
 
agenda 

 
 

Location:  Snohomish County Campus, Public Mtg Room #1, First Floor Drewel Building 
3000 Rockefeller Ave., Everett, WA 

Date/Time: July 31, 2015  –  10:00 am to 3:00 pm  
 

10:00 – 10:15   Welcome and Opening Remarks Dave Somers, Chairman (invited) 
Snohomish County Council  

10:15 – 10:20 Introductions  
Approval of June meeting minutes 

Nan McKay, Chair 
 

10:20-10:40   Kelp Monitoring Update Lincoln Loehr - Snohomish MRC 

10:40 – 11:20 NWSC Committee Reports 
Executive Committee 

- Sustainability plan 
External Relations Committee 

- Communications plan 
 Science Advisory Committee 

 
Jerry Masters 
 
Jerry Masters 
 
Ron Thom 

11:20 – 11:50 MRC Reports MRC Representatives 

11:50 – 12:00 Public Comment All 

12:00 – 1:00 Working Lunch  

1:00 – 2:00 Shoreline planning: Update on net pen 
policy and technical guidance 

Cedar Bouta & Tim Gates, Ecology 
Laura Hoberecht, NOAA 

2:00 – 2:15 Puget Sound Partnership update  

2:15 – 2:45 Commission Projects/Business Items 
MRC conference 
Forage fish monitoring and rockfish 
recovery plan 

Staff 

2:45 – 3:00  Roundtable All 

3:00 Adjourn  

 



 
 

Northwest Straits Commission 
June 26, 2015   10:00 am – 12:00 pm 

WebEx Conference Call 
 

Attendees 
 
Commission Members:  Nan McKay (Chair), Jerry Masters (Vice Chair), Dale Moses (Jefferson), Phil 
Green (San Juan), Lenny Corin (Island), Lincoln Loehr (Snohomish), Ken Carrasco (Whatcom), Sheida 
Sahandy 
 
Commission Staff: Ginny Broadhurst, Caroline Gibson, Sasha Horst, Holly Faulstich  
 
Others in Attendance: Christine Woodward (Skagit), Joan Drinkwin (NWS Foundation), Suzanna Stoike 
(PSP), Christopher Krembs (Ecology), Mindy Roberts (Ecology) 
 
Absent: Terry Williams, Jeff Ward, Ron Thom, Terrie Klinger, Jamey Selleck 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
 
Nan opened the meeting with introductions.  
 
Approval of May Meeting Minutes 
 
The minutes from the May 29, 2015 Northwest Straits Commission meeting were approved as written. 
 
NWSC Committee Reports 
 
Executive Committee: The executive committee (EC) did not meet in June. Jerry reported that the 
committee is looking for an additional MRC representative to serve on the executive committee as 
required by the by-laws. The EC is responsible for developing Commission meeting agendas and tackling 
organizational questions. The next EC meeting is scheduled for July 6 from 10 am – 11 am. Contact Jerry, 
Nan or Ginny if interested in serving on this committee or learning more about it. 
 
External Relations Committee: Ginny reported that the external relations committee (ERC) met on June 
2 and discussed progress on reaching local, state and federal officials with information about the work 
of the Commission and MRCs. The ERC reviewed and provided feedback on a communication strategy 
document and the updated sustainability plan for the Commission. Ginny will provide copies of these 
documents for discussion at the July Commission meeting. 
 
Science Advisory Committee: Caroline reported that the science advisory committee members have 
been reviewing projects proposed by MRCs for the 2016 grant cycle. There are just a few projects left to 
be finalized.  
 
Business Items 
 
Commission staff updates  



 
 

 
Ginny reported that results have been tallied from the MRC conference survey and six session topics 
were tentatively identified. The Commission and Foundation staff are working on narrowing down these 
priority topics and lining up speakers for the event. Suggestions for presenters are welcome and should 
be sent to Ginny. 
 
Caroline reported that five MRCs are interested in testing the kelp survey protocol this summer. Island 
and Jefferson MRCs started field trials last week. Datasheets and the protocol are available on the 
Commission’s website: http://www.nwstraits.org/media/1055/nwsc_kelpsurveyprotocol_final_2014.pdf 
Scan or send completed hardcopy datasheets to Caroline. 
 
Commission staff coordinated a Community Forum on Ocean Health on June 11 in Anacortes. This was 
the 16th forum in the past three years and they will start up again in the fall. 
 
Sasha and Ginny provided an update on MRC project proposals for the 2015-16 grant cycle. All 
applicable projects are being sent to the Science Advisory Committee for technical review. Four have 
been submitted in EAGL and three are still in review or need modifications. Sasha reported that 
deliverables and invoices for the second quarter of the 2014-15 grants have been reviewed, with two 
still requiring modifications for approval. 
 
June 30 is the deadline for submitting a session to the 2016 Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference. 
Foundation and Commission staff are working together to coordinate session proposals. The conference 
will be held in Vancouver, BC, April 13-15, 2016. 
 
The Commission partnered with the Coastal Training Program in June to provide a two-day presentation 
training for MRCs on how to explain science, share projects and build trust. It was highly effective. 
 
Sasha reported that she’s been in communication with MRC staff regarding a potential government 
shutdown in the event that a state budget is not passed by June 30. This would affect all Commission 
staff and all MRC grant agreements, as well as any MRC contractors. Sheida was optimistic that a deal 
would be reached at the last minute to avoid a shutdown. 
 
Background on net pen issue 
 
Ginny reported that Dept. of Ecology and NOAA are interested in presenting on the topic of net pen 
aquaculture at the July Commission meeting. In response to a request, Commission staff put together a 
one page summary of the Northwest Straits Initiative’s involvement in the issue.  Ginny explained that 
there are policy changes coming from agencies as well as new management practices and encouraged 
Commissioners to read through the materials and come prepared for the July meeting with questions.  
 
