draft letter was developed for MRC consideration to 
review and then send to DEM. 
 
Port Susan Bulkhead Removal – The MRC is in the process of contracting with Anchor QEA/CGS to complete the initial 
tasks for the Port Susan Bulkhead Removal which includes an erosion risk assessment and identifying viable sites for 
bulkhead removal or soft shore restoration. A subcommittee is being formed to support this project in conjunction with 
the Foundation’s Shoreline Armoring Reduction Project (SHARP). 
 
Port Susan CAP Review – The MRC hired Abby Hook of Hook Knauer LLC to complete a report card update of the 
strategies identified in the Port Susan CAP to document progress made in the past few years. The report card is being 
finalized by the Snohomish County graphics department and will be distributed to project partners and the Everett 
Herald. 
 
Derelict Gear Removal – The NWSF contracted with Washington DNR to complete derelict crab pot removal in Port 
Gardner in January 2015. The MRC is pursuing crab pot removal around Hat Island which was surveyed in 2013.   
 
Meadowdale Feasibility Study – MRC staff is working with Snohomish County Parks to select a design to improve 
Meadowdale Park beach access and salmon habitat.  A recent project team meeting has determined three project 
alternatives to be developed for the feasibility study. 
 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to the Commission, 
etc.): 
 
The MRC submitted a letter of support to the City of Mukilteo to support a parcel acquisition. Acquisition of this parcel 
would allow for daylighting of Japanese Gulch Creek.  Mukilteo City Council voted to approve the acquisition. 
 
 
County: Whatcom 
Month/Year: DECEMBER 2014 - JANUARY 2015 
Submitted by: Austin Rose 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-chair, NWSC 
representative/alternate, staff): 
 
At the November MRC Meeting, nominations were held for all MRC officer positions (Chair, Vice Chair, NWSC rep, NWSC 
alt rep.).  All nominations were accepted at the January meeting resulting in the following appointments: 
 

 Rachel Benbrook – Chair 

 Elizabeth Kilanowski – Vice-Chair 

 Ken Carrasco – NWSC Rep 

 Chris Brown – NWSC alt 
 
The County Executive’s Office forwarded two applications for the Economic interest position vacancy.  A 
recommendation was requested from the Executive’s Office for the most appropriate applicant on file for the open 
position.  The Executive Subcommittee recommended the appointment of Pete Granger to represent the Economic 
Interest position on the MRC.  Pete is a retired, yet still works part time for WSU Sea Grant and continues to fish part 
time as a reefnet fishermen at Lummi Island. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from past month such 
as number of participants or highlights): 
 



 The MRC and the Northwest Straits Foundation co-hosted a Bellingham Green Drinks event at Brandywine 
Kitchen on December 3.  Approximately 90 community members attended.  Taylor Shellfish donated 25 lbs of 
manila clams and Kulshan Brewery donated a 1/6 barrel of red ale, which helped keep the conversations lively.  
17 people signed up to receive updates on MRC activities and meetings. 
 

 Eight MRC members attend the Annual MRC Conference in Port Townsend December 5-6.  The Whatcom MRC 
was given an award in recognition of the 2014 clam survey done in partnership with the Garden of the Salish Sea 
Curriculum in North Chuckanut Bay. 
 

 The MRC conducted a capacity survey to better understand the overall volunteer capacity and interests of 
members.  The results showed that 90% of those that filled out the survey would like to devote their time 
toward policy recommendations while still pursuing education and outreach, and monitoring projects.  MRC 
staff and the MRC Chair are working to fit in policy discussions into the monthly meeting agenda, as well as 
identify opportunities for the MRC to effectively provide sound recommendations on policy.   
  

 On January 22, the MRC and WWIN co-hosted the Bellingham Bay State of the Bay Symposium at the Bellingham 
Ferry Terminal, as part of the Public Speaker Series.  This all-day event was meant to bring together researchers, 
managers, tribes, elected officials, and interested citizens to understand the physical, chemical, and biological 
status of Bellingham Bay including new research needs and methods to link research to resource managers.   
Approximately, 206 people participated in the event.   
 

 At the February MRC meeting, the MRC will host guest speaker Doug Huddle who will talk about the distribution 
and abundance of local salmonids, what is was like historically, and some of the misunderstandings about the 
decline of certain salmon species.  This event is also a part of the MRC/WWIN Public Speaker Series. 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
 

 In 2012, the MRC provided a letter of support to augment the City of Blaine’s Drayton Harbor Centennial Clean 
Water grant proposal in order to help enhance water quality to Drayton Harbor in support of recreational and 
commercial shellfish harvest.  Through this effort, the MRC promised $2000 of in kind or cash contributions to 
the planning and hosting of a community event for the community and elected officials.  The City of Blaine was 
awarded the Centennial Clean Water funds and plans are underway for the MRC to partner with NSEA is 
planning a community event for May 2015. 

