
 
 

Northwest Straits Commission 
June 26, 2015   10:00 am – 12:00 pm 

WebEx Conference Call 
 

Attendees 
 
Commission Members:  Nan McKay (Chair), Jerry Masters (Vice Chair), Dale Moses (Jefferson), Phil 
Green (San Juan), Lenny Corin (Island), Lincoln Loehr (Snohomish), Ken Carrasco (Whatcom), Sheida 
Sahandy 
 
Commission Staff: Ginny Broadhurst, Caroline Gibson, Sasha Horst, Holly Faulstich  
 
Others in Attendance: Christine Woodward (Skagit), Joan Drinkwin (NWS Foundation), Suzanna Stoike 
(PSP), Christopher Krembs (Ecology), Mindy Roberts (Ecology) 
 
Absent: Terry Williams, Jeff Ward, Ron Thom, Terrie Klinger, Jamey Selleck 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
 
Nan opened the meeting with introductions.  
 
Approval of May Meeting Minutes 
 
The minutes from the May 29, 2015 Northwest Straits Commission meeting were approved as written. 
 
NWSC Committee Reports 
 
Executive Committee: The executive committee (EC) did not meet in June. Jerry reported that the 
committee is looking for an additional MRC representative to serve on the executive committee as 
required by the by-laws. The EC is responsible for developing Commission meeting agendas and tackling 
organizational questions. The next EC meeting is scheduled for July 6 from 10 am – 11 am. Contact Jerry, 
Nan or Ginny if interested in serving on this committee or learning more about it. 
 
External Relations Committee: Ginny reported that the external relations committee (ERC) met on June 
2 and discussed progress on reaching local, state and federal officials with information about the work 
of the Commission and MRCs. The ERC reviewed and provided feedback on a communication strategy 
document and the updated sustainability plan for the Commission. Ginny will provide copies of these 
documents for discussion at the July Commission meeting. 
 
Science Advisory Committee: Caroline reported that the science advisory committee members have 
been reviewing projects proposed by MRCs for the 2016 grant cycle. There are just a few projects left to 
be finalized.  
 
Business Items 
 
Commission staff updates  



 
 

 
Ginny reported that results have been tallied from the MRC conference survey and six session topics 
were tentatively identified. The Commission and Foundation staff are working on narrowing down these 
priority topics and lining up speakers for the event. Suggestions for presenters are welcome and should 
be sent to Ginny. 
 
Caroline reported that five MRCs are interested in testing the kelp survey protocol this summer. Island 
and Jefferson MRCs started field trials last week. Datasheets and the protocol are available on the 
Commission’s website: http://www.nwstraits.org/media/1055/nwsc_kelpsurveyprotocol_final_2014.pdf 
Scan or send completed hardcopy datasheets to Caroline. 
 
Commission staff coordinated a Community Forum on Ocean Health on June 11 in Anacortes. This was 
the 16th forum in the past three years and they will start up again in the fall. 
 
Sasha and Ginny provided an update on MRC project proposals for the 2015-16 grant cycle. All 
applicable projects are being sent to the Science Advisory Committee for technical review. Four have 
been submitted in EAGL and three are still in review or need modifications. Sasha reported that 
deliverables and invoices for the second quarter of the 2014-15 grants have been reviewed, with two 
still requiring modifications for approval. 
 
June 30 is the deadline for submitting a session to the 2016 Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference. 
Foundation and Commission staff are working together to coordinate session proposals. The conference 
will be held in Vancouver, BC, April 13-15, 2016. 
 
The Commission partnered with the Coastal Training Program in June to provide a two-day presentation 
training for MRCs on how to explain science, share projects and build trust. It was highly effective. 
 
Sasha reported that she’s been in communication with MRC staff regarding a potential government 
shutdown in the event that a state budget is not passed by June 30. This would affect all Commission 
staff and all MRC grant agreements, as well as any MRC contractors. Sheida was optimistic that a deal 
would be reached at the last minute to avoid a shutdown. 
 
Background on net pen issue 
 
Ginny reported that Dept. of Ecology and NOAA are interested in presenting on the topic of net pen 
aquaculture at the July Commission meeting. In response to a request, Commission staff put together a 
one page summary of the Northwest Straits Initiative’s involvement in the issue.  Ginny explained that 
there are policy changes coming from agencies as well as new management practices and encouraged 
Commissioners to read through the materials and come prepared for the July meeting with questions.  
 
Summer field trips  
 
Ginny has been in communication with MRC chairs, staff and representatives about possible field trips 
this summer. The goal is to share the great work of the MRCs with county, city and state elected 
officials. Contact Ginny with additional ideas. 
 

http://www.nwstraits.org/media/1055/nwsc_kelpsurveyprotocol_final_2014.pdf
http://www.wwu.edu/salishseaconference/call-for-session.shtml


 
 

Change to September meeting date 
 
The September Commission meeting in Clallam County is scheduled for the same date as the Dungeness 
River Festival (September 25). Ginny suggested moving it forward one week to October 2. A doodle poll 
will be sent out to Commissioners to determine if this date is feasible. 
 
