
 
 

Commission staff updates – May 2015 
 
MRC Conference Planning 

Ginny contacted Dr. Florian Graner and confirmed him as our keynote speaker for Friday, Nov 6.   

A list of ideas for sessions was developed by Commission staff with input from the Foundation and is 
part of a survey that has been sent to everyone involved in the Initiative.   

Commission staff met with Foundation staff on logistics planning and outlining staff roles related to 
supporting the event.  

2014 NWSC Annual Report  

The Annual Report was written and put together in-house by Commission staff.  We have some hard 
copies available and are providing them to MRCs to share with local leaders. It is also available on 
our website.  Let us know if you want additional hard copies.   

Kelp  Monitoring  

There has been a lot of interest from MRC members to be part of a regional kelp monitoring project 
over this summer.  We are looking into insurance coverage for volunteers.  Caroline has been 
contacting MRCs to gauge interest and identify MRC “kelp leads”. 

Forage Fish Training  

On May 21, volunteers to learned to identify surf smelt and sand lance eggs on the beach in 
Anacortes through a training organized by the Commission and taught by WDFW staff.  The 
volunteers will use this knowledge to survey beaches for eggs in the coming year.  Many beaches 
that are likely to have forage fish spawn have not yet been assessed and without data, there’s no way 
to protect spawning habitat.  Data will be provided to local permit centers, agencies and our own 
SoundIQ.   

Ocean Acidification Forums 

Commission staff worked with the Island MRC to identify and confirm speakers, an agenda and 
created poster for a Community Forum on Ocean Health in Langley, May 5. There was a great turnout 
and surveys showed tremendous interest and knowledge gained by those attending.  Ginny was 
moderator.  

Commission staff are working with Skagit MRC on a June 11 forum in Anacortes.   

http://www.nwstraits.org/media/1502/2014-nwstraits-annualrpt.pdf
http://www.nwstraits.org/media/1502/2014-nwstraits-annualrpt.pdf
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MRC Grants Update  

April marked the end of the second quarter of the grants, and Commission staff provided feedback on 
MRC deliverables and reviewed MRC spending to date.  

Commission staff are also working with all seven MRCs as they develop new project ideas and 
prepare their proposals for submission by May 31. Staff are also providing ongoing support to MRC 
staff and county fiscal officers for using Ecology’s web-based grant management system (EAGL). 
Several counties have had new fiscal officers in the last few months.  

Communications 

Ginny is drafting an updated Communications Plan to help provide more clarity on messages, target 
audiences, tools and responsibilities for the Commission’s communications.  The plan includes both 
external and internal messages. It will be vetted with the Commission in the coming months.  

Ginny provided briefings on the work of the Northwest Straits Initiative to EPA’s Puget Sound Team 
and Director of NOAA’s Office of Coastal Management as well as the Salish Sea Stewards class.   

The Commission is currently administering a website, as well as social media on:  

• Facebook page (www.facebook.com/NWStraits) – approx. 420 followers 
• Twitter (@nwstraits) – over 160 followers, including key media contacts 
• Instagram – (@nwstraits) new account with just 9 followers so far!  

Follow us and let us know what suits you. MRCs are encouraged to send photos and/or project 
highlights that we can use on social media.  

The Commission’s monthly newsletter is sent out mid-month to a list of over 1,000 recipients.  

Regional Forums on Puget Sound Recovery 

Caroline attended the Puget Sound Partnership’s Implementation Strategies meeting in Tacoma on 
May 19.  

Ginny attended the Ecosystem Coordination Board meeting in Edmonds on May 21.   

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/NWStraits
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PSEMP Forage Fish & Food Webs Workgroup  

The PSEMP Forage Fish (FF) Workgroup, staffed by Holly, has been meeting quarterly since October 
2014. Some recent activities involving workgroup members include: coordinating forage fish symposia 
at the upcoming American Fisheries Society and Salish Sea Ecosystem Conferences; facilitating 
forage fish survey trainings; developing a Sound-wide FF research and monitoring plan; and moving 
forward recommendations from the Cherry Point Technical Committee for Pacific herring recovery.  

One item of particular interest: Workgroup members from WDFW and DNR, along with many partners, 
have been shepherding a FF research and monitoring bill through the legislature this session.  On May 
7, it was signed into law by Governor Inslee! The bill (SSB 5166) directs WDFW and DNR to conduct a 
systematic survey of smelt and sand lance spawning beaches throughout the Sound using 
Washington Conservation Corps teams over the next two years.  It also directs the WDFW to conduct 
a mid-water trawl survey to find adult forage fish throughout the Sound.  The Commission will be 
working with interested MRCs to assist with these forage fish spawning surveys in the North Sound 
over the next two years.   

Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference  

The 2016 Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference planning is underway and will be held April 13-15, 2016 in 
Vancouver, BC.  It will be a great learning and networking opportunity for MRC members if they are 
able to attend. Thom is co-chairing the conference and Ginny joined the program committee.  The call 
for sessions is now open, with a deadline of June 30.  

Marine Debris Project  

The Northwest Straits Commission’s role with the marine debris project is completed and Paul Argites 
has moved on to another job.  Here’s some information from his project summary:  Over 16.5 months, 
cleanup efforts removed 91,863 pounds (41.13 tons) of marine debris from 30 project sites located 
throughout Whatcom, Skagit, Snohomish, Island, Clallam and Jefferson counties. Much of the debris 
removed consisted of small plastic and foamed fragments, beverage bottles, large Styrofoam blocks, 
car tires, preservative treated wood, and derelict fishing/aquaculture gear. 

The Washington Conservation Corps Veterans crews worked with NW Straits staff on marine debris 
removal projects for a total of 58 ten-hour days. Crews removed on average 1,584 pounds of debris 
during each working day.  
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A multitude of public, private and tribal land owners were involved, including the WA Dept of Fish and 
Wildlife, WA Dept of Natural Resources, The Nature Conservancy, Lummi Nation, Swinomish Tribal 
Community, Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe, Whidbey Camano Land Trust, Jefferson Land Trust, Island 
County Parks Dept, Whatcom County Parks Dept, City of Bellingham, Port of Bellingham, City of 
Blaine, Naval Air Station Whidbey Island, Port of Anacortes, City of Anacortes, San Juan Preservation 
Trust, Port of Port Townsend, Snohomish County Parks Dept, City of Everett and many others.   

The Northwest Straits Commission collaborated with the Anacortes Arts Festival to turn marine debris 
into works of art. Portions of debris collected during cleanup projects were donated to the Anacortes 
Arts Festival staff for a community-based art project called “Tidecraft” in which salvaged marine 
debris is used to construct artwork. The collection of debris from beaches and waterways will be on 
display at the August 2015 festival and will provide an opportunity for the public to learn more about 
its impacts on the environment.    


