
 
agenda 

 
Meeting: Northwest Straits Commission 
Location: WebEx Conference Call 
Date: April 24, 2014 
Time: 10:00 am to 12:00 pm 

 
10:00-10:10 Welcome 

Open the meeting with introductions  

Approval of February meeting minutes 

Christine Woodward 

10:10-10:25 NWSC Committee Reports 

Executive Committee  

- Retreat debrief 

External Relations Committee 

- Sustainability Plan updates 

Nomination Committee 

Science Advisory Committee 

 

Nan McKay 

 

Jerry Masters 

 

Jerry Masters 

Caroline Gibson 

10:25-10:45 Commission Projects/Business Items 

Puget Sound Day on the Hill 

Dates and location for fall MRC conference 

MRC grant RFP and timeline 

May meeting/MRC project presentation 
expectations 

Staff 

10:45-11:15 MRC Reports MRC Representatives 

11:15-11:45 Action Agenda & EPA funding update  Marc Daily 

11:45-11:50 Roundtable  

11:50-12:00 Public Comments  

12:00 Adjourn  

 



 
 

Northwest Straits Commission 
February 27, 2015   10:00 am – 12:15 pm 

WebEx Conference Call 
 
Attendees 
 
Commission Members: Nan McKay, Dale Moses (Jefferson), Jeff Ward (Clallam), Tom Temple (San Juan 
Alternate), Ken Carrasco (Whatcom), Lincoln Loehr (Snohomish), Lenny Corin (Island), Jerry Masters, 
Cecilia Gobin (Alternate), Terrie Klinger 
 
Additional MRC Representation: Kathleen Herrmann (Snohomish) 
 
Commission Staff: Ginny Broadhurst, Caroline Gibson, Sasha Horst, Holly Faulstich  
 
Others in Attendance: Joan Drinkwin (NWS Foundation), Ron Thom (Alternate), Terry Stevens (Padilla 
Bay Reserve), Suzanna Stoike (PSP) 
 
Absent: Christine Woodward, Sheida Sahandy, Terry Williams, Greg Ayers 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
 
Nan opened the meeting with introductions, in Christine’s absence.  
 
Approval of October Meeting Minutes 
 
The minutes from the January 30, 2015 NW Straits Commission meeting were approved as written. 
 
MRC Reports 
 
Clallam: Jeff reported that the MRC’s February 5 oil spill response and preparedness forum was well-
attended and garnered positive feedback. A HAZWOPER class and two oiled wildlife rescue trainings will 
be held in March and April. MRC members are gearing up for the 2015 internship project; letters of 
interest for the four intern positions are due February 28. Mike Doherty will be applying to join the MRC. 
 
Snohomish: Lincoln reported that the MRC displayed their booth at Sound Waters in February. A recent 
article in the Everett Herald highlighted seabird populations in the Port Susan MSA and quoted Kathleen 
Herrmann. Kathleen is looking for more ways to publicize their Port Susan film and Valley Supply may be 
interested in sponsoring the video as a movie theater advertisement. Alyson Rae’s position will likely get 
extended for another six months until someone is hired to replace her.  
 
Whatcom: Ken reported that Doug Huddle’s talk on historic salmonid abundances was attended by over 
30 people from the community and provided positive exposure for the MRC. Whatcom Water Weeks is 
scheduled for September 12-26 and MRC staff have begun the planning process in coordination with 
WWIN. The North Chuckanut Bay clam survey is being coordinated by two MRC members and will take 
place April 21 with Wade King Elementary students. 
 

http://www.heraldnet.com/article/20150219/NEWS01/150219080
http://www.heraldnet.com/article/20150219/NEWS01/150219080


 
 

San Juan: Tom announced that the MRC is in the midst of planning for a Marine Managers Workshop 
with an emphasis on vessel traffic risk assessment, scheduled for March 26-27. Barbara Bentley 
presented the MRC’s 2014 annual report and 2015 workplan to the County Council on February 9. Tom 
and Barbara plan to attend the County Council meeting in March, during which revisions to the 
Shoreline Management Plan will be discussed.  
 
Jefferson: Dale provided some details about a Port of Port Townsend water treatment project that 
involves using biochar to remove zinc from wastewater. The MRC’s oil spill preparedness workshop on 
January 28 was highly informative and reached the target audience. The eelgrass protection project is 
back on track and the MRC expects to expand the no anchor zone by installing additional buoys in late 
August. Three open positions on the MRC are currently being advertized.  
 
Island: Lenny reported that three new members to the Island MRC received an orientation and are 
eager to dive right in. The MRC has been involved in discussions surrounding net pens and has agreed to 
assemble an advisory document for the Island County Department of Natural Resources regarding the 
net pen prohibition in the SMP. At the Sound Waters event, Ken Urstad was named Coastal Volunteer of 
the Year. Ken served the MRC for nine years and will continue on as a volunteer. 
 
Skagit: The Skagit MRC was not represented at the meeting. See written report for updates.  
 
NWSC Committee Reports 
 
Executive Committee: Nan reported that the executive committee met in February and talked through 
the Northwest Straits Commission meeting agenda and goals for the upcoming joint 
Foundation/Commission executive committee meeting. She mentioned that Ginny provided a brief 
funding update at the meeting and the group discussed issues associated with the timing of MRC 
projects and ways to improve the whole funding process. 
 
Joint Executive Committee: Jeff highlighted the main discussion items from the joint executive 
committee meeting, including acceptable crossover between the Foundation and Commission boards, 
separation of leadership, and involvement in sustainability planning. There was general agreement that 
some level of overlap (excluding leadership positions) would be beneficial for communication and that 
there should be clear expectations of duties and a concerted effort to bring new people into the 
process.  Dale recommended researching this issue from a legal standpoint and whether or not the two 
organizations should be completely separate.  Nan added that the committees discussed ways to 
effectively sustain long-term growth of the Initiative.  
 
Commission Business Items 
 
Creation of nomination committee: Ginny reminded the group that officer elections are fast 
approaching and a nominating committee is needed. Jerry mentioned that the job entails making phone 
calls to Commission members to gauge interest and availability in leadership positions. The nominating 
committee will present a slate of candidates at the April Commission meeting and a vote will occur in 
May. As outgoing chair, Christine will serve on the committee and Jerry volunteered to join her. 
 