Summer field trips  
 
Ginny has been in communication with MRC chairs, staff and representatives about possible field trips 
this summer. The goal is to share the great work of the MRCs with county, city and state elected 
officials. Contact Ginny with additional ideas. 
 

http://www.nwstraits.org/media/1055/nwsc_kelpsurveyprotocol_final_2014.pdf
http://www.wwu.edu/salishseaconference/call-for-session.shtml


 
 

Change to September meeting date 
 
The September Commission meeting in Clallam County is scheduled for the same date as the Dungeness 
River Festival (September 25). Ginny suggested moving it forward one week to October 2. A doodle poll 
will be sent out to Commissioners to determine if this date is feasible. 
 
Derelict net removal celebration  
 
Joan announced that there will be a derelict net removal celebration on August 13 at Boxcar Park in Port 
of Everett. Ginny has been involved in planning the event. A save-the-date card will be coming out soon. 
 
Puget Sound federal funding  
 
Sheida reported that the Puget Sound Partnership has been working with Representatives Kilmer and 
Heck to push for increased recognition and support for Puget Sound. Sheida recently returned from DC 
as a guest of America’s Great Waters Coalition and had the opportunity to voice support for increased 
Puget Sound funding levels in the Interior Appropriations bill.  
 
MRC Reports 

Clallam: No representative present.  

Whatcom: Ken announced that the Whatcom MRC co-hosted a water quality monitoring training on 
June 3, in which forty-two community members participated, and also hosted a booth at the Blaine 
Water Fest 2015. MRC staff recruited volunteers to assist with surveying shellfish harvesters along 
Drayton West Beach – a new recreational shellfish harvest area open from April 1 – October 31, 2015.  
 
Jefferson: Dale reported that interviews for two new MRC member positions are scheduled for late 
June. The MRC is interested in working more closely with their Local Integrating Organization (LIO) and 
invited John Cambalik, Strait ERN Coordinator, to present at their June meeting. The MRC lost three of 
their six eelgrass buoys this winter and are working on relocating old gear and replacing the lost buoys. 
 
Island: Lenny announced he will be resigning his position as MRC representative, effective July 2015. Ed 
Adams has volunteered to serve as the new rep. Linda Rhodes will be taking over for Leal Dickson as 
kelp lead when he moves off the island later this month. On June 26-27, the MRC will be co-sponsoring 
the International Guillemot Appreciation Days in partnership with the Whidbey Audubon Society. Emily 
Bishop is their new intern on the pigeon guillemot project. 
 
San Juan: Phil reported that Patti Gobin from Tulalip Tribes has been appointed by the County Council to 
fill the tribal representation position on the MRC. They are collecting applications for two other open 
positions. The MRC was involved in multiple outreach events in June, including hosting a booth at the 
Solstice Day Parade Event and presenting Good Steward Awards. They also co-sponsored a presentation 
by Dr. Gary Greene that drew over 200 participants. 
 
Skagit: Christine reported that at the MRC’s June meeting, Pete Haase provided an update on forage 
fish surveys in Skagit County. Over 50 volunteers have helped in the past three years. Additionally, 25 



 
 

new volunteers recently completed the 2015 Salish Sea Stewards training. Fidalgo Bay Day will be held 
August 29 at the Fidalgo Bay Resort.  
 
Snohomish: Lincoln reported that MRC staff are developing an Instagram photo contest (using 
#CatchMoreCrabSnoCo) for the summer season to reduce crab pot loss. The MRC has selected three 
Snohomish County sites to survey bull kelp in July. The Snohomish and Island MRCs are co-hosting a 
picnic followed by a MRC meeting on September 16 at Clinton Beach Park on Whidbey Island. 
 
Roundtable 
 
Joan provided an update on Foundation projects, including Fort Townsend State Park (hoping to start 
construction this year) and Shannon Point –  on track and likely to start construction next year. New 
officers were elected – Lenny Corin, President; Jay Lind, VP; Ken Carrasco, Secretary; Greg Ayers, 
Treasurer – but current officers will stay on through hiring of a new Executive Director. 
 
Public Comment  
 
None. 
 
Invited Speakers 
 
The Blog, El Nino, and the Drought in Puget Sound 
 
Christopher Krembs, Marine Monitoring Unit, EAP, Ecology 
 
Christopher provided an overview of large scale climatology impacts on Puget Sound region’s rainfall, 
snowpack, streamflow, and marine water quality. He described the characteristics of the Blob (mass of 
warm water in the northern Pacific) and how it has affected ocean currents, marine ecosystems and 
inland weather. Click here for a copy of the presentation.  
 
The NOAA Fisheries publication that Christopher mentioned, entitled, “Changing Winds Explain Most 
Pacific Coast Warming” can be found by clicking here. 
 
Drought and Pacific Ocean Influences on Puget Sound and the Salish Sea 
 
Mindy Roberts, Marine Monitoring Unit, EAP, Ecology 
 
Mindy discussed how different processes affect dissolved oxygen (DO) in the Salish Sea, including future 
population, land cover, snowpack, Pacific Ocean trends, and air temperature. The models predict that 
warm, low DO Puget Sound waters will persist through summer 2015. Click here for a copy of the 
presentation. 
 
Adjourn  
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:00 pm. The next meeting will be on July 31, 2015 in Snohomish County. 

http://www.nwstraits.org/media/1566/master_nwsc_krembs-1.pdf
http://www.nwstraits.org/media/1567/news-swfsc.pdf
http://www.nwstraits.org/media/1565/pugetsound2015influences-nwsc062615.pdf
http://www.nwstraits.org/media/1565/pugetsound2015influences-nwsc062615.pdf
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Northwest Straits Marine Conservation 
Initiative Sustainability Plan 
Funding history and background 

The Northwest Straits Initiative is a Congressionally-authorized organization that takes a local approach 
to citizen stewardship of marine resources.  It was created in 1998 as an alternative to a NOAA Marine 
Sanctuary designation.   