 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 

 The MRC project development subcommittee reviewed four proposals from graphic artists for work on Jerry 
Journey.  A finalist was chosen in December and MRC staff and Foundation staff are finalizing the contract for 
Phase I to be complete by the end of summer 2015. 
 

 Rachel Benbrook is taking the lead on a grant opportunity to fund a SLR vulnerability assessment for Whatcom 
County.  Rachel and MRC staff are currently meeting with County, City, and Tribes to assess the feasibility and 
need for this work.   
 

 Wendy Steffensen presented resulted from the Boulevard Park intertidal monitoring at the January MRC 
meeting.   These results and project information will be posted to the MRC website soon.   The MRC is 
considering supporting Wendy to conduct a similar survey at the I&J waterway cleanup site on Bellingham Bay 
before habitat restoration is conducted. 

 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to the Commission, 
etc): 

 
 



County: San Juan 
Month/Year: December 2014 and January 2015 
Submitted by:  Greg Ayers 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-chair, NWSC 
representative/alternate, staff): 
 
Marta Branch will begin focusing only on her activates as MRC coordinator.  As this is funded as only a 0.55 FTE position, 
our MRC wrote a letter to county council requesting additional MRC support to make the position 1.0 FTE.  Other 
sources of grant funding are also in the process of identification. 
 
Ken Sebens will be finishing his term with the MRC in March 2015, and Megan Dethier has agreed to join the MRC.  They 
serve as our representatives from Friday Harbor Labs. 
 
Barbara Rosenkotter is leaving San Juan County as our Lead Entity for Salmon Recovery.  No replacement has been 
announced 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from past month such 
as number of participants or highlights): 
 
SJC MRC held our annual retreat on December 17 and 18 at Friday Harbor Labs.  All MRC members were present for at 
least a part of the meeting.   A draft 2014 report to council was edited and finalized.  More important was the 
development of the 2015 workplan.  Expansion of present activities, as well as evaluation of new, potential 
opportunities were discussed.  Expansion ideas to be included in the plan included integration and opportunities related 
to the “Leave no Trace” program, eelgrass monitoring, and student scientist participation in bull kelp monitoring.  
Additionally members of the MRC are determining ways to appropriately partner with the reviving Youth Conservation 
Corps. 
 
Planning continues for the Marine Managers Workshop for March.  The topic will be related to marine traffic issues and 
opportunities.  The vessel traffic workshops is being coordinated with VEDA and is scheduled for March 26th and 27th 
2015 in Friday Harbor, exact location TBD.  The MRC is determining appropriate local elected officials for the workshop 
 
The San Juan County workshop concerning oil spills is being organized by VEDA contractors, with financial support from 
the NWS foundation.   The workshop is scheduled for March 28, 2015, the day following the San Juan County Marine 
Managers workshop. 
 
Ed Hale, director of the San Juan County Stormwater Utility, presented their monitoring data related to Eastsound  on 
Orcas, Fisherman’s Bay on Lopez and Garrison Bay on San Juan Island.  Presently their work is primarly funded through a 
$265,000/year, 3-year grant program that is half-way though its activities; hence final data is not available but wanted to 
share with the MRC the preliminary, initial data.  He reported on the process and findings of their monitoring program, 
which includes periodic samples on days of heavy rainfall.  He discussed the impact of the various monitored values on 
near shore habitat and the marine environment.  While similarities exist related to dissolved oxygen and pH between 
the sites, difference is metals and other analytes differ between the sites (for instance more metals found in Garrison 
Bay that could be the result of bottom paint).   Lastly he shared projects the Stormwater Utility intends to undertake 
including increased management of runoff in Eastsound Village and work they are doing related to ponds and ditches 
along roadways to allow for better storm water management.  He encouraged the MRC to take a more formal role in the 
Stormwater committee, where there are 2 open spaces he would like to see filled by MRC members.  Presently we have 
a MRC member as an observer, volunteers will be solicited for these 2 more formal spots. 
 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
 
Funding discussions for near-shore monitoring related to a controversial bridge replacement in Deer Harbor is ongoing.  
Private donor from the area is making funds available for the project through the Foundation to the SJC MRC for the 



project. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to the Commission, 
etc): 
 
Barbara Bentley has been nominated to serve on two state committees, 1) the Puget Sound Ecosystem Monitoring 
Program (PSEMP) and 2) as the LIO liaison for the state Puget Sound Partnership Science Panel. 
 
Due to the new reservation system in the San Juan Islands, Orcas Landing will require expansion onto county property to 
allow for queuing.  Given the quantity of the potential run-off, and its composition, MRC will be providing input to 
county council as the project moves forward. 
 