 
 

Annual retreat agenda and preparation: Caroline reviewed the agenda and homework assignment for 
the upcoming Northwest Straits Initiative annual retreat. The planning committee altered the agenda 
slightly and a finalized version will be sent out early next week. Joan reminded board members and MRC 
representatives to read the strategic plan thoroughly and think about ways to collaborate and achieve 
the environmental goals. Contact Holly for any questions regarding meals or lodging. 
 
Debrief on MRC forum in Olympia: Ginny reported that the MRC forum in Olympia was a successful 
event. Ten representatives from four MRCs attended, as well as members of the four coastal MRCs, 
Commission and Foundation staff, The Nature Conservancy, Surfrider and several legislators. It was a 
positive first step toward speaking with a collective voice for coastal marine resources. 
 
RFP and NW Straits Strategic Plan: Ginny reminded MRC representatives to think about and use the 
strategic plan as their MRC develops a project list for the coming year. Request for proposals will be 
issued on March 16.  
 
Training for MRC chairs: Ginny mentioned that training for MRC chairs was raised in Executive 
Committee a few months back. Two new MRC chairs were elected recently and Ginny provided them 
with resources, handouts, and useful information about how to be an effective chair. A more formal in-
person training could be developed as part of the fall conference if there is interest. 
 
Legislative updates: Puget Sound Day, sponsored by Representatives Heck and Kilmer, is scheduled for 
March 25 in Washington DC and Ginny will attend. Forage fish bills SB 5166 and HB 1152 have made it 
through their respective committees, but stripped of certain provisions that make them incompatible. 
Ginny encouraged those interested to track the bills. Suzanna Stoike added that the Puget Sound 
Partnership has a link to legislative updates on their website and they host a weekly call that anyone is 
welcome to join. 
 
Dates and location for fall MRC conference: Sasha will send out a Survey Monkey to Commission and 
Foundation boards next week outlining the options for MRC conference locations and dates. The list of 
places that meet the criteria (within walking distance of a hotel, government rates available, adequate 
capacity, affordable) is short, but staff are open to new ideas and anyone is welcome to send his or her 
suggestions. 
 
Public Comment  
 
None. 
 
Roundtable 
 
Jeff reported that the Foundation board is resuming their search for an executive director and is 
exploring the use of a placement firm to help with advertisement and initial selections. 
 
Cecilia Gobin, alternate for Terry Williams, introduced herself to the Commission. She is the Puget Sound 
Policy Analyst for the Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission and is looking forward to increasing tribal 
participation and engagement in Northwest Straits projects and issues. The Commission welcomed 
Cecilia.   

http://www.psp.wa.gov/legislative_updates.php


 
 

 
Invited Speaker 
 
Protecting Puget Sound: A Look at Using Rain Gardens 
 
Bob Simmons, Olympic Region Water Resources Specialist for WSU Extension, provided an overview of 
how rain gardens function, the benefits of installing one and updates on some recent projects in 
Jefferson County. More information on rain gardens can be found at: http://raingarden.wsu.edu/ 
 
Adjourn  
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:20 pm.  
 
The next meeting will be the annual retreat on March 12-13 at Padilla Bay Reserve. 

http://raingarden.wsu.edu/


 
 

Executive Committee Meeting 
March 16, 2015  9:00 am – 10:00 am 

Conference Call 
 
Executive Committee Members: Nan McKay, Jerry Masters, Ken Carrasco 
Commission/Foundation Staff: Ginny Broadhurst, Holly Faulstich, Joan Drinkwin, Terry Stevens 
 
Retreat Debrief 
 
The Executive Committee offered their thoughts and opinions on the March 12-13 NWSI annual retreat and 
discussed next steps. All agreed it was helpful to get everyone in the same room thinking about work plans for next 
year and ways to move the strategic plan forward. They noted it was difficult to discuss issues at the level of detail 
desired due to a large number of participants. The EC is looking forward to seeing the summary notes and outcomes 
from the meeting and will continue to work at the Commission and Foundation levels to continue to push forward the 
outcomes from the retreat. 
 
Sustainability Plan – Process for Updating 
 
Time did not allow for a discussion of the 2012 Sustainability Plan during the retreat, but Ginny wanted to ensure it 
got addressed. She suggested forming a small group or subcommittee, including the External Relations Committee 
and Foundation staff, that would take on the challenge of reviewing and updating the plan. Nan volunteered to help 
out. They made a goal of presenting recommendations to the Commission at the April 24 meeting and approving a 
revised Sustainability Plan at the May meeting. 
 
NWSC Agenda for April Meeting 
 
Ginny informed the group that the April 24 Commission meeting will be a WebEx conference call from 10 am – 12 pm. 
She will ask Marc Daily to provide an update on the Action Agenda and the EPA funding model, which may extend 
the call by 15-30 minutes. Other suggestions for agenda items included: retreat debrief and discussion of outcomes, 
presentation of candidates for May elections, External Relations Committee update, and MRC conference dates and 
venue decision.  
 
Roundtable 
 
Ginny announced that she will be attending Puget Sound Day in Washington DC during the last week of March. 
 
The group discussed a crab pot loss reduction project that was brought up at the retreat and how best to move this 
project forward, whether individually or as a joint effort. Joan offered to schedule a conference call the following 
week for all interested parties to discuss this topic.  
 
Next meeting 
 
The next meeting of the Executive Committee will be on April 20 from 10:00-11:00am. 



 
 

Executive Committee Meeting 
April 20, 2015 • 10:00 am – 11:00 am 

Conference Call 
 
 
Committee Members: Christine Woodward, Nan McKay, Jerry Masters, Ken Carrasco, Ron Thom 
Commission/Foundation Staff: Ginny Broadhurst, Sasha Horst, Joan Drinkwin,  
 
Nan welcomed Ron to the Executive Committee.  Ginny explained that Ron is now the chair of the 
Commission’s Science Advisory Committee.  
 
April NWSC meeting agenda review 
 
The Commission agenda includes the usual business items, with the addition of a science committee 
report out. Marc Daily will do a briefing on the new funding regime for EPA funds for Puget Sound. 
 
