
 
 

Northwest Straits Commission 
February 27, 2015   10:00 am – 12:15 pm 

WebEx Conference Call 
 
Attendees 
 
Commission Members: Nan McKay, Dale Moses (Jefferson), Jeff Ward (Clallam), Tom Temple (San Juan 
Alternate), Ken Carrasco (Whatcom), Lincoln Loehr (Snohomish), Lenny Corin (Island), Jerry Masters, 
Cecilia Gobin (Alternate), Terrie Klinger 
 
Additional MRC Representation: Kathleen Herrmann (Snohomish) 
 
Commission Staff: Ginny Broadhurst, Caroline Gibson, Sasha Horst, Holly Faulstich  
 
Others in Attendance: Joan Drinkwin (NWS Foundation), Ron Thom (Alternate), Terry Stevens (Padilla 
Bay Reserve), Suzanna Stoike (PSP) 
 
Absent: Christine Woodward, Sheida Sahandy, Terry Williams, Greg Ayers 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
 
Nan opened the meeting with introductions, in Christine’s absence.  
 
Approval of October Meeting Minutes 
 
The minutes from the January 30, 2015 NW Straits Commission meeting were approved as written. 
 
MRC Reports 
 
Clallam: Jeff reported that the MRC’s February 5 oil spill response and preparedness forum was well-
attended and garnered positive feedback. A HAZWOPER class and two oiled wildlife rescue trainings will 
be held in March and April. MRC members are gearing up for the 2015 internship project; letters of 
interest for the four intern positions are due February 28. Mike Doherty will be applying to join the MRC. 
 
Snohomish: Lincoln reported that the MRC displayed their booth at Sound Waters in February. A recent 
article in the Everett Herald highlighted seabird populations in the Port Susan MSA and quoted Kathleen 
Herrmann. Kathleen is looking for more ways to publicize their Port Susan film and Valley Supply may be 
interested in sponsoring the video as a movie theater advertisement. Alyson Rae’s position will likely get 
extended for another six months until someone is hired to replace her.  
 
Whatcom: Ken reported that Doug Huddle’s talk on historic salmonid abundances was attended by over 
30 people from the community and provided positive exposure for the MRC. Whatcom Water Weeks is 
scheduled for September 12-26 and MRC staff have begun the planning process in coordination with 
WWIN. The North Chuckanut Bay clam survey is being coordinated by two MRC members and will take 
place April 21 with Wade King Elementary students. 
 

http://www.heraldnet.com/article/20150219/NEWS01/150219080
http://www.heraldnet.com/article/20150219/NEWS01/150219080


 
 

San Juan: Tom announced that the MRC is in the midst of planning for a Marine Managers Workshop 
with an emphasis on vessel traffic risk assessment, scheduled for March 26-27. Barbara Bentley 
presented the MRC’s 2014 annual report and 2015 workplan to the County Council on February 9. Tom 
and Barbara plan to attend the County Council meeting in March, during which revisions to the 
Shoreline Management Plan will be discussed.  
 
Jefferson: Dale provided some details about a Port of Port Townsend water treatment project that 
involves using biochar to remove zinc from wastewater. The MRC’s oil spill preparedness workshop on 
January 28 was highly informative and reached the target audience. The eelgrass protection project is 
back on track and the MRC expects to expand the no anchor zone by installing additional buoys in late 
August. Three open positions on the MRC are currently being advertized.  
 
Island: Lenny reported that three new members to the Island MRC received an orientation and are 
eager to dive right in. The MRC has been involved in discussions surrounding net pens and has agreed to 
assemble an advisory document for the Island County Department of Natural Resources regarding the 
net pen prohibition in the SMP. At the Sound Waters event, Ken Urstad was named Coastal Volunteer of 
the Year. Ken served the MRC for nine years and will continue on as a volunteer. 
 
Skagit: The Skagit MRC was not represented at the meeting. See written report for updates.  
 
NWSC Committee Reports 
 
Executive Committee: Nan reported that the executive committee met in February and talked through 
the Northwest Straits Commission meeting agenda and goals for the upcoming joint 
Foundation/Commission executive committee meeting. She mentioned that Ginny provided a brief 
funding update at the meeting and the group discussed issues associated with the timing of MRC 
projects and ways to improve the whole funding process. 
 
Joint Executive Committee: Jeff highlighted the main discussion items from the joint executive 
committee meeting, including acceptable crossover between the Foundation and Commission boards, 
separation of leadership, and involvement in sustainability planning. There was general agreement that 
some level of overlap (excluding leadership positions) would be beneficial for communication and that 
there should be clear expectations of duties and a concerted effort to bring new people into the 
process.  Dale recommended researching this issue from a legal standpoint and whether or not the two 
organizations should be completely separate.  Nan added that the committees discussed ways to 
effectively sustain long-term growth of the Initiative.  
 
Commission Business Items 
 
Creation of nomination committee: Ginny reminded the group that officer elections are fast 
approaching and a nominating committee is needed. Jerry mentioned that the job entails making phone 
calls to Commission members to gauge interest and availability in leadership positions. The nominating 
committee will present a slate of candidates at the April Commission meeting and a vote will occur in 
May. As outgoing chair, Christine will serve on the committee and Jerry volunteered to join her. 
 



 
 

Annual retreat agenda and preparation: Caroline reviewed the agenda and homework assignment for 
the upcoming Northwest Straits Initiative annual retreat. The planning committee altered the agenda 
slightly and a finalized version will be sent out early next week. Joan reminded board members and MRC 
representatives to read the strategic plan thoroughly and think about ways to collaborate and achieve 
the environmental goals. Contact Holly for any questions regarding meals or lodging. 
 
Debrief on MRC forum in Olympia: Ginny reported that the MRC forum in Olympia was a successful 
event. Ten representatives from four MRCs attended, as well as members of the four coastal MRCs, 
Commission and Foundation staff, The Nature Conservancy, Surfrider and several legislators. It was a 
positive first step toward speaking with a collective voice for coastal marine resources. 
 
RFP and NW Straits Strategic Plan: Ginny reminded MRC representatives to think about and use the 
strategic plan as their MRC develops a project list for the coming year. Request for proposals will be 
issued on March 16.  
 
Training for MRC chairs: Ginny mentioned that training for MRC chairs was raised in Executive 
Committee a few months back. Two new MRC chairs were elected recently and Ginny provided them 
with resources, handouts, and useful information about how to be an effective chair. A more formal in-
person training could be developed as part of the fall conference if there is interest. 
 
Legislative updates: Puget Sound Day, sponsored by Representatives Heck and Kilmer, is scheduled for 
March 25 in Washington DC and Ginny will attend. Forage fish bills SB 5166 and HB 1152 have made it 
through their respective committees, but stripped of certain provisions that make them incompatible. 
Ginny encouraged those interested to track the bills. Suzanna Stoike added that the Puget Sound 
Partnership has a link to legislative updates on their website and they host a weekly call that anyone is 
welcome to join. 
 
Dates and location for fall MRC conference: Sasha will send out a Survey Monkey to Commission and 
Foundation boards next week outlining the options for MRC conference locations and dates. The list of 
places that meet the criteria (within walking distance of a hotel, government rates available, adequate 
capacity, affordable) is short, but staff are open to new ideas and anyone is welcome to send his or her 
suggestions. 
 
Public Comment  
 
None. 
 
Roundtable 
 
Jeff reported that the Foundation board is resuming their search for an executive director and is 
exploring the use of a placement firm to help with advertisement and initial selections. 
 
Cecilia Gobin, alternate for Terry Williams, introduced herself to the Commission. She is the Puget Sound 
Policy Analyst for the Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission and is looking forward to increasing tribal 
participation and engagement in Northwest Straits projects and issues. The Commission welcomed 
Cecilia.   

http://www.psp.wa.gov/legislative_updates.php


 
 

 
Invited Speaker 
 
Protecting Puget Sound: A Look at Using Rain Gardens 
 
Bob Simmons, Olympic Region Water Resources Specialist for WSU Extension, provided an overview of 
how rain gardens function, the benefits of installing one and updates on some recent projects in 
Jefferson County. More information on rain gardens can be found at: http://raingarden.wsu.edu/ 
 
Adjourn  
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:20 pm.  
 
The next meeting will be the annual retreat on March 12-13 at Padilla Bay Reserve. 

http://raingarden.wsu.edu/
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