Funding history: From 1999 through 2010, the Northwest Straits Commission received a federal annual 
appropriation (see table below).  This funding increased over the years to a high of $1.6 million in 2009 
and 2010. Changes in congressional processes eliminated the opportunity to receive a federal 
appropriation in 2011 and as a result, funding to the Northwest Straits Initiative ceased, creating a huge 
budgetary gap.  In 2011, the NWSC’s budget came from a portion of 2010 funding ($380K) held in 
emergency reserve, allowing the NWSC to continue to operate beyond July 2011 and keep staff and 
basic operations functioning.     

NWSC Funding History 1999 to 2012 (and projected 2013 funding) 
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In September 2011, the NWSC received a $400K capacity grant from EPA, that covered the period from 
January 1 - June 30, 2012. Beginning in July 2012 funding for the Commission and MRCs was provided 
through an interagency agreement with the Puget Sound Partnership.  Some supplemental funding has 
been provided through NOAA and a small grant with USGS.  

 

The Path Forward  
The Northwest Straits Initiative can succeed in carrying out its mission but is unlikely to find a means to 
return to a single source of full funding.  Success will occur by tapping diverse funding that will include 
local, state, federal and private sources.   A new funding scenario is achievable given the level of support 
and appreciation for the work that is carried out by the organization.   Success will require a 
commitment from all facets of the organization – MRC members, Commissioners, Commission staff and 
the Foundation all pulling together and working effectively from a common plan.  This plan also requires 
excellent messaging – we need to effectively communicate what we do and why funding to the NWSC is 
a wise investment.  

Local government support  
MRCs are closely tied with their respective local governments – members are appointed by local elected 
officials and the committee provides an advisory function to the board of commissioners (or county 
council).  Over the years MRCs have provided important functions that the county has come to rely on.   

The MRC is a voice for local marine conservation and restoration priorities.   

The MRC is a forum for discussing and debating local marine conservation and restoration issues among 
diverse and educated local residents.  

The MRC is a place where project ideas are developed and implemented.  Local volunteerism leverages 
additional resources and project results are visible. 

 These functions are noticed and appreciated by local government officials and the support of these 
leaders should not be underestimated.  On many occasions local leaders have stepped up and written 
letters of support or testified at hearings in support of the Northwest Straits Initiative.  An excerpt from 
a support letter shows the rationale from the coastal caucus for supporting the MRCs.  

“MRCs carry out a vital role of communication related to Puget Sound recovery issues and have 
established a high degree of trust and respect in their communities. They provide education to the 
community in the form of speakers’ series, forums on topics such as ocean acidification, stormwater and 
how to manage your shoreline.  
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MRCs carry out local actions of importance that are a vital piece of implementing the Puget Sound action 
agenda. MRCs have played a big role in providing information on shoreline restoration and protection 
projects that are identified in the action agenda. The priorities and goals of MRCs are closely aligned with 
the Puget Sound action agenda.  
 
In addition, MRCs leverage incredible local resources that are otherwise unavailable to Puget Sound 
recovery efforts. All of the committees have diverse representation from local tribes to science 
professionals and business and environmental interests. They share in common the interest to get local 
restoration and protection projects accomplished and to better inform their neighbors about improving 
stewardship of the marine resources.” 

(Excerpt from a 2011 letter to Puget Sound Partnership chair Martha Kongsgaard from the WA 
Association of Counties Coastal Caucus signed by co-chairs Helen Price-Johnson and Phil Johnson) 

Financial support to MRCs from local governments varies but is generally quite minimal.  MRCs 
historically “had their own funding” and it wasn’t necessary for local governments to contribute.  
However counties that have contributed to their MRCs have seen more projects accomplished.  It’s 
important to recognize that the decline in federal funding came during the recession when local 
government budgets were also tight, making it unlikely that local governments could fill in where the 
federal government left a gap.   

Executive committee recommendation:  set a goal to increase local support of MRCs and create a more 
equal balance among MRCs.  Consider approaching applicable cities and local partners such as Port 
districts for support.   

How:  each MRC should work with local elected officials from the county and nearby cities to make the 
case for funding at a modest level that leverages other support.   

Other local support:  there are opportunities to obtain funding through the local integrating 
organizations or other local funding programs.  Counties and cities may be able to utilize MRC support to 
assist in completing marine conservation projects that would otherwise strain local governmental 
capacity.  

GOAL:  $20K per MRC or for first time contributions 10% match to NWSC grant ($7000).  

State Funding  
The Northwest Straits Commission does not receive state funding support.  MRCs are the local 
organization that identifies local priorities to protect the marine and nearshore areas and develops 
projects to achieve protection and restoration.  MRCs have provided priorities for the nearshore and 
marine environment to Local Integrating Organizations.  MRCs and the Commission are carrying out 
projects to implement the Puget Sound Action Agenda. 
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The state does provide financial support to 4 coastal MRCs:  Grays Harbor, North Coast (Clallam and 
Jefferson), Pacific and Wahkiakum counties.  The coastal MRCs were established using the Northwest 
Straits Initiative model but use the WA Dept of Fish and Wildlife for administration.   

Executive Committee recommendation:  set a goal to obtain state funding in the 2016 legislative 
session.  

How:  External Relations committee will consult with some key legislators and agency legislative affairs 
personnel to determine course of action for 2016 session with goal of $350K request and making 
linkages to coastal MRC funding.  Explore opportunities for tapping a fee-based revenue source. 

GOAL:  $350,000   

Federal Funding  
NOAA was interested in the region as a National Marine Sanctuary in the 1980’s and 90’s.  That process 
was a demonstration of interest in federal trust species and recognition of the need for federal 
investment in the region.  If the Sanctuary proposal passed, the federal government would have 
invested a lot more financial resources than they have through the Northwest Straits Initiative. If the 
Sanctuary process had succeeded, there would be federal funding for a Northwest Straits Sanctuary.  
Lacking a Sanctuary designation, the Northwest Straits Initiative has little federal connection other than 
the original Congressional authorization.  

NWSC staff has worked in close coordination with the federal delegation and federal agencies over the 
many years to identify linkages with agency missions and opportunities for funding.  The inability to 
earmark funding along with the enormous decreases in federal agency budgets has created slim 
opportunities to obtain federal funding other than competitive project grants (which are fewer than in 
past years).    