Commission meeting planning 
 
Nan would like to plan out the Commission’s meetings for the year, which would include identifying topics 
of interest and known scheduled events such as approving budget and work plans, a retreat, etc.  
Potential topics of interest mentioned on the call include: net pens, status of species in the sound 
(abalone, orcas, forage fish, marine birds), speaker series, strategic planning, conference planning, impact 
of noise on marine mammals, vessel traffic/oil transport, ocean acidification. Send additional topics to Nan 
and Ginny. Ron agreed to discuss topics with the science committee and get some feedback on priorities.  
 
Strategic Plan implementation 
 
Nan asked about tracking implementation and progress. Currently, staff is making rounds with MRCs at 
meetings to help support their project proposals and ensure that they are referencing the strategic plan. 
Results/products from those projects will be complete in August/ September 2016. Nan asked how we will 
determine the baseline information, and what the interim checkpoints will be. Ron noted that the Science 
Committee will be reviewing MRC proposals and will consider how proposals link to the strategic plan. 
Also need to ensure that there is a coordinated approach with Foundation and Commission working to 
support MRCs. The Foundation is generating an internal document to guide their work on the Initiative 
strategic plan, and they have adopted their 2016 workplan that directly relates to the strategic plan. Ginny 
noted that we have been communicating effectively with MRCs about the Initiative-wide strategic plan 
better than in 2008 when last plan was adopted.  
 
External relations committee 
 
Jerry explained that the Committee met and recommended updating the sustainability plan with current 
information on how to fund the work of the Initiative and what the role of local, state and federal funding 
might be. Ginny mentioned that the MRC staff met recently and she reminded the group that the 
Commission can help support them in their local funding requests. On the federal side, Ginny met with staff  



 
 

 
from Sen. Cantwell and Murray’s offices and discussed the need to pass our reauthorization language and 
look at variety of funding scenarios. Jerry asked whether a Commissioner should be assigned to support 
MRCs with local funding request. Nan suggested that the External Relations committee consider who can 
help at each of the local/state/federal levels. Also recommend adding local funding requests to the 
Commission agenda.  
 
MRC Status Reports 
 
Ginny provided an update on the status of MRCs to the group.  
 
Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting of the Executive Committee is May 18 at 10am.  



 
 

External Relations Committee Meeting 
Northwest Straits Office – Padilla Bay Reserve  

March 30, 2015 1:30 am – 3:00 pm 
 
Committee Members present: Jerry Masters (chair), Tom Cowan, Nan McKay 
Commission Staff: Ginny Broadhurst 
 
The committee referred to meeting notes from the last ER committee meeting from Jan 8, which contained 
a list of action items and assignments.  The group checked in on progress of those actions, not necessarily 
in the order in which they appear in the Jan 8 meeting notes. 

Ginny provided an overview of Puget Sound on the Hill day on March 25.  The event was organized by 
Reps Kilmer and Heck in coordination with the Puget Sound Partnership.  A group of about 25 met with 
legislative staff and elected officials throughout the day in an effort to improve understanding of Puget 
Sound recovery efforts.  It was successful in helping to gel collaboration among Puget Sound 
organizations and raise awareness of the size, complexity and needs of Puget Sound recovery efforts.  

Jerry contacted Sen Markos Liias and will meet with him after session is over.  Nan confirmed meeting 
with Rep Hans Dunshee after the legislative session is over.  

Ginny provided an overview of the Coastal MRC Forum in late January and specifically some of the 
discussions around funding. Ginny talked to Sen Ranker during the Coastal MRC Forum and confirmed that 
the Senator is interested in finding funding for Veterans crews to survey forage fish spawning beaches.  

Ginny talked to Jeff Parsons, legislative affairs director at the Puget Sound Partnership and discussed 
collaborative legislative outreach. Further discussion will occur after the legislative session is over.   

The committee discussed the existing sustainability plan and agreed that the overall direction of the plan 
is correct – diversified funding continues to be essential.  Recognizing that the time is right for making 
budget requests of local governments, the committee focused on best ways to assist MRCs in making 
those requests.  

• The committee suggested that local governments that have never pitched in funding before might 
be more inclined to help if the request was for just 10% (or about $7000) as a point of entry, and a 
goal of at least $20K could be phased in.   

• Request for state funding should be worked on collaboratively with the Partnership and others, 
such as TNC and Surfrider in an effort to fund in concert with the Coastal MRCs.  Other means of 
finding state support should be explored such as the use of fees related to crabbing.  

• Federal funding requests should continue to target EPA and NOAA. 
• The overall goal needs to be to rebuild the budget to $1.6 and higher.  



 
 

Science Advisory Committee 
April 17, 2015 • 9:00 am – 10:00 am 

Conference Call 
 

Committee Members: Dr. Ron Thom (Chair), Pacific Northwest National Laboratory; Dr. Tessa Francis, Puget 
Sound Institute; Dr. Thomas Mumford, Marine Agronomics (retired Dept. of Natural Resources and UW); Dr. 
Milton Love, UC Santa Barbara/ Marine Science Institute 
Commission Staff: Caroline Gibson 
 

• The committee agreed to meet by conference call four times/ year in April, June, September and 
January. Caroline will schedule through a Doodle poll and work with Ron Thom to develop agendas. 
 

• In addition to the tasks assigned (providing scientific input, guidance, technical review), Committee 
members are invited to put forward issues, updates, and ideas that the Commission should know about. 
For example, Milton mentioned that he was recently interviewed for a film by Florian Graner, sponsored 
by NOAA, on rockfish in Puget Sound. Perfect! This is exactly the sort of outreach tool that we can use to 
support the pending rockfish recovery plan, through locally hosted screening by MRCs. Caroline will 
follow up with Dan Tonnes and Florian re: the release date. 
 

• Committee members are encouraged to attend Commission meetings held the last Friday of each month 
and alternating in-person/ by conference call/WebEx. They will be added to the recipient list for 
Commission meeting announcements and the monthly newsletter. 
 

• The annual Northwest Straits Commission RFP (attached) is now out to the seven Marine Resources 
Committees (MRCs). Proposals from all seven counties are due end of May. This funding comes from 
EPA through the Puget Sound Partnership. Commission staff will do the initial internal review, some 
projects and/or associated QAPPs may need additional technical review during the month of June. 
Typically, we seek advice on how to evaluate monitoring and outreach activities; and identify clearer 
outcomes, deliverables, and potential users of data.  
 