San Juan County Council is adding the revision of the SMP to their 2015 agenda.  Efforts had slowed last year as other 
more pressing planning activities, such as changes to the CAOs, absorbed Council time.  The MRC has been asked to 
comment, as appropriate, throughout the review and change process. 

 
 
 
County:  Jefferson 
Month/Year:  November 2014 
Submitted by:  Cheryl Lowe 
 
Membership/Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-chair, NWSC 
representative/alternate, staff):     

 Neil Harrington is now the Tribal Rep Alternate for the MRC. 

 Jill Silver has resigned as MRC Environmental Rep Alternate.   
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from past month such as 
number of participants or highlights):   
 
Past meetings & Events:   

 The JCMRC’s Nov. 4th meeting was attended by 13 members and staff, and 3 guests.  Mike Dawson, Jefferson 
County Environmental Health Water Quality Specialist, gave a good presentation about the County’s current 
monitoring program with a focus on shoreline and shellfish monitoring and problem areas. Other meeting items 
included a follow-up discussion about the Ocean Health forum, project updates and MRC conference planning. 

 Shannon Davis attended the October NWSC meeting. 

 The Executive Committee met on Nov. 19, 2014.   

 Cheryl Lowe talked to the Citizen Action Training School class about the NW Straits Initiative and the Jefferson 
MRC in a presentation on Nov. 12 in Sequim, WA. 

 Rain Garden installations completed. See Project Updates, below. The introductory Rain Gardens 101 program 
was attended by about 10 people. 

 
Upcoming meetings/events:   

 Scott Brewer, Director for the Hood Canal Coordinating Council, will be the featured speaker for the December 
MRC meeting, speaking about their regional salmon project prioritization process 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):   
 Initial work for the WDFW Marine and Nearshore shoreline landowner grant (NWSF) and the ESRP Feeder Bluff 
grants have begun.   
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 



 
1. Fort Townsend SP Nearshore: Draft Monitoring Plan submitted to NWSF for review. JARPA permit applications 

underway.  
2. Rain Gardens Project:  Two new rain gardens were installed along Garfield Street in Port Townsend in early 

November.  City of Port Townsend public works crew generously contributed in-kind site preparation work and 
materials. Contractors, MRC and WSU Extension staff and 13 volunteers provided the labor to do the final site 
detail work, install the plants and mulch everything.  The volunteer effort donated by schooner Adventuress 
crew (Sound Experience) was especially invaluable on the first day of installation. Other volunteers included 
WSU Beach Watchers, MRC member Troy McKelvey and one of the landowners.  Maintenance will be provided 
by WSU Extension Beach Watchers and Master Gardener volunteers for the next two years, and then 
maintenance will be the responsibility of the adjacent landowners. Interpretive signs are the next step. 

3. Outreach and Education:  The Education/Outreach Plan was discussed at the first meeting of the Education 
Committee on Nov. 4th.  

4. Port Townsend Eelgrass buoys:  nothing new. 
5. SoundIQ:  Some of the base layers are up and running.  

 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to the Commission, 
etc.):  
 
JCMRC has a new logo.  
 

 
 
County:  Jefferson 
Month/Year:  January 2015 
Submitted by:  Cheryl Lowe 
 
Membership/Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-chair, NWSC 
representative/alternate, staff):   
 
Michael Adams (District 3) resigned due to health issues. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from past month such as 
number of participants or highlights):   
 
Past Meetings & Events:   

 The JCMRC’s Jan. 6th meeting was attended by 13 members/staff and 5 guests.  Lisa Kaufman from the NWS 
Foundation led a discussion about NWSF programs, projects and collaborations with MRCs as well as a 
conversation about artificial marine habitats provided by rock jetties in marinas like Point Hudson compared to 
armor removal projects in areas like Fort Townsend State Park. 

 Shannon Davis, Dale Moses and Cheryl Lowe plan to attend the January NWSC meeting in Coupeville. 

 MRC Executive Committee met on Jan. 20, 2014, with Al, Lucas, Shannon and Cheryl in attendance.   

 Education Committee (Gordon, Bob, Sarah, Judy D and Cheryl) met on Jan 15 to work on the 
Education/Outreach Plan.  

 Oil Spill Preparedness workshop is set for January 28, 1-4:30 pm at the county courthouse. 

 Cheryl attended an MRC staff training session at Padilla Bay on Jan. 13. 



 
Upcoming Meetings/Events:   

 Shoreline Landowners workshop (NWS Foundation grant) is set for March 7 in Port Hadlock at the Jefferson 
County library. Publicity will go out in February. 

 February 5th Chumsortium meeting will include a SoundIQ presentation to local partner conservation 
organizations. 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):   

NWS Foundation received a $15,000 award from ESRP for education/outreach work at Fort Townsend State 
Park, which will be implemented in partnership with JCMRC. 

