
 
 

Executive Committee Meeting 
March 16, 2015  9:00 am – 10:00 am 

Conference Call 
 
Executive Committee Members: Nan McKay, Jerry Masters, Ken Carrasco 
Commission/Foundation Staff: Ginny Broadhurst, Holly Faulstich, Joan Drinkwin, Terry Stevens 
 
Retreat Debrief 
 
The Executive Committee offered their thoughts and opinions on the March 12-13 NWSI annual retreat and 
discussed next steps. All agreed it was helpful to get everyone in the same room thinking about work plans for next 
year and ways to move the strategic plan forward. They noted it was difficult to discuss issues at the level of detail 
desired due to a large number of participants. The EC is looking forward to seeing the summary notes and outcomes 
from the meeting and will continue to work at the Commission and Foundation levels to continue to push forward the 
outcomes from the retreat. 
 
Sustainability Plan – Process for Updating 
 
Time did not allow for a discussion of the 2012 Sustainability Plan during the retreat, but Ginny wanted to ensure it 
got addressed. She suggested forming a small group or subcommittee, including the External Relations Committee 
and Foundation staff, that would take on the challenge of reviewing and updating the plan. Nan volunteered to help 
out. They made a goal of presenting recommendations to the Commission at the April 24 meeting and approving a 
revised Sustainability Plan at the May meeting. 
 
NWSC Agenda for April Meeting 
 
Ginny informed the group that the April 24 Commission meeting will be a WebEx conference call from 10 am – 12 pm. 
She will ask Marc Daily to provide an update on the Action Agenda and the EPA funding model, which may extend 
the call by 15-30 minutes. Other suggestions for agenda items included: retreat debrief and discussion of outcomes, 
presentation of candidates for May elections, External Relations Committee update, and MRC conference dates and 
venue decision.  
 
Roundtable 
 
Ginny announced that she will be attending Puget Sound Day in Washington DC during the last week of March. 
 
The group discussed a crab pot loss reduction project that was brought up at the retreat and how best to move this 
project forward, whether individually or as a joint effort. Joan offered to schedule a conference call the following 
week for all interested parties to discuss this topic.  
 
Next meeting 
 
The next meeting of the Executive Committee will be on April 20 from 10:00-11:00am. 



 
 

External Relations Committee Meeting 
Northwest Straits Office – Padilla Bay Reserve  

March 30, 2015 1:30 am – 3:00 pm 
 
Committee Members present: Jerry Masters (chair), Tom Cowan, Nan McKay 
Commission Staff: Ginny Broadhurst 
 
The committee referred to meeting notes from the last ER committee meeting from Jan 8, which contained 
a list of action items and assignments.  The group checked in on progress of those actions, not necessarily 
in the order in which they appear in the Jan 8 meeting notes. 

Ginny provided an overview of Puget Sound on the Hill day on March 25.  The event was organized by 
Reps Kilmer and Heck in coordination with the Puget Sound Partnership.  A group of about 25 met with 
legislative staff and elected officials throughout the day in an effort to improve understanding of Puget 
Sound recovery efforts.  It was successful in helping to gel collaboration among Puget Sound 
organizations and raise awareness of the size, complexity and needs of Puget Sound recovery efforts.  

Jerry contacted Sen Markos Liias and will meet with him after session is over.  Nan confirmed meeting 
with Rep Hans Dunshee after the legislative session is over.  

Ginny provided an overview of the Coastal MRC Forum in late January and specifically some of the 
discussions around funding. Ginny talked to Sen Ranker during the Coastal MRC Forum and confirmed that 
the Senator is interested in finding funding for Veterans crews to survey forage fish spawning beaches.  

Ginny talked to Jeff Parsons, legislative affairs director at the Puget Sound Partnership and discussed 
collaborative legislative outreach. Further discussion will occur after the legislative session is over.   

The committee discussed the existing sustainability plan and agreed that the overall direction of the plan 
is correct – diversified funding continues to be essential.  Recognizing that the time is right for making 
budget requests of local governments, the committee focused on best ways to assist MRCs in making 
those requests.  

• The committee suggested that local governments that have never pitched in funding before might 
be more inclined to help if the request was for just 10% (or about $7000) as a point of entry, and a 
goal of at least $20K could be phased in.   

• Request for state funding should be worked on collaboratively with the Partnership and others, 
such as TNC and Surfrider in an effort to fund in concert with the Coastal MRCs.  Other means of 
finding state support should be explored such as the use of fees related to crabbing.  

• Federal funding requests should continue to target EPA and NOAA. 
• The overall goal needs to be to rebuild the budget to $1.6 and higher.  
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