• The Northwest Straits Initiative Strategic Plan is available here: 
http://www.nwstraits.org/media/1315/nws-2014-strategicplan.pdf  
 

• SoundIQ is available here: http://www.iqmap.org/gc/Html5Viewer/?viewer=soundiq. This is a web-based 
platform for Northwest Straits Initiative data, displayed in map format. A great tool for county planners, 
colleagues with state agencies, will include information from all seven MRCs by September 2015. 
 

• Link to Commission member handbook http://www.nwstraits.org/media/1425/nwsc_handbook_12-31-
14.pdf  
 

• The Commission’s 2014 annual report, geared toward local, state and federal elected officials: 
http://www.nwstraits.org/media/1502/2014-nwstraits-annualrpt.pdf 
 

• Save the Date! Northwest Straits Annual MRC conference, Nov. 6-7, 2015 in Bellingham, WA. 
 

http://www.nwstraits.org/media/1315/nws-2014-strategicplan.pdf
http://www.iqmap.org/gc/Html5Viewer/?viewer=soundiq
http://www.nwstraits.org/media/1425/nwsc_handbook_12-31-14.pdf
http://www.nwstraits.org/media/1425/nwsc_handbook_12-31-14.pdf
http://www.nwstraits.org/media/1502/2014-nwstraits-annualrpt.pdf


NWSC Meeting and Work Session Agenda 
Padilla Bay Reserve, Friday, May 29, 2015 

 

8:45 am – 9:00 am  Coffee and light refreshments 

9:00 am – 9:20 am  Welcome, introductions 

 MRC Presenters Project 

9:20 am - 9:50 am  Snohomish MRC Sarah Brown  

9:55 am – 10:25 am Island  MRC Lenny Corin  

10:30 am – 11:00 am Jefferson MRC Cheryl Lowe  

11:00 am – 11:15 pm Break 

11:30 am – 12:00 pm Clallam  MRC Jeff Ward  

12:05 pm – 12:35 pm San Juan MRC Greg Ayers  

12:35 pm – 1:15 pm Lunch Break 

1:15 pm – 1:45 pm  Whatcom MRC Ken Carrasco  

1:50 pm – 2:20 pm  Skagit MRC Christine Woodward  

2:20 pm – 3:30 pm Public Comment, Business items, Elections 

3:30pm              Adjourn 

 



Northwest Straits Commission meeting  
May 29, 2015 
MRC Presentations 
 
Each MRC is invited to provide a brief presentation of their upcoming project work at the May 
29 Northwest Straits Commission meeting.  The goal of this meeting is to allow Commission 
members and other invited guests to become familiar with upcoming projects and to provide 
an opportunity for minor feedback on project design that may help improve project success.   
 
Staff or an MRC member may make the presentation and is invited to stay for as much of the 
day as possible. This is a great opportunity to learn what other MRCs are working on.  
 
The following is some guidance for making your presentations. Please be aware that even 
though the project you are presenting may be a continuation of previous work, there are likely 
people in the audience who are not at all familiar with it, so you may need to provide 
appropriate background.  
 

A. Provide project background including problem or opportunity statement (e.g. MRC 
saw that boat anchoring was harming eelgrass beds in popular boating area and 
thought that they had a solution to prevent that damage) 

B. Define the project – what is the MRC going to do, how are they going to do it and 
what is the goal 

C. Please make a connection to illustrate how the project is going to carry out the goals 
of the NWSI strategic plan and PSP Action Agenda 

D. Evaluation - how will you evaluate the project? 
 
Education projects – please be clear about what you are trying to accomplish through 
education – what is the message, why is it important, who is your target audience, what 
do you hope to achieve through this project, and how will you know whether it’s been 
successful? 
 
Monitoring projects – please include information about why this monitoring is relevant 
to the MRC, why is it a priority, what protocol will be used and what will be done with 
the data that is gathered (where will it go, who will use it and how will you know that it 
gets used?).   
 
Habitat restoration projects - please share information about the full scope of the 
project and what portion is being funded through the Northwest Straits Commission. 
Are there phases to it?  

 
You will have 20 minutes for the presentation followed by 10 minutes for questions and 
discussion.  



MRC Monthly Reports – March & April 2015 
 
County:  Jefferson 
Month/Year:  March 2015 
Submitted by:  Cheryl Lowe 
 
Membership/Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  No changes 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights):   
 
Past Meetings & Events:   

 The JCMRC’s March 3rd meeting was attended by 13 members/staff and 7 guests.  Birdie 
Davenport WDNR Aquatic Reserves Manager was the featured speaker.  She provided a 
background and current status report of DNR Aquatic Reserves, update about Protection Island 
and information about a proposed Dabob Bay Aquatic Reserve. The meeting also included a 
discussion of potential projects for next year and updates on current projects. 

 Shannon Davis and Dale Moses attended the NWSC Retreat in mid-March. 

 MRC Executive Committee met on March 16, 2015, with Al, Lucas, Dale, Shannon and Cheryl in 
attendance.   

 Cheryl attended the 2015 Quilcene Community Meeting  (Feb 28) to introduce the MRC, make 
connections for local projects and encourage District 3 Representative applications. 

 Shoreline Landowners workshop (NWS Foundation grant) was held on March 7 in Port Hadlock 
at the Jefferson County library. Almost 70 people attended the workshop and field trip to Kala 
Point, led by Jim Johannessen. 

 (No MRC members were able to attend the Strait ERN meeting on Feb 27) 
 

Upcoming Meetings/Events:   

 The April 7th MRC meeting will focus on MRC project planning.   