Executive committee recommendation:   

• NWSC staff continue to work with the delegation, tribal governments and federal agencies such 
as NOAA, EPA, USFWS and others to inform them that our work represents multiple years of 
federal investment in local marine conservation and stewardship and lines up closely with their 
mission statements. 

• NWSC and MRCs continue to demonstrate the linkages between our work and the Action 
Agenda.  

Competitive Grants 
 

The NWSC and MRCs have had some success obtaining grant writing for individual MRC.  MRCs often 
use the NWS Foundation for grant writing, and sometimes fiscal and project management.  The NWS 
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Foundation has successfully procured funding for several multi-MRC projects such as oil spill 
preparedness and shoreline landowner workshops.   
 
Executive committee recommendation: continue to use additional grants to expand the capacity of MRC 
projects and to leverage Commission funds.  

How:  all MRCs should have a list of projects to be funded above and beyond what is available from the 
Commission.  Commission and Foundation staff should assist as needed to develop projects and identify 
additional funding sources.  

GOAL:  $300,000  

 
Private and other funding sources 
Various private foundations, individuals and businesses offer opportunities to raise additional funds for 
the Initiative. As a non-profit organization, the NWS Foundation is in the best position to solicit private 
funding.  

Executive committee recommendation:  work with the NWS Foundation to raise a minimum of $10K per 
MRC and develop a long-term strategy to grow that account. (this proposal has not yet been vetted with 
the Foundation) 

 

Conclusions 

The NWSI began an entirely new funding paradigm in 2011.  The NWSI will pursue diverse funding 
streams for FY2013 through a multi-pronged strategy that involves participation from the entire 
organization.  Capacity funding at previously experienced levels are unlikely.  Doing so ensures every 
piece of the organization knows its role and its mission as we continue equipping local citizens for a 
lifetime of co-managing their environmental priorities in the Northwest Straits. 
 

 



Northwest Straits Commission Communications Matrix 
 
Communications - current situation  
 
External:  current communications with our external audiences are strong and focused on “What we’re doing”.  The primary forms of 
communication to our external audiences are through our web site, newsletter and a variety of social media (e.g. twitter, FB, Instagram). The 
Commission and our 7 MRCs have name recognition among many agencies, tribes and partners as well as local elected officials and most of our 
federal delegation.    
 
Internal:  current communications with our internal audience are strong and focused on internal processes (such as funding cycles) and sharing 
information among MRCs.  We use Commission meetings, our newsletter, MRC staff meetings and Commission staff attendance at MRC meetings 
to support this communication.   
 
Challenges (external) - our distance to Seattle and Olympia and our small staff make us an occasional presence among natural resource managers 
and agency people who regularly attend regional meetings.  We have a lot of different target audiences and it can be hard to know just how we’re 
doing with regards to communication success because it always feels that there are more people to reach. Additionally we operate in 7 of 12 Puget 
Sound counties and that limits our ability to integrate with Sound-wide processes. 
 
Challenges (internal) – with 7 MRCs and associated staff, we experience a lot of turnover of people who are part of our communication network.  
We rely on MRC representatives to the Commission to relay information from Commission meetings to MRCs and we support that communication 
with meeting summaries and meeting highlights (quick turnaround) to help with consistency of the messaging. We use MRC staff meetings as 
another important tool, though it is challenging to get the MRC staff all to one meeting because of travel and work load issues.  
 
Communication successes:  we have a strong website and have invested in upgrades to all MRC websites, and are reaching an increasing number of 
people through those sites, particularly new users.  NWSC electronic newsletter started as a method to share information among MRCs, but gained 
momentum and readership and evolved into a successful external communication tool.  We have excellent readership with a distribution list over 
1000 individuals including elected officials, agency staff, partner organizations and MRC members. Our use of social media has expanded and we are 
reaching new audiences with more targeted messages through those outlets, with some key individuals (such as reporters) among our followers. 
MRCs are developing relationships with local media and have had some recent successes in publication of their work in local outlets.    
The derelict gear program provided a lot of attention and appreciation to the organization. Our DG accomplishments provided a means to develop 
strong relationships with agency managers and really put us on the map.  Eventually however, it received so much attention that some people don’t 
know that we do anything else so recent challenge has been to encourage media focus on other local projects.  
 
 
 
  



Northwest Straits Commission Communications Matrix 
GOALS 
(external) 

OBJECTIVES TOOLS  WHO DOES IT 

1.Increased understanding of 
marine conservation issues in 
our area among leaders and 
improved political will to solve 
problems 

Hold community forums on 
important issues, promote 
discussion and solutions. 

Local community forums, 
web sites, FB, twitter 
 

Commission staff 
and MRCs 

 Create Commission meetings with 
timely topics for discussion and 
action.  
Use annual conference as forum 
for emerging and complex issues. 
 
 

Commission meeting agenda, 
MRC Conference agenda, 
web site and social media 

Commission staff 
and MRCs 

2.Increased understanding of 
marine conservation issues 
among public to create 
stronger stewardship practices 

Local discussion of marine 
conservation issues and solutions. 

