
 
 

Executive Committee Meeting 
May 18, 2015 • 10:00 am – 11:00 am 

Conference Call 
 
 
Committee Members: Nan McKay, Jerry Masters, Ken Carrasco, Ron Thom 
Commission Staff/Support: Ginny Broadhurst, Holly Faulstich, Terry Stevens  
 
 
MRC Conference 
 
Ginny announced that Florian Graner was recently confirmed as keynote speaker for the MRC Conference 
in November. Florian is a marine biologist and highly talented underwater photographer and 
cinematographer. A survey on conference session topics and ideas will be sent out to Commissioners and 
MRC members this week. Ginny asked for feedback from the Executive Committee regarding if/how they 
want to be involved in the conference this year.  
 
2015-16 Commission meetings 
 
Per Nan’s request, Commission staff drafted a calendar of locations, presentation topics and scheduled 
tasks/events for the 2015-16 Commission meetings. The committee discussed possible presentation topics 
for future meetings. All agreed that the MRC conference is a venue for training and information sharing 
whereas the Commission meetings provide an opportunity for decision-making. Nan suggested that the list 
of presentation topics be narrowed down to one or two priority issues (such as net pens, oil transport or 
ocean acidification) on which the Commission may take a position or action. Department of Ecology is 
interested in presenting on net pens at the July Commission meeting. As chair of the Science Advisory 
Committee, Ron offered to help as needed, whether it be providing advice on speakers and topics or 
researching and weighing in on technical issues/uncertainties that may impede decision making. Ginny 
will work on organizing these ideas with the NWSC chair and vice chair after the next Commission 
meeting. 
 
MRC Status Reports 
 
Ginny provided an update on the status of MRCs to the group.  
 
Miscellaneous Topics 
 
At the May 29 Commission meeting, each MRC will present a project from their upcoming grant proposals. 
Elections for chair and vice chair will take place at the end of the meeting.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Ginny congratulated Ron on his recent appointment to the NWSC by the Governor.  She expressed her 
gratitude for his willingness to serve on the Commission as well as the Science Advisory Committee. He 
will be a tremendous asset.  
 
Ginny is working with the offices of Senator Murray and Representative Larsen to pass reauthorization 
language for the Commission. Larsen is willing to be the prime sponsor on the House side and Murray on 
the Senate side. Ginny may request letters of support from members of the Executive Committee in the 
near future.  
 
Dr. Jeff Payne, director of NOAA’s Office for Coastal Management, recently visited Padilla Bay and Ginny 
had the opportunity to meet with him. He was very interested in supporting the work of the Commission 
and Ginny will continue to follow up with him and other folks at NOAA. 
 
On May 14, Ginny gave a presentation to EPA’s Puget Sound Team on the work of the Commission and 
MRCs. She emphasized the uniqueness of MRCs for their ability to make strong connections with local 
elected officials and accomplish important work at the county level.  
 
Ron reported that he is co-chairing the 2016 Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference (Vancouver, BC, April 13-
15, 2016) and is in the midst of putting together a Conference Program Committee, upon which Ginny  has 
agreed to serve. He hoped that MRC members will be able to attend and benefit from this great learning 
and networking opportunity.   
 
Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting of the Executive Committee will be on June 15 at 10am.  