 April 7th Forage Fish Spawner Survey Training for Fort Townsend SP restoration 

 April 20 presentation to City of PT Commissioners 

 April 11 presentation at Friends of Fort Townsend State Park Annual Meeting 

 April 23 presentation to WSU Extension Beach Naturalist class 

 Lucas will attend the April 2nd Chumsortium meeting 
 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  No new 
updates. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 

1. Port Townsend Eelgrass buoys:  Contract has been signed for contractor to do permit 
preparations, project management and installation. We expect to install buoys by late August. 
DNR Access permits for Mystery Bay and South Port Townsend Bay/Port Hadlock no-anchor 
zone buoys have been renewed. Current need for seasonal maintenance includes hiring divers 
to help relocate and clean 3 Port Townsend buoys sites. Volunteers will need to work with 
Mystery Bay State Park staff on maintenance/cleaning of those 7 buoys.   



2. Fort Townsend SP Nearshore: RFQ for interpretive sign artwork published and artist selected. 
NWSF is making progress on construction permits.  Volunteer monitoring training sessions are 
scheduled for April 7 (forage fish) and May 20 (beach characteristics).   

3. Rain Gardens Project: Rain garden interpretive sign now being developed.  at the Port of Port 
Townsend Point Hudson facility is scheduled for installation in April 2015.  

4. Outreach and Education:  Education/Outreach Plan has been completed and implementation 
planning has begun.   

 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc.): None. 
 
County:  Jefferson 
Month/Year:  April 2015 
Submitted by:  Cheryl Lowe 
 
Membership/Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):    No changes 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights):   
 
Past Meetings & Events:   

 The JCMRC’s April 7 meeting was attended by 16 members/staff and 4 guests.  Darlene 
Schanfald from the Sierra Club gave a brief presentation about water quality and sewage sludge 
issues on the Olympic Peninsula.  The meeting also included an extensive discussion of potential 
MRC projects for next year. 

 Shannon Davis and Dale Moses participated in the April NWSC conference call. 

 MRC Executive Committee did not meet in April.   

 Lucas Hart was MRC rep to the Chumsortium meeting this month. 

 MRC and WDFW co-sponsored a forage fish spawner survey training at Fort Townsend State 
Park for the upcoming NWSF-MRC shoreline restoration project.  19 volunteers were trained by 
4 WDFW and Point-No-Point Treaty Council tribal fisheries staff.  

 Several MRC members attended the North Olympic Peninsula Climate Adaptation workshops on 
April 15, 16 and 17 to provide input on resource assessments and recommended future actions. 

 
Upcoming Meetings/Events:   

 May 3rd MRC meeting will focus on MRC project planning and Rich Childers will be our guest 
speaker.   

 May 20th will be a second monitoring training for Fort Townsend beach monitoring 

 May 22nd is the 2015 Diggin’ for Dinner education outreach program co-sponsored with WDFW 
 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):   
In-kind support:   

 Fisheries Biologists with the Point-No-Point Treaty Council are providing major technical support 
for the forage fish monitoring at Fort Townsend State Park, including final filtering and lab 
analysis of samples taken by volunteers over the next few years. 



 WA State Parks will be providing in-kind administration support for the final production stages 
of the two interpretive signs to be installed at Fort Townsend State Park. 

 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 

5. Port Townsend Eelgrass buoys:  Buoy maintenance with contracted divers is scheduled for early 
May. Permit applications for the new area will be submitted to all agencies by the end of April. 

6. Fort Townsend SP Nearshore: Draft contract for artist now underway.  The next volunteer 
monitoring training session is scheduled for May 20 (beach characteristics).   

7. Rain Gardens Project: Rain garden interpretive sign being drafted. 
8. Outreach and Education:  April 20 presentation to City of PT Commissioners. April 11 

presentation at Friends of Fort Townsend State Park Annual Meeting. April 23 presentation to 
WSU Extension Beach Naturalist class.  

9. SoundIQ:  GIS map of new eelgrass mapping project (September 2014) now complete and 
submitted to SoundIQ staff. 

 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc.):  Cheryl attended the NWS MRC staff meeting at Padilla Bay on April 13. 
 
 
County: Clallam 
Month/Year: March-April, 2015 
Submitted by: Cathy Lear 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): new MRC members are Alan Clark, At-large; Kathy Cooper, 
Marine Trades; and Mike Doherty, Commissioner District III.  
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 
Hazwoper training:  
Hazwoper training was held on March 21 in the Port Angeles City Council chambers. The training is an 8-
hour class. The training is held in partnership with state and federal agencies, and nonprofit 
organizations. 

 

 
Learning the fine points of Personal Protective Equipment at Hazwoper training 

 



Oiled wildlife rescue:  
Oiled wildlife rescue and recovery classes were held on March 28 and April 11. A second series of classes 
is available May 30 and June 6. The classes cover bird anatomy and behavior, field capture, stabilization, 
and safety.         
 
For more information click here: 
May 30 Class:  http://www.clallam.net/CCMRC/hazwoper/RegistrationClass12.pdf 
 
June 13 Class:  http://www.clallam.net/CCMRC/hazwoper/RegistrationClass13.pdf 
 
The registration page is here: 
http://www.clallam.net/nav/index.asp?page=hazwoper 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  Kevin 
LoPiccolo’s time is donated as in-kind assistance through Clallam County Department of Community 
Development.  
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified):  Deadline 
for internship letters of interest is April 30. An earlier request for letters of interest generated very small 
response. This round looks much more promising, with several inquiries from a wide variety of sources.  

 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc):   
 
 
County: Whatcom 
Month/Year: March/April 2015 
Submitted by: Austin Rose 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): n/a 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 

 On April 16th the MRC co-sponsored a presentation and discussion from Joe Gaydos and Audrey 
DeLella Benedict on their new book The Salish Sea: Jewel of the Pacific Northwest at Village 
Books in Fairhaven.  Village Books was packed to the max for this presentation! 

 

 The Whatcom MRC will be partnering with NSEA, the Garden of the Salish Sea Curriculum, and 
the City of Blaine to host the Blaine Water Fest on June 7 at the Blaine Port.  This free half day 
event will include Plover Boat tours on the hour to the Drayton Harbor oyster beds, fresh 
oysters served by the Drayton Harbor Oyster Company, kids activities, LID tours by Port staff, 
and informational booths from local agencies/organizations working to improve water quality in 
the County. 
 

http://www.clallam.net/CCMRC/hazwoper/RegistrationClass12.pdf
http://www.clallam.net/CCMRC/hazwoper/RegistrationClass13.pdf
http://www.clallam.net/nav/index.asp?page=hazwoper


 Ken Carrasco attended the NWSI annual retreat in March and highlighted a signature 
project/activity from the MRC that supports the newly adopted NWSI strategic plan as well as a 
short list of message from the MRC regarding challenges, goals and upcoming opportunities.   
 