MRC educational projects  
Web sites, public meetings, 
FB, Twitter 

MRCs  
Commission 
Foundation  

 Use the media and other tools to 
promote understanding of projects 
and why they are being done 
 

Press release, Twitter 
Annual report 
Website  
Newsletter  

Commission staff, 
MRCs 

3.Advise local leaders on 
marine resource issues 

Provide regular briefings to local 
elected officials, encourage their 
attendance at MRC meetings 

MRC meetings and expertise MRC staff and 
members 

4.Strong understanding of 
NWSI work by scientists, 
agency and tribal managers to 
promote partnerships and 
collaboration 

Participate in regional 
workgroups, provide input for 
inclusion in Action Agenda 
 

ECB 
Action agenda 
Commission meetings 
MRAC 
NWSI strategic plan 
SoundIQ 

MRCs  
Commission  
Foundation 

 Develop GIS platform for MRC 
data and project information 
 

SoundIQ Commission staff 
and MRCs 



Northwest Straits Commission Communications Matrix 
5. Obtain funding for 
Commission projects 
 

Promote projects and upcoming 
work/funding needs 
 

Targeted meetings Commission 
Director 
External Relations 
Committee 

    
GOALS 
(internal) 

OBJECTIVES TOOLS  WHO DOES IT 

1.MRC members, staff and 
Commission members have 
strong understanding of the 
mission and work of NWSI  

Provide training and orientation to 
new members as they join MRCs 
and the 
Commission  

Orientation manuals and 
process 
NWSI strategic plan 

MRC staff and/or 
new member 
committee 
NWSC Director or 
appointed person 

 Provide background and reminders 
about mission at Commission 
meetings and MRC Conference 
 

Meeting and conference 
agendas 

Commission staff 

2.MRC members, staff and 
Commission have strong 
understanding of on-going 
projects of MRCs and 
Commission 

Continued sharing of project 
information at Commission 
meetings and MRC conference as 
well as written materials 

MRC conference 
Commission meetings, 
newsletter, websites 

MRCs 
Commission  
Foundation  

3.MRC members understand 
the structure and functions of 
Commission and Foundation  

Provide clear information about 
Commission and Foundation roles 
and structure 

Website, training manuals, 
fact sheets 

Commission  
Foundation 

4. Achieve funding support 
from all 7 counties (at least 
$20K) 

Request funding directly from 
county government 

Presentations and meetings 
with council and other county 
officials 

MRC members with 
support from MRC 
staff and 
Commission  

 



 
 

Executive Committee Meeting 
July 6, 2015 • 10:00 am – 11:00 am 

Conference Call 
 
 
Committee Members: Nan McKay, Jerry Masters, Ron Thom 
Commission Staff/Support: Ginny Broadhurst, Holly Faulstich, Terry Stevens  
 
MRC grant process  
 
Ginny provided an update on the status of MRC grant proposals. The committee discussed some of the challenges and 
issues associated with subcontracts and sub-awards such as accumulated indirect costs. The committee also discussed 
the role of Commission funds when MRCs are partnering with the Foundation and leveraging additional funding.  
 
Executive committee membership 
 
According to the Commission’s bylaws, the executive committee shall have no fewer than two MRC representatives. With 
Christine’s departure from the Commission, a new representative is needed in her place. Ginny agreed to follow up with 
people who may be willing and available to serve. 
 
Role of committee at MRC conference 
 
The MRC conference is scheduled for November 6-7 and the executive committee will play an active role in 
shaping/planning the event. Ginny will share a draft agenda at the next EC meeting and roles will be assigned based on 
interest and availability (Nan will not be present at the conference). Ron offered assistance on behalf of the Science 
Advisory Committee as well. Recommendations for speakers, sessions, invitees and field trips should be sent to Ginny.  
 
July Commission meeting agenda 
 
The July Commission meeting agenda includes the usual business items, with the addition of a presentation on net pens 
by representatives from Ecology. Ginny asked the executive committee about presenting two documents at the meeting 
for review and approval: the communications strategy and the updated sustainability plan. All agreed to proceed with 
putting those documents forward for discussion.  
 
Miscellaneous topics 
 
Ginny and Joan have been involved in planning a derelict net removal celebration on August 13 in Everett. They are 
currently finalizing a list of speakers for the event. Senator Patty Murray and Representative Norma Smith will be present.  
 
With the passage of the new state operating budget on July 1, Commission staff received a 3% pay increase – first time 
since 2008. 
 
On a sad note, Holly accepted a new position with Whatcom County Public Works and will be leaving the Commission 
staff family. Ginny will be looking to hire a replacement quickly.  
 
Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting of the Executive Committee will be on August 17 at 10am.  



MRC Monthly Reports – July 2015 
 
County: Clallam 
Submitted by: Cathy Lear and Helle Andersen 

Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-chair, NWSC 
representative/alternate, staff): None  
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from past month such 
as number of participants or highlights): 

Marine Debris 
Clallam County MRC members Cathy Lear, Helle Andersen, Bob Vreeland and intern Haley Gray walked in the 2015 Port 
Angeles Fourth of July Parade to promote the Ediz Hook Beach cleanup event on July 5th. The focal point of their float 
was Sarah Tucker’s “Merperson” sculpture, made of marine debris.  

The 2015 Ediz Hook beach Cleanup of July 5th was a great success. Thirty-five volunteers, the youngest only 5, worked 
together to clean 20 bags worth of debris. Walking the two miles of shoreline on the bay side and parking areas at the 
Hook, volunteers reported the most common items found were sparkler sticks and other firework remains.  

Olympia Oyster Restoration 
On July 2nd, 2015 the Dungeness River Management Team hosted a summer field trip to the Olympia Oyster Restoration 
Site in Sequim Bay. Approximately 15 participants including several Clallam MRC members showed up on a sunny, hot 
day. The tour started at the Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe Center with a presentation by shellfish biologist Ralph Riccio and 
Clallam MRC intern Victoria Cantelow.  

The restoration project started in 2012 by placing grow-out bags with approximately 6,200 Olympia oyster seeds on 
Jamestown’s Sequim Bay tidelands. The goal was to restore a 1-acre bed of self-sustaining Olympia oysters. In 2013 
seeded cultch bags with approximately 500,000 oysters were spread onto the tidelands and in 2014 seeded cultch bags 
with approximately 250,000 oysters were spread on to an additional half acre. The restoration effort so far has been a 
success with the Olympia oysters thriving on the Sequim Bay tidelands. Projects in 2015 include construction of 
spawning pools, shell strings and a larval connectivity study. Future projects include a study in Washington Harbor to 
determine the feasibility of introducing Olympia oysters into Washington Harbor, including areas of the north lagoon 
recently reconnected to Sequim Bay and the Strait of Juan de Fuca. If successful, the project could add 1-2 acres of new 
Olympia oyster beds in Clallam County.  

