
 
 

Commission staff updates – July 2015 
 

 
MRC Conference Planning – Commission and Foundation staff met July 15 to check in on 
conference planning and identify staff roles. Six session topics that ranked highest in the survey 
sent to MRC members have been assigned to staff leads for development. Marine 
cinematographer Florian Graner has accepted the invitation to serve as this year’s Friday evening 
keynote speaker. Ginny is putting together an advisory committee to assist with the agenda and 
closing session.   

Kelp Monitoring – Caroline has been working with Tom Mumford and kelp leads on the MRCs to 
initiate kayak surveys of bull kelp using the protocol developed last summer. The Foundation has 
provided a liability waiver for MRC volunteers through its insurance policy. Four MRCs are 
conducting field trials this month and plan surveys in August and September; volunteer pilot 
Gregg Ridder plans a flyover to photograph sites of interest. Six MRCs included a kelp monitoring 
project in the next grant cycle. GIS analyst Suzanne Shull will work with Commission staff to build 
a kelp database (to be housed in SoundIQ). 

Forage Fish – On July 23 the Commission hosted the Puget Sound Ecosystem Monitoring 
Program’s (PSEMP) Forage Fish & Food Webs Workgroup, staffed by Holly. It was an excellent 
meeting with presentations by researchers with UW and the Salish Sea Marine Survival Project, 
WDFW and the PSEMP Marine Birds Workgroup. Holly produced the second edition of the 
quarterly PSEMP newsletter (http://eepurl.com/bsX-MX), with an update on the Commission’s 
forage fish monitoring program.  

Caroline has been coordinating with WDFW staff on surveys planned in response to new 
legislation; with NW Straits Foundation staff on forage fish monitoring and outeach, and with 
members of the PSEMP work group who are also identifying ways to plug in volunteers.  

2015 American Fisheries Society Conference – On August 17-18, the Northwest Straits Initiative 
will be represented at the largest gathering of fisheries professionals in North America. Caroline 
will co-chair the symposium Forage Fish Research and Management Across North America, 
featuring 34 oral presentations by researchers including Tessa Francis, Science Advisory 
Committee member; Jamey Selleck, Skagit MRC member; and Lucas Hart, Jefferson MRC 
member.  

http://eepurl.com/bsX-MX
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MRC Grants Update – A quarterly reporting period recently ended for the 2014-15 MRC grants. 
Sasha worked with MRCs and county fiscal staff to initiate and submit payment requests and 
progress reports, review deliverables and process them for the state fiscal year closeout. All 
proposals for 2015-16 MRC grants are progressing through Ecology’s online grants system 
(EAGL). During the month of August, Sasha will be preparing the scope of work for each MRC’s 
grant with the goal of having them ready for signature as soon as new funds are available.  

Communications – Our social media presence continues to gradually increase, as well as the 
mailing list for our monthly newsletter. MRCs are encouraged to offer participants at their events 
the option to sign up for our newsletter list on event sign-in sheets. Our July newsletter was sent 
on the 16th of the month to a list of over 1,000 individuals.  

2016 Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference – Ginny is serving on this year’s program committee. 
Session abstracts were submitted earlier this month by Commission staff, MRCs and the NW 
Straits Foundation staff. The call for presentation abstracts will be made once sessions have 
been selected. We expect that the Initiative will be well represented at the conference.  

Goodbye Holly, Hello Robert – This month our Program Assistant Holly Faulstich accepted a new 
position at Whatcom County and had her last day in the office on July 24. Holly did a fantastic job 
and will be greatly missed. Announcement to re-fill that position is now posted on our web site 
(http://www.nwstraits.org/media/1619/job-posting-final2.pdf). This month the Commission hired an 
intern, Robert Harvey, who will help support a variety of work in a part-time (1-2 days/week) 
capacity for the next few months.  
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