
 
 

Northwest Straits Commission 
April 24, 2015   10:00 am – 12:00 pm 

WebEx Conference Call 
 

Attendees 
 
Commission Members: Christine Woodward (Chair, Skagit), Dale Moses (Jefferson), Jeff Ward (Clallam), 
Greg Ayers (San Juan), Chris Brown (Whatcom Alt.), Tom Hoban (Snohomish Alt.), Ed Adams (Island Alt.), 
Jerry Masters, Terrie Klinger, Nan McKay, Marc Daily (Alternate) 
 
Additional MRC Representation: Austin Rose (Whatcom), Phil Green (San Juan), Rachel Benbrook 
(Whatcom), Taylor McDowell (Snohomish), Jay Lind (Skagit), Shannon Davis (Jefferson), Tom Temple 
(San Juan), Anna Toledo (Island) 
 
Commission Staff: Ginny Broadhurst, Caroline Gibson, Sasha Horst, Holly Faulstich  
 
Others in Attendance: Lisa Kaufman (NWS Foundation), Terry Stevens (Padilla Bay Reserve), Suzanna 
Stoike (PSP) 
 
Absent: Sheida Sahandy, Terry Williams, Lenny Corin, Lincoln Loehr, Ken Carrasco 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
 
Christine opened the meeting with introductions.  
 
Approval of February Meeting Minutes 
 
The minutes from the February 27, 2015 Northwest Straits Commission meeting were approved as 
written. 
 
NWSC Committee Reports 
 
Executive Committee: The Executive Committee met twice since the last Commission meeting. Nan 
reported that at their March meeting, the committee debriefed on the annual retreat and discussed 
next steps. Dale inquired about the process going forward with regards to updating the strategic plan 
with new actions. Commission staff will review notes from the retreat and decide how best to proceed. 
At their April meeting, they welcomed Ron Thom to the committee (chair of the new Science Advisory 
Committee). Nan expressed a desire to plan out a year’s worth of Commission meetings, which would 
include identifying presentation topics and scheduled tasks/events such as budget approval, work plan 
review, annual retreats and conferences. Topics of interest for future meetings should be sent to Nan 
and Ginny. Jeff noted it would be helpful for the Commission and Foundation to create and share 
forward-looking agendas with one another. The EC also discussed the status of strategic plan 
implementation. Ginny noted that Commission staff have been attending MRC meetings to support 
project proposal discussions and have communicated the importance of referencing the strategic plan in 
the process.  
 



 
 

External Relations Committee: Jerry explained that the committee met at the end of March and 
discussed the existing sustainability plan. They agreed the overall direction of the plan is correct – 
diversified funding continues to be essential – but they recommended updating the plan with current 
information on the role of funding from local, state and federal sources in supporting the work of the 
Initiative. The committee suggested that local governments might be more receptive if the request was 
for just 10% as a point of entry, and a goal of at least $20K could be phased in. Ginny mentioned that the 
MRC staff met recently and she reminded the group that the Commission can help support them in their 
local funding requests.  The committee will update the sustainability plan and present it for approval at 
the May meeting. On the federal side, Ginny met with staff from Senators Cantwell and Murray’s offices 
and discussed the need to pass reauthorization language. She also discussed collaborative legislative 
outreach opportunities with Jeff Parsons, Legislative Affairs Director at Puget Sound Partnership.  A 
proposal for $200k was recently submitted to NOAA, and if granted, would help pay for staff salary and 
continuing work on ocean acidification outreach and local forums.  
 
Nomination Committee: Jerry reported that the nominating committee is still accepting nominations for 
chair/vice chair and will present a full slate of candidates for election at the May Commission meeting. 
 
Science Advisory Committee: Caroline reported that the new Science Advisory Committee met for the 
first time on April 17. Their primary duties will be to provide scientific input, guidance and technical 
review for MRC projects. Marc noted that Ron Thom was recently hired part time to provide advice and 
scientific leadership to Puget Sound Partnership (PSP) as well, which will provide additional 
opportunities for collaboration between the Commission and PSP.  
 
Commission Business Items 
 
Puget Sound Day on the Hill: Ginny provided an overview of Puget Sound Day on the Hill, which she 
attended on March 25 in Washington DC. The event was organized by Representatives Kilmer and Heck 
in coordination with the Puget Sound Partnership and Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission. Roughly 
25 participants (including Marc and Sheida) met with legislative staff and elected officials with 
delegations from the Puget Sound region and beyond. The intent was to raise awareness and improve 
understanding of the size, complexity and needs Puget Sound recovery efforts. It was a successful effort 
and is expected to become an annual event.  
 
MRC Conference: Ginny reported that the fall MRC conference will be held November 6-7 at the 
Lakeway Inn in Bellingham. Save the date cards will be distributed soon, along with a survey on session 
topics and feedback.  
 
MRC grant RFP and timeline: MRC project proposals are underway for the 2016 RFP and Commission 
staff are available to help support that process as needed. Ginny reminded MRC representatives to refer 
to the strategic plan goals when developing new projects.  
 
May meeting/MRC project presentations: Ginny presented a draft agenda for the May 29 Commission 
meeting and reminded MRC representatives to let Holly know who will be presenting by May 1. The final 
FY15 project proposals are due May 31. Ginny also announced that Commission staff are reviewing the 
dates and locations for 2015-16 Commission meetings; a revised calendar will be distributed soon. 
 



 
 

 
MRC Reports 
 
Jefferson: Dale reported that the MRC co-sponsored a forage fish survey training for 19 volunteers at 
Fort Townsend State Park for their upcoming shoreline restoration project. Interpretive signs are being 
drafted for this project and rain gardens in Port Townsend. The MRC is continuing to advertise vacant 
positions, but have no candidates lined up. Dale also mentioned an article he read about an XPRIZE for 
creating ocean pH sensor technology. 
 
Clallam: Jeff announced that the Clallam MRC hosted an 8-hr HAZWOPER training on March 21, 
attended by 45 people, and a two-day oiled wildlife training that was filled to capacity. The MRC is in the 
midst of discussing project proposals and one idea is to use past MRC projects and data to update the 
geographic response plan for the region. Rep. Derek Kilmer will be attending an MRC-sponsored coastal 
cleanup on Saturday. 
 
Whatcom: Chris Brown reported that the MRC co-sponsored a presentation at Village Books by Joe 
Gaydos and Audrey Benedict on their new book and they packed the house! On April 21-22, the MRC co-
hosted a clam survey at North Chuckanut Bay with third grade students and it was a considered a great 
success by all involved. At their April meeting, the MRC discussed 2015-16 projects, including 
kelp/eelgrass monitoring, plankton monitoring and mussel watch.  
 
Snohomish: Tom Hoban announced that three new Snohomish MRC members were approved by County 
Council. Alyson Rae completed her term with WCC and Taylor McDowell replaced her as MRC Program 
Assistant. The recreational crabber subcommittee is moving forward with a photo contest. The MRC has 
participated in two public meetings regarding the Meadowdale Feasibility Study. 
 
Skagit: Jay Lind announced that twenty-five Salish Sea Stewards will graduate on April 30 after 40 hours 
of classroom and field training. Fidalgo Bay Day is scheduled for August 29 at the Fidalgo Bay Resort. 
Paul Dinnel has been actively involved in pinto abalone outplanting at six locations near Burrows, Allan 
and Cypress Islands. Volunteer beach seining training occurred in February with 51 people in attendance 
including five MRC members.  
 
Island: Ed Adams reported that John Carr replaced Bill Larsen as the representative from the Port of 
Coupeville. The MRC submitted an advisory document to the Island County DNR regarding the net pen 
prohibition in the Shoreline Management Plan. The Commission and WDFW hosted a forage fish survey 
training in Coupeville on April 21 and pigeon guillemot monitoring training is scheduled for May 27.  
 
San Juan: Greg reported that the MRC hosted a successful Marine Managers’ Workshop on March 26-
27, focused on vessel traffic risks to the Gulf and San Juan Islands. Over 50 people attended, including a 
contingent of Canadian speakers and participants. Proposal for 2015-16 projects is in the works and will 
be further discussed at May meeting. Multiple positions on the MRC are soon to be vacant. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://oceanhealth.xprize.org/about/overview
http://oceanhealth.xprize.org/about/overview


 
 

Invited Speaker 
 
Action Agenda & EPA Funding Update 
 
Marc Daily, Deputy Director of the Puget Sound Partnership, presented an overview of the newly-
revised EPA funding model and process for updating the 2016 Action Agenda. Under this new funding 
model, there will be three lead organizations based on the strategic initiatives of the Action Agenda 
(AA): Habitat, Shellfish and Stormwater (the previous model had four lead organizations that were 
hosted by state agencies). These leads will be responsible for convening Strategic Initiative (SI) Teams 
comprised of technical experts, program managers, and policy specialists. Team members will also be 
recruited from tribes, Local Integrating Organizations (LIO), academia and NGOs to provide a variety of 
perspectives. SI Teams are responsible for formulating recommendations on AA priorities and soliciting, 
reviewing and recommending near-term actions for AA updates. 
 
What MRCs need to know: $250k will be going to each Local Integrating Organization (LIO) to 
implement their two year action plan.  Marc emphasized the importance of MRCs engaging with their 
LIOs to make sure their work is considered and represented in the local two year plans. Those plans will 
have much greater emphasis in the Action Agenda going forward. Contact Marc if the process isn’t 
working. 
 
Roundtable 
 
There was some confusion about the details of the funding scenario. Commission staff will schedule a 
follow up call for specific questions and issues. If possible, MRCs should invite their local LIO coordinator 
to present at an MRC meeting. Suzanna Stoike, Ecosystem Recovery Coordinator, offered to be a 
resource as well.  
 
Call for sessions is now open for the 2016 Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference – deadline June 30, 2015. 
Conference will be held in Vancouver, British Columbia, April 13-15, 2016. 
 
Public Comment  
 
None. 
 
Adjourn  
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:05 pm. The next meeting will be on May 29, 2015 at the Padilla Bay 
Reserve. 

http://www.psp.wa.gov/LIO.php
http://www.wwu.edu/salishseaconference/call-for-session.shtml