After the presentation all participants went out on the tidelands to see the restoration efforts including the cultch bags 
with juvenile Olympia oysters and the spawning pools.  

Speaker series 
The education outreach intern, Emily Larson, arranged for Tori Cantelow to speak about the Olympia oyster restoration 
effort on Wednesday July 22 at 6 pm. The event will be held at Feiro Marine Life Center. Another speaker, Ian Miller, will 
be giving a presentation in August on his work along the nearshore. Time and location to be determined. 

2015 meeting schedule is as follows:

August 17 
September 21 
October 19 

November 16  
December 21 
 

 
 
 
 



County: Island 
Submitted by: Anna Toledo 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-chair, NWSC 
representative/alternate, staff): On July 15, Ed Adams was appointed by the Board of Island County Commissioners as 
the new Island MRC Representative to the Northwest Straits Commission. Lenny Corin had previously presented his 
resignation as the Representative effective July 2015. The MRC is grateful for Corin’s 6 years of service and Adams’s 
willingness to serve in this role. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from past month such 
as number of participants or highlights): 
Meetings: 

- On July 7, Dr. Tom Mumford gave a presentation on the importance of kelp, its role in the ecosystem and 
economy, and how it fits into the picture of restoring and preserving Puget Sound. 

Events: 
- On June 21, Anna Toledo gave a presentation on shoreline restoration and armoring reduction, highlighting the 

MRC’s work at Cornet Bay, to the Adult Forum at St Augustine’s-in-the-Woods Episcopal Church. 
- Island and Snohomish MRCs will be holding a joint meeting and potluck on September 16 at Clinton Beach Park. 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): It was identified that there 
will be about $5,000 of unused funds in the Task 1 Operations budget for the current grant cycle. The MRC discussed 
options and priorities for use, and delegated the Executive Committee to decide how to best use the funds. The 
Executive Committee decided to allocate $4,000 to the monitoring task, with the majority to go to the pigeon guillemot 
project to allow the summer researcher to review comments and update an article summarizing the project and results 
to submit for publication in a peer-reviewed journal. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
Forage Fish: Dan Penttila was contracted to conduct forage fish spawn surveys at Cornet Bay for June-August. The first 
survey was conducted June 28; no eggs were found. 
 
Eelgrass: The eelgrass team has completed underwater videography at the 10 chosen sites. Aerial photographs have 
been taken of the entire eastern shore of Whidbey and about half of the western shore. 
 
Pigeon Guillemot: The summer surveys are underway, and Emily Bishop is working as the summer researcher, 
conducting in-depth monitoring at selected sites. An online data input system has been developed and launched to ease 
and improve the process of data entry, analysis, and sharing. 
 
County:  Jefferson 
Submitted by:  Cheryl Lowe 
 
Membership/Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-chair, NWSC 
representative/alternate, staff):  
We have two new members and one position change. (BOCC final approval will be on Aug 3rd.)  
Nam Siu is now Environmental Alternate. Ashley Mackenzie is the new District 1 Alternate. Wade Crouch is the new 
District 3 Representative. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from past month such as 
number of participants or highlights):  
 
Past Meetings & Events:  

• The JCMRC July meeting was cancelled.  
• MRC Committees: Kelp Committee held project training on July 11th. Education Committee met on July 8th. 

Executive Committee met July 21, 2015.  



• MRC volunteers also continue to collect forage fish spawning samples at Fort Townsend State Park every two 
weeks, with samples delivered to Point-No-Point Treaty Council fisheries staff for analysis.  

Upcoming Meetings/Events:  
• Next MRC meeting is August 4th. A member picnic is scheduled for Aug 18th. 
• DNR Protection Island Aquatic Reserve Stewardship Committee meeting is July 27 and MRC members have been 

invited to participate. 
• A volunteer training for invasive European Green Crab monitoring is scheduled for July 27 in partnership with 

the Port Townsend Marine Science Center. 
• Wooden Boat Festival is Sept 11-13. 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 

1. Port Townsend Eelgrass buoys: As of June 29th, currently permitted buoys are installed. Thanks for MRC 
members Nam Siu and Dale Moses, a popular boater’s navigational app called Active Captain now has detailed 
information about the voluntary no anchor zones and why eelgrass is important to protect. Expansion of Port 
Townsend no-anchor zone: We are still waiting for final permits from WA DNR and confirmation of eelgrass bed 
boundaries from the eelgrass videography survey before installation. Eelgrass survey was completed July 18th 
and report is due by the end of July. Installation is scheduled for Sept 4th, with Port of Port Townsend again 
donating use of a boat and skipper. Permits from Corps of Engineers, HPA (WDFW) and City of Port Townsend 
have been received. Graphic designer is now working on the interpretive sign updates and we are confirming 
with the City of Port Townsend on what sign permits will be required. Brochure updates will follow, once the 
sign graphics are completed. 

2. Fort Townsend SP Nearshore: Artist conceptual and design sketches were revised and approved. Artist is now 
working on paintings. Draft text is being circulated to committee. Forage fish spawning samples are being taken 
twice a month.  

3. Rain Gardens Project: The two Rain Garden interpretive signs for the Garfield Street sites were installed. The 
sign for the NW Maritime Center site is in final design phase.  

4. Outreach and Education: MRC meeting with the Jefferson Co. Dept of Community Development was postponed 
until August 18th. Education Committee has selected a theme and is working on the MRC exhibit for the Wooden 
Boat Festival. MRC has provided some assistance to WA Sea Grant staff for local volunteer training to monitor 
for presence of European Green Crab.  

5. Kelp: Kelp committee has held several planning meetings and a training on July 11th. Teams are now out in the 
water monitoring and Lucas Hart is coordinating some boater reconnaissance surveys. 

 

County: San Juan County 

Submitted by: Phil Green 

 

Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from past month such 
as number of participants or highlights): 

The San Juan MRC was wearing its Citizen Advisory Group (CAG) hat at both meeting in July. Final project proposals for 
salmon recovery were reviewed, TAG (Technical Advisory Group) comments were presented and scoring criteria for 
socio-economic benefits were given. A final ranking of projects will happen at the August meeting. 