 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 

6. Port Townsend Eelgrass buoys:  Conversations with permitting agencies begun. Permit for Port Townsend buoys 
is good until 2019.  (Mystery Bay and South Port Townsend Bay/Port Hadlock no-anchor zone buoys will be 
renewed this year.)  

7. Fort Townsend SP Nearshore: All permits submitted. HPA permit approved.  
8. Rain Gardens Project: There was a nice article in the Port Townsend Leader about the rain gardens installation 

and partnerships. Bob Simmons has received 3 new requests for rain garden assistance as a result of this project. 
One of these is a rain garden at the Port of Port Townsend Point Hudson facility, scheduled for installation in 
spring 2015.  

9. Outreach and Education:  Education/Outreach Plan is in draft form following the Jan. Education Committee 
meeting. A Shore Stewards newsletter on marine water quality monitoring projects was distributed to 275 Shore 
Stewards (WSU Extension program).  

 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to the Commission, 
etc.): None. 
 
 
County: Island  
Month/Year: January 2015 
Submitted by: Anna Toledo  
 
Membership/Leadership changes  (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-chair, NWSC 
representative/alternate, staff):   
 
The following MRC members had terms that ended December 31, 2014, and are leaving the MRC: Christine Goodwin, 
Joe Hillers, Dick Toft, and Ken Urstad. The following MRC members have been reappointed to new 3-year terms starting 
January 1, 2015: Lenny Corin, Leal Dickson, and Ed Halloran (Curt Gordon will serve as alternate). The following 
individuals joined the MRC, having been appointed to 3-year terms starting January 1, 2015: Edward Adams, Ruth 
Richards, and Elsa Schwartz. 
 
The Chair of the Board of Island County Commissioners serves as an ex-oficio member. The Chair for 2015 is Helen Price 
Johnson, taking the place of Jill Johnson. At the January meeting  Frances Wood was re-elected as the MRC Chair, and 
Linda Rhodes was  re-elected as Vice-Chair.  Both will be serving a  one-year term. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from past month such 
as number of participants or highlights):   
 
MRC Meetings:   
At the November 4 meeting, Linda Rhodes gave an informational presentation on net pens in response to the County 
Commissioners' request for research concerning salmon net pens. At the November 11 meeting, Ed Halloran gave an 
update on the Port of South Whidbey and their ongoing projects. At the December 16 meeting, the Executive 

http://ext100.wsu.edu/jefferson/wp-content/uploads/sites/48/2012/10/NOV.2014-SS-Water-Quality_Final.pdf


Committee brought forward proposed changes to the MRC's by-laws.  After discussion, and minor modifications, the 
MRC approved the revised by-laws. At the January 6 meeting, the outgoing members were recognized and new 
members introduced. At the January 20 meeting, Birdie Davenport from the Washington State Department of Natural 
Resources and Rick Baker from the Whidbey Watershed Stewards did a presentation on stewardship for the Smith and 
Minor Islands Aquatic Reserve. 
 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): No updates. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 
Forage Fish:  A scope of work is being developed with Dan Penttila on a monitoring strategy for forage fish egg sampling.   
 
Phytoremediation: A report on the August metals analysis indicated that the outflow water from phytoremediation 
boxes showed a reduction in copper, lead, and zinc. The final analysis was conducted in December, and will  reported on 
later in the year. 
 
Estuary Seining: The seining schedule has been developed for 2015, to run from February to June. A training session is 
set for Friday, February 13. 
 
Pigeon Guillemot Monitoring:  A non-breeding season survey of Pigeon Guillemots is being conducted, to identify where 
birds are present. The majority of bird sightings have been reported at the Keystone offshore structure. 
 
Eelgrass: The videos which are used to monitor the health of eelgrass beds have been completed and will be reviewed.  
A report is scheduled for our April meeting. 
  
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to the Commission, 
etc):  
 
 
County: Clallam 
Month/Year: January 2015 
Submitted by: Cathy Lear 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-chair, NWSC 
representative/alternate, staff): Mary Ellen Winborn is the newly elected Director of Community Development.  
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from past month such 
as number of participants or highlights): 
 
Oil Spill Forum: The MRC is coordinating with Northwest Straits Foundation to offer an oil spill awareness workshop and 
forum.  An afternoon workshop will focus on Incident Command and other technical issues. An evening forum, geared 
for the general public, will explore how agencies respond to an oil spill and present the results of current oil spill risk 
research.  The forum is scheduled for February 5th.  
 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  Kevin LoPiccolo’s time is 
donated as in-kind assistance through Clallam County Department of Community Development.  
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified):  MRC members are 
gearing up for the 2015 intern project. Members will set the work plan and begin the outreach efforts for the interns. 

 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to the Commission, 
etc):  MRC members are reviewing and commenting on the Clallam County Shoreline Master Program. Clallam County 
Planning Commission hearings will be held in February.