 The MRC co-hosted a Shoreline Landowner workshop with the Northwest Straits Foundation on 
March 21.  28 people were in attendance and 9 requested site visits (3 of which have 
bulkheads). 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
 

 The MRC, Northwest Straits Foundation and NSEA  were awarded $2400 from the Whatcom 
Community Foundation to support a community workshop in the Chuckanut watershed to 
highlight ways citizens and communities can reduce harm from fecal coliform contamination in 
streams and the nearshore environment – specifically shellfish habitat.  The workshop is 
scheduled to happen in the fall of 2015 when salmon are in Chuckanut Creek. 

 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 

 MRC and WCPW staff are working with volunteers from WWU and the Surfrider Blue Water Task 
Force to conduct water quality monitoring (for fecal coliform) in the marine and freshwater 
systems of North Chuckanut Bay.   Sampling has shifted to a bi-weekly scheduled April – August 
2015.   
 

 Wendy Steffensen, RE Sources for Sustainable Communities, began training volunteers to 
conduct intertidal surveys at Boulevard Park in April 2015.  Survey dates are scheduled for June 
3 and June 5.  

 

 On April 20th and 21st the MRC will partner with the Garden of the Salish Sea Curriculum, Wade 
King Elementary, and Bellingham Technical College to conduct a clam survey and elevation 
profile in North Chuckanut Bay.  Third grade students from Wade King, along with trained 
volunteers and chaperones will help sort and count the clams while BTC students help with 
survey transects further from the beach access point and conduct elevation profiles.  The data 
will augment previous clam survey data collected by the MRC and the elevation profiles will 
provide baseline information on clam habitat, mud/sediment transport, etc. 
 

 At the April MRC meeting, the MRC listed projects they would like to pursue in the 2015-16 
grant round.  Project include: kelp and eelgrass monitoring, plankton monitoring, mussel watch, 
and restoration/monitoring at Lummi Island quarry.  The project development subcommittee 
will work to prioritize these projects further for the full committee to finalize the grant proposal 
by the end of May. 

 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc): None 
 
 
 
 



County: Snohomish 
Month/Year: March 2015 
Submitted by: Kathleen Herrmann 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  
 

Appointment requests for three new Snohomish MRC positions were approved by County Council. 
Paul Clampitt, Sarah Brown, and Traci Sanderson were selected as the new MRC members. 
 
Alyson Rae, MRC Program Assistant, completed her term with the Washington Conservation Corps 
(WCC). Alyson had spent one year and nine months as a WCC Individual Placement working for the 
Snohomish County Marine Resources Committee.  Snohomish County is processing the paperwork 
to create a temporary position for Alyson as a Communication Specialist. 

 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 

The MRC and Northwest Straits Foundation hosted a workshop for Port Susan shoreline landowners 
on March 28th in Stanwood.  Approximately 65 people attended the workshop which included a site 
visit to Warm Beach led by Jim Johannessen.   

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): None to 
report at this time. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 

Oil Spill – On March 3rd, 2015, MRC members sent a letter to Snohomish County Department of 
Emergency Management (DEM) with information on potential projects and goals for the 
subcommittee. Subcommittee members attended a follow up meeting with DEM on March 31st and 
work began to plan the next steps including opening the meetings up to Washington Sea Grant and 
the Coast Guard. 
 
Port Susan Bulkhead Removal –Staff are working with Anchor QEA and Coastal Geologic Services to 
map candidate sites in Port Susan. Staff and MRC members are developing an outreach plan.  
The methods that will be used in this assessment will deviate slightly from the Northwest Straits 
Foundation (NWSF) project from which this project was originally modeled (NWSF Feeder bluff 
Restoration Assessment of Island and east Jefferson Counties). That project focused exclusively on 
bluff shores, while this assessment will be applied along all shoretypes found within the study area. 
Therefore the feasibility and benefits assessment metrics will be adjusted and refined to reflect the 
processes and habitats that occur within other shoretypes. A preliminary draft of these methods will 
be delivered to Kathleen Herrmann and project co‐leads Paul Schlenger and Francesca Perez. Early 
review of the conceptual framework and assessment methods by technical experts and the 
Snohomish MRC will assure that major re‐runs are not required. 
 
The timeline of this project is well‐aligned with a project with complimentary objectives led by the 
Northwest Straits Foundation. Certain elements of the NWSF project, such as the workshop and site 
visits, synergize with the goals and objectives of this project. Additional outreach to private 



landowners will further compliment these efforts to obtain landowner willingness for armor 
removal. The draft maps and geodatabase will be used to guide targeted outreach to high ranking 
parcels for armor removal.  
 
Recreational Crabber Education/Derelict Gear Removal – The MRC recreational crabber 
subcommittee met on March 24th to discuss several new project ideas. The committee agreed to 
move forward on the Instagram Photo Contest.  Additionally, the MRC sent a letter to WDFW urging 
that state to move forward on several other ideas including an online survey/test for new crabbing 
licenses and adding information to Danielson crab pots. Kathleen Herrmann (staff lead) is working 
with Snohomish County Purchasing Department on an agreement to conduct derelict gear removal 
around Hat Island. 
 
Meadowdale Feasibility Study – MRC staff is working with Snohomish County Parks to select several 
alternatives in a feasibility study to develop conceptual designs.  The goal of the project is to 
improve Meadowdale Park beach access and salmon habitat and address an undersized culvert 
through the railroad.  Meadowdale Park is in Lund’s Gulch Watershed and this watershed has been 
selected to be the focus of a Surface Water Management Study to address water quality and 
quantity issues affecting the area. 
 
A second community meeting is scheduled for April 20th, 2015 at the Meadowdale High School. MRC 
member Mike Ehlebracht is the project representative, and will attend the meeting.  A preferred 
alternative to the culvert at Meadowdale Park will be selected in early May, and then be vetted with 
Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad and partner agencies to discuss specifics and obtain grant 
funding for design and construction.  

 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc.): None. 
 