A core team of MRC members continues to review changes to the SMP. They will be reporting to the MRC at the August 
meeting. 

Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 

As mentioned above, the big project for the MRC members for July is acting as the CAG.  

Marta Branch finished the quarterly Northwest Straits Progress Report. 



County: Skagit 
Month/Year: July/2015 
Submitted by: Jamey 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from past month such 
as number of participants or highlights): 

• The August 13th Skagit MRC meeting has been canceled so that MRC members can participate at the Northwest 
Straits Initiative’s Derelict Net Removal Celebration going on that same day.  

• Forage Fish Lab Training- July 2:  The Northwest Straits Foundation coordinated a forage fish egg identification lab 
training for a handful of volunteers, taught by Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife at Padilla Bay National 
Estuarine Research Reserve. The purpose of this training was to further our efforts in forage fish spawning surveys at 
Skagit MRC/NWSF restoration sites. This training covered new field sampling methods at different tidal heights with a 
strong focus on egg identification with the use of microscopes in the lab, including identifying egg development 
stages. Skagit MRC and the NWSF are working to develop a plan to begin conducting lab analysis of samples collected 
at Skagit restoration sites. A portion of these samples will then be passed on to WDFW for QA/QC analysis. 

• Bowman Bay Marine Habitat Monitoring Event- July 24: Northwest Straits Foundation and the Skagit MRC sent out a 
press release inviting the public to participate at Bowman Bay Marine Monitoring Day on Friday, July 24 at Bowman 
Bay, Deception Pass State Park. Jason Morgan along with several MRC members and volunteers conducted beach 
seine monitoring and forage fish spawning surveys in anticipation of the upcoming Bowman Bay Nearshore 
Restoration Project. Community members were invited to learn more about what ‘monitoring’ is, and to participate in 
these hands-on activities. Photoariums for viewing fish caught in the beach seine were passed around to curious on-
lookers. A display table was set up with posters about forage fish and citizen science monitoring. Fact Sheets for the 
upcoming nearshore restoration project of Bowman Bay, slated to begin in fall 2015, were also provided. The project 
will remove 1,600 tons of riprap stretching 540 feet along the shoreline, improving 0.6 acres of nearshore habitat as 
well as public access to the beach. In addition, a student from WWU who is working on a short documentary about 
forage fish for the Friends of Skagit Beaches interviewed Jay Lind (Skagit MRC Chair) about the forage fish habitat 
restoration project at Bowman Bay. 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 

• Skagit Restoration Initiative Request for Proposals: The Northwest Straits Foundation and the Skagit MRC sent 
out a Request for Proposals for Marine and Nearshore Habitat Restoration in Fidalgo and Padilla Bays as part of 
the Skagit Restoration Initiative. Funding was awarded to the Samish Indian Nation for the Weaverling Spit 
Phase 3 Beach Restoration project.  

 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 

• Salish Sea Stewards/Beach Naturalists: Volunteers from the Salish Sea Stewards program have contributed over 606 
hours of service to efforts related to marine and coastal issues so far this year. 379 of those hours specifically 
supported MRC projects. A volunteer appreciation potluck was held at Washington Park in Anacortes on June 25th. A 
de-briefing session with the Salish Sea Stewards planning committee was held on June 30 to review the successes of 
the 2015 training. All agreed that the 2016 training should see a reduction in overall lecture time, offer more hands-on 
skill instruction, and include more time for making personal connections within the group. As per the evaluation plan, 
a 3 month post course survey will be distributed to the graduates in July to assess volunteerism and overall course 
experience. An ice cream social will be held at Padilla Bay on July 21 in coordination with a presentation 
on eelgrass research in Padilla Bay. The Beach Naturalists at Washington Park made over 140 contacts 
with visitors so far this summer. On July 18th the Beach Naturalist program at Washington Park included 
the Shannon Point mobile touch tank which attracted lots of interest from the public! The Coastal 
Volunteer Partnership at Padilla Bay now has a new logo.  

• Shannon Point Nearshore Restoration: Coastal Geologic Services has completed approximately 60% design level for 
the updated design that includes placement of a retaining wall at the toe of the bluff below the community 
association and landward of the causeway. The Northwest Straits Foundation met with the adjacent landowners to 
present the new design. There is still some uncertainty linked to what the City will decide to do with the trail. Tina 
Mirabile of AES completed a wetland assessment since the retaining wall will encroach in the wetland buffer. She 
suggested we do plantings to offset the impacts of the wall to the buffer. We will need to find funding for 
construction. It is anticipated that we will receive an additional $50,000 from USFWS Puget Sound Coastal Program. 
Pre-construction monitoring continues. Beach seining began in June, resulting in many fish, both in numbers and 



diversity. A Salish Sea Steward volunteer provided a boat to assist with beach seining at the site since there was 
limited access. Intertidal and forage fish egg sampling is continuing.  

• Bowman Bay Nearshore Restoration: Nothing new to report. The bid process has been delayed until tribal 
consultation can be completed, which likely will occur at the end of this month. Everything is still on track for 
construction to begin mid-September, 2015. Pre- construction monitoring continues.  

• Fidalgo Bay Day: The Fidalgo Bay Resort has been reserved for August 29th. The event is being coordinated with the 
Friends of Skagit Beaches Trail Tales National Estuaries Day event along the Tommy Thompson Trail. Pre-event task 
assignments, a timeline and preliminary budget have been established by the planning committee. Leads have been 
assigned for each task. Kid’s hands-on activities have been identified. Lots of fun activities are planned. Participants 
and presenters have been contacted. The planning committee met again on July 27th. Planning, coordination, and 
event promotion continues. 

• Olympia Oyster Restoration: Finished the routine annual sampling at the Fidalgo Bay trestle seed plot, retrieved and 
deployed a few additional cultch bags to monitor larval settlement and deployed a bunch of new "shell string" devices 
around Fidalgo Bay. These new samplers may eventually replace the cultch bags we've used in the past and may 
become the standard sampling unit all around Puget Sound. Additional sampling in Padilla Bay and Fidalgo Bay will 
take place July 30 and 31 and possibly August 1st.  