Derelict net removal celebration  
 
Joan announced that there will be a derelict net removal celebration on August 13 at Boxcar Park in Port 
of Everett. Ginny has been involved in planning the event. A save-the-date card will be coming out soon. 
 
Puget Sound federal funding  
 
Sheida reported that the Puget Sound Partnership has been working with Representatives Kilmer and 
Heck to push for increased recognition and support for Puget Sound. Sheida recently returned from DC 
as a guest of America’s Great Waters Coalition and had the opportunity to voice support for increased 
Puget Sound funding levels in the Interior Appropriations bill.  
 
MRC Reports 

Clallam: No representative present.  

Whatcom: Ken announced that the Whatcom MRC co-hosted a water quality monitoring training on 
June 3, in which forty-two community members participated, and also hosted a booth at the Blaine 
Water Fest 2015. MRC staff recruited volunteers to assist with surveying shellfish harvesters along 
Drayton West Beach – a new recreational shellfish harvest area open from April 1 – October 31, 2015.  
 
Jefferson: Dale reported that interviews for two new MRC member positions are scheduled for late 
June. The MRC is interested in working more closely with their Local Integrating Organization (LIO) and 
invited John Cambalik, Strait ERN Coordinator, to present at their June meeting. The MRC lost three of 
their six eelgrass buoys this winter and are working on relocating old gear and replacing the lost buoys. 
 
Island: Lenny announced he will be resigning his position as MRC representative, effective July 2015. Ed 
Adams has volunteered to serve as the new rep. Linda Rhodes will be taking over for Leal Dickson as 
kelp lead when he moves off the island later this month. On June 26-27, the MRC will be co-sponsoring 
the International Guillemot Appreciation Days in partnership with the Whidbey Audubon Society. Emily 
Bishop is their new intern on the pigeon guillemot project. 
 
San Juan: Phil reported that Patti Gobin from Tulalip Tribes has been appointed by the County Council to 
fill the tribal representation position on the MRC. They are collecting applications for two other open 
positions. The MRC was involved in multiple outreach events in June, including hosting a booth at the 
Solstice Day Parade Event and presenting Good Steward Awards. They also co-sponsored a presentation 
by Dr. Gary Greene that drew over 200 participants. 
 
Skagit: Christine reported that at the MRC’s June meeting, Pete Haase provided an update on forage 
fish surveys in Skagit County. Over 50 volunteers have helped in the past three years. Additionally, 25 



 
 

new volunteers recently completed the 2015 Salish Sea Stewards training. Fidalgo Bay Day will be held 
August 29 at the Fidalgo Bay Resort.  
 
Snohomish: Lincoln reported that MRC staff are developing an Instagram photo contest (using 
#CatchMoreCrabSnoCo) for the summer season to reduce crab pot loss. The MRC has selected three 
Snohomish County sites to survey bull kelp in July. The Snohomish and Island MRCs are co-hosting a 
picnic followed by a MRC meeting on September 16 at Clinton Beach Park on Whidbey Island. 
 
Roundtable 
 
Joan provided an update on Foundation projects, including Fort Townsend State Park (hoping to start 
construction this year) and Shannon Point –  on track and likely to start construction next year. New 
officers were elected – Lenny Corin, President; Jay Lind, VP; Ken Carrasco, Secretary; Greg Ayers, 
Treasurer – but current officers will stay on through hiring of a new Executive Director. 
 
Public Comment  
 
None. 
 
Invited Speakers 
 
The Blog, El Nino, and the Drought in Puget Sound 
 
Christopher Krembs, Marine Monitoring Unit, EAP, Ecology 
 
Christopher provided an overview of large scale climatology impacts on Puget Sound region’s rainfall, 
snowpack, streamflow, and marine water quality. He described the characteristics of the Blob (mass of 
warm water in the northern Pacific) and how it has affected ocean currents, marine ecosystems and 
inland weather. Click here for a copy of the presentation.  
 
The NOAA Fisheries publication that Christopher mentioned, entitled, “Changing Winds Explain Most 
Pacific Coast Warming” can be found by clicking here. 
 
Drought and Pacific Ocean Influences on Puget Sound and the Salish Sea 
 
Mindy Roberts, Marine Monitoring Unit, EAP, Ecology 
 
Mindy discussed how different processes affect dissolved oxygen (DO) in the Salish Sea, including future 
population, land cover, snowpack, Pacific Ocean trends, and air temperature. The models predict that 
warm, low DO Puget Sound waters will persist through summer 2015. Click here for a copy of the 
presentation. 
 
Adjourn  
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:00 pm. The next meeting will be on July 31, 2015 in Snohomish County. 

http://www.nwstraits.org/media/1566/master_nwsc_krembs-1.pdf
http://www.nwstraits.org/media/1567/news-swfsc.pdf
http://www.nwstraits.org/media/1565/pugetsound2015influences-nwsc062615.pdf
http://www.nwstraits.org/media/1565/pugetsound2015influences-nwsc062615.pdf