 
County: Skagit 
Month/Year: April 2015 
Submitted by: Christine 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):   

 No changes to report.  It is anticipated that a new NWSC representative will be appointed in 
May. 

 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 

 At the April 9th MRC meeting the committee focused on identifying and prioritizing projects for 
2015-2016 grant funding.   

 The Shoreline Landowner Workshop was held on Saturday, March 14 at the Fidalgo Bay Resort 
in Anacortes from 10:00am to 3:00pm.  MRC Chair Jay Lind provided welcoming remarks. The 
workshop was taught by Jim Johanessen of Coastal Geologic Services.  The 55 landowners who 
attended the workshop learned about coastal processes, impacts of shoreline armoring, how to 
protect their property from erosion and alternatives to hard armoring.  Several participants 
applied for a free technical site visit from qualified professionals. 



 Forage Fish Survey Training will take place May 7 at the Fidalgo Bay Resort from 10am to 3pm.   
 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): Nothing new 
to report. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 

 Salish Sea Stewards/Beach Naturalists:  25 very enthusiastic volunteers signed up for the 
training which began on March 5th and will continue through April 30th. The 2015 participants 
range in age from 24-70, and represent five cities in Skagit County (Anacortes, Bow, Burlington, 
Concrete, Mount Vernon), and one city in Whatcom County (Bellingham).  Classroom sessions 
are held Thursday afternoons at Padilla Bay Reserve from 3:00pm – 6:00pm and are open to the 
public.  Field trainings will be offered at varying times and locations.  The core training program 
is 40 hours.  There are 30 hours of in class training and participants are responsible to make an 
additional 10 hours of hands-on training in the field by attending the 10 hours of optional field 
trips and workshops that have been scheduled. Course participants can also meet their 
additional 10 hours of training by participating in offerings with our partner organizations such 
as Skagit Land Trust and Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group.  A five hour Beach Naturalist 
refresher training will be offered to volunteers that will cover tide pool ecology, coastal process 
and environmental interpretation for school groups and the general public on May 7.  The Salish 
Sea Stewards/Beach Naturalists training program is being administered under Padilla Bay’s new 
volunteer program called the Coastal Volunteer Partnership (CVP) 
(http://www.padillabay.gov/involvevolunteer.asp.  The CVP serves as a clearing house for a large 
network of volunteers and an administrative umbrella for several partners who have similar 
goals and needs for volunteers including the Skagit MRC, Friends of Skagit Beaches, the Skagit 
County Clean Water program, the Padilla Bay Foundation, and the Padilla Bay National Estuarine 
Research Reserve. 
 

 Shannon Point Nearshore Restoration:  The City of Anacortes and Western Washington 
University are currently under negotiations regarding the potential trail.  The Washington State 
Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) is in the process of amending the grant to redirect the 
funding that was to be provided for construction to pay for the final redesign and permitting.  
The contract with Coastal Geologic Services has also been amended. It is anticipated that the 
new project design for the riprap removal will be finalized in June before funding expires. Pete 
Haase and other volunteers have been out at the site conducting pre-construction forage fish 
surveys.  Although spawning has been documented on neighboring properties, no signs of 
spawning have been observed at the project site.  Paul Dinnel and Jason Morgan determined 
that a boat would likely be the best option to help with beach seining at this site.  WDNR has a 
boat and might be interested in partnering.  

 

 Bowman Bay Nearshore Restoration:  The permitting process for the riprap removal at 
Bowman Bay is underway.  A permit will not be required from the County or the US Army Corps 
of Engineers for the riprap removal. The Hydraulic Project Approval has been received.  Caldera 
Archaeology will complete the required reporting to Department of Archaeology and Historic 
Preservation.  Coastal Geologic Services is working on the final design.  It is anticipated that the 
bid posting will occur in May for construction in September.  The Skagit MRC grant is providing 
funding for the permitting, final design, and plants. The Marine Nearshore Grant program 
funding will be used to pay for construction.  The Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group 

http://www.padillabay.gov/involvevolunteer.asp


completed the planting design and will do all of the planting after construction.  Volunteers 
continue to monitor the beach for forage fish spawning.  So far no signs of eggs have been 
found.   

 

 Fidalgo Bay Day:  The Fidalgo Bay Resort has been reserved for August 29th.  The event will be 
coordinated with the Friends of Skagit Beaches Trail Tales National Estuaries Day event along 
the Tommy Thompson Trail. Pre-event task assignments, a timeline and preliminary budget have 
been established by the planning committee.  Catherine Buchalski created the ‘Save the Date’ 
poster that Bob Weathers sent out to the partners and participants and the street banner has 
been reserved.  Wayne Husbey is coordinating the Shannon Point Marine Center’s portable 
aquarium with Mira Lutz. Volunteers will be recruited to assist with the aquarium since the 
students will not be available.  Lin Folsom is coordinating with local restaurants to provide free 
samples of seafood chowders and brownies and will obtain the food handlers permit from the 
County Health Department, reserve the hand washing station, and provide and inventory of 
supplies and materials needed.  Paul Dinnel is coordinating with Taylors Shellfish for free 
samples of shellfish and will help prepare the sauces.  Sue Ehler will help plan youth activities 
and coordinate supplies. It was suggested that Fidalgo Bay Day needs branding, a logo and 
format that people will recognize.  The planning committee will meet again in May.  
 

 Olympia Oyster Restoration:  The Puget Sound Restoration Fund submitted the final 2014 
report on Olympia oyster restoration work in Fidalgo Bay.  The project was largely funded by the 
Skagit MRC Restoration Initiative. Routine monitoring will begin again in April or May 2015 with 
the help of volunteers.  MRC Project Lead Paul Dinnel prepared and submitted an application to 
Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) for transferring Pacific oyster shell 
from Blau Oyster to Fidalgo Bay for larval settlement monitoring and is coordinating permits for 
seeding.  He is also currently in the process of applying for a Joint Aquatic Resource Permit 
Application (JARPA) to deploy oyster shell and Olympia oyster seed at Cap Sante Marina 
Seafarers Park area after he got approval from the Port of Anacortes.  In addition, Paul worked 
on a manuscript on native oyster recruitment variability about the Pacific Coast with other 
scientists in California, Oregon, Washington, and British Columbia.  The presentation was given 
at the National Shellfisheries Association Annual Meeting in Monterey, CA in March 2015. 

 

 Pinto Abalone Restoration: Paul Dinnel shared photos of the recent of pinto abalone 
outplanting that took place in early March as part of a collaborative effort with the Puget Sound 
Restoration Fund, WDFW, and Shannon Point Marine Center.  Approximately 2,000 pinto 
abalone seed were planted at the four established locations at Burrows and Allan Islands, and 
two new locations at Cypress Island.  Preliminary monitoring results indicate that the abalone 
are growing larger in size and density with their numbers doubling and spreading beyond the 
four original plots at Burrows and Allan Islands.  Monitoring the abalone for survival, growth, 
and signs of natural recruitment will continue through the spring and summer months. 

 

 Nearshore Restoration Monitoring:  Monitoring plans and protocols for nearshore restoration 
sites have been completed.  Volunteer training for beach seining occurred on February 13, 2015 
at Cornet Bay with 51 people in attendance including five Skagit MRC members.  Beach seining 
to monitor the status and trends of nearshore fish use in Fidalgo Bay commenced on March 18, 
2015 and is being managed by Samish DNR.  Beach seining began at Bowman Bay on March 25, 
2015.  Paul Dinnel from Skagit MRC participated in the seining efforts as the fish ID expert. Pete 



Hasse has taken on the role of photographer and public outreach spokesman.  Intertidal 
monitoring classroom training was held April 19 at the Fidalgo RV Resort.  The field portion of the 
Intertidal Monitoring Training will take place May 17th at Sunset Beach in Anacortes.  The NWSF 
will host a forage fish survey training for volunteers at Bowman Bay sometime this summer.  
Volunteers have been conducting forage fish spawning surveys at several Skagit MRC nearshore 
restoration sites including Bowman Bay, NW March’s Point, and Shannon Point since December 
2013.  Trainings and implementation of the remaining monitoring parameters including large 
woody debris and beach wrack surveys, photo points, and insect fallout surveys, have been 
scheduled and monitoring efforts will continue throughout the year. 
 

 Sound IQ: The County recently hired a new intern, Jason Quigley, who is helping to collect Skagit 
MRC data for Sound IQ. 

 
 
County: Island  
Month/Year: March-April 2015 
Submitted by: Anna Toledo  
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  Bill Larsen is no longer the representative for the Port of 
Coupeville. John Carr is now representing the Port of Coupeville. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights):   
 
MRC Meetings:   
At the March 3rd meeting, Caroline Gibson presented on progress with nearshore habitat recovery. At 
the March 17th meeting, Janet Hall updated the MRC on a potential opportunity to partner with DNR on 
creosote and large marine debris removal. The MRC also reviewed the current work plan and began 
discussions on the upcoming work plan and grant proposal. At the April 7th meeting, Gregg Ridder 
presented the 2014 results of the eelgrass project, and sought input for monitoring sites for 2015. At the 
April 21st meeting, there will be additional discussion of work plan. 
 
Other Events and News: 
In March, the MRC submitted an advisory document to the Island County Department of Natural 
Resources in their effort to inform the Department of Planning and Island County Commissioners 
regarding the net pen prohibition in the Shoreline Management Plan. 
 
On April 4th, the MRC coordinated with NWSF to host a workshop for shoreline property owners about 
how to protect and maintain their properties. There were 42 attendees. 
 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): No updates. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 
Forage Fish:  Dan Penttila completed and submitted a forage fish survey summary report. There is a 
forage fish survey training scheduled for April 21. 
 



Estuary Seining: Seining started on February 27th, and is scheduled to occur two times per month on 
Fridays through June. As of the April 10th seining, the chinook count has reached 135. The permit limit is 
150. The NWSF has offered to allow the MRC to operate under their permit if the MRC reaches the limit. 
 
Eelgrass: The 2014 results were presented, and plans are underway for choosing sites for monitoring in 
2015. The results at the core monitoring sites show that Cornet Bay has remained pretty consistent, 
though there is visual evidence of damage from propellers and anchors. Monroe Landing does not have 
statistical significance in the trend line, but it is showing a decrease. Freeland Park has not shown a 
specific trend. 
 
Pigeon Guillemot: A training for interested volunteers is scheduled for May 27th.  
 
Kelp: Leal Dickson has been recruiting volunteers to conduct kelp surveys, and is involved in the 
International Kelp Alliance to collaborate on determining a monitoring protocol that will be consistent 
from one group to the next. 
 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc): None 
 
 
County: San Juan 
Month/Year: April 2015 
Submitted by:  Greg Ayers 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): None 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 

The San Juan County workshop concerning oil spills coordinated by VEDA contractors, with financial 
support from the NWS foundation, went very well.  There were 43 participants, include some of the 
SJC elected officials.  
 
The Marine Managers Workshop related to marine traffic issues and opportunities was held on 
March 26th and 27th 2015 in Friday Harbor.  There were 53 participants and included representatives 
from Canada.  Participants were asked to score the quality of the meeting.  Most of the programs 
were scored as a 3 or 4 with an average of 3.1. 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): None 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 

Tina Whitman, Science Director, Friends of the San Juans, presented updates about projects funded 
by the salmon recovery board to the MRC in April.   
 
Two restoration projects are schedule to begin this summer.  In Westsound, on Orcas Island, a 
pocket beach restoration, including creosote and boulder removal, starts in August.  SJC Public 



Works will also update and stabilize shoreline along Deer Harbor Road.  There is a shoreline armor 
removal project lined up on Brown Island  
 
Friends of the San Juans is working with the Land Trust, asking property owners to give up 
development rights on shoreline habitat.  The Land Trust monitors all easements annually.  
Easements are permanently on property deeds, so as they sell, people will buy the properties 
knowing about the easements and are usually glad about it.   
 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, 
questions to the Commission, etc): 
 
Barbara Roenkotter’s retirement and Marta Branch focusing on MRC activities only have left large 
holes in SJC marine program operations.  Presently consultants are being brought in to cover the 
LIO, with help from the Conservation District.  There have been a couple of rounds of interviews for 
the Salmon Recovery Coordinator and from those interviews there are two viable applicants. 
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