• Pinto Abalone Restoration: Nothing new to report. 
• Nearshore Restoration Monitoring: Monitoring continues. Plenty of volunteers eager to help. While the volunteers 

are out monitoring the restoration sites, other volunteers set up an information table for the public to help answer 
questions about the monitoring. It includes intertidal and forage fish monitoring posters and quadrat examples that 
people can try. It also includes a tray with different mix of gravel and sand, and a magnify glass to look for forage fish 
eggs. It is a great way to engage the public and provide very valuable outreach. 

• Shoreline Landowner Workshop: Site visits were held at various locations on Samish Island and Guemes Island. A 
total of four site visits were held on Samish Island all along one stretch of shoreline. A combined report was 
generated for a segment where multiple property owners were represented. Similarly on Guemes Island, several 
workshop participants and their neighbors on the west side of the island received site visits. Some parcels were 
adjacent to each other, while others were separated. This group had a strong interest in trying to remove armoring or 
improve habitat where feasible, unfortunately, most have minimal setbacks so their options are limited. 

•  Sound IQ: Nothing new to report. 
 
 
County: Snohomish 
Submitted by: Kathleen Herrmann 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from past month such 
as number of participants or highlights): 
 
Kathleen Herrmann and Traci Sanderson attended Green Shores for Homes (GSH) meetings at Padilla 
Bay and Edmonds on July 11th and 12th, respectively. The goal of GSH is to test technical guidelines and incentives to help 
landowners restore their shoreline. 
 
Susan Tarpley, Mike Ehlebracht and Lincoln Loehr attended a Mukilteo Town Hall meeting on May 25th to hear Mukilteo 
Mayor Jennifer Gregerson and State Representative Strom Peterson speak on the issue of coal and oil trains. Over 40 
people attended the meeting to learn about the threats posed by coal and oil transport, and how legislators are working 
to increase oil train safety. Susan Tarpley, MRC member, commented at the meeting to inform the attendees of the 
MRC’s work to promote and oil spill tabletop exercise. The Oil Spill Subcommittee has decided to reach out to Scott 
McCleary of BP to discuss ideas for the subcommittee working with industry. 
 
Recreational Crabbing opening day is on Thursday July 2nd. The Snohomish MRC is engaging recreational crabbers on 
smart tips to avoid losing crab pots. MRC Members and Staff will pass out informational materials to crabbers on 
opening day. The MRC and Snohomish County will also be promoting the #CatchMoreCrabSnoCo photo contest. MRC 
staff displayed photo contest information on the first floor of the Admin West building, Snohomish County campus. The 
goal of this project is to reduce the number of lost crab pots in Puget Sound by promoting best management practices.  
 



The MRC identified eight tips to help avoid losing crab pots: 
1. Add weight to your pot 
2. Check the tides 
3. Check the currents 
4. Use longer line 
5. Use weighted line 
6. Use a high visibility buoy 
7. Watch your pots 
8. Avoid high traffic areas 
The Snohomish and Island County MRCs will co-host a picnic and MRC meeting on September 16th. The event will take 
place at Clinton Beach Park on Whidbey Island. 
 
 
County: Whatcom 
Submitted by: Austin Rose 
 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from past month such 
as number of participants or highlights): 
 

• At the July MRC meeting, member reviewed their 2015-16 project schedule and milestones for upcoming 
projects. The MRC will not hold their general MRC meeting in August. 

 
• On Thursday, July 30 from 7-8pm at the Birch Bay Bible Community Church the MRC will co-host a FREE public 

speaker series event with the Birch Bay Watershed and Aquatic Resources Management District, and the 
Whatcom Watersheds Information Network for a public speaker series event featuring Dr. Robin Kodner from 
Western Washington University. Dr. Kodner will discuss what algae are common in our waters, typical seasonal 
algal community cycles, history of harmful blooms in the region and how algal blooms are being effected by 
anthropogenic activities, including climate change.  

 
• On August 13, the MRC will attend a NWSI event at the Port of Everett to celebrate the culmination of removal 

of shallow water derelict fishing nets from Puget Sound.  
 

• Whatcom Water Weeks is scheduled to occur September 12-26. The MRC could be hosting two different events: 
1) a beach cleanup at Locust Beach in partnership with the Surfrider Foundation on Saturday, September 19; and 
2) An interpretive event at Larrabee State Park in partnership with Shannon Point Marine Center and their touch 
tank. The MRC will have their booth at other Water Weeks outreach events as well.  

 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 

• Chuckanut Monitoring –Volunteers are assisting with water quality sampling in and around North Chuckanut 
Bay. The project is anticipated to continue through August 2016 with lab costs being supported by Whatcom 
County Public Works – Natural Resources. Preliminary data is being shared with the Department of Health and 
the Whatcom County Health Department.  

• Water Weeks – MRC staff and an MRC member have been attending weekly meetings to plan for Whatcom 
Water Weeks which is scheduled for September 12-26. The theme for this fifth annual community celebration in 
“Water, It’s Everybody’s Business!” – with the intent of engaging more local businesses in Water Weeks.  

• Sound IQ – Three MRC members are working to develop the spreadsheet for Whatcom beach reports. MRC staff 
are looking through all Whatcom MRC GIS data to identify gaps in metadata and begin to build a geodatabase. 
 

 



 
 

Commission staff updates – July 2015 
 

 
MRC Conference Planning – Commission and Foundation staff met July 15 to check in on 
conference planning and identify staff roles. Six session topics that ranked highest in the survey 
sent to MRC members have been assigned to staff leads for development. Marine 
cinematographer Florian Graner has accepted the invitation to serve as this year’s Friday evening 
keynote speaker. Ginny is putting together an advisory committee to assist with the agenda and 
closing session.   

Kelp Monitoring – Caroline has been working with Tom Mumford and kelp leads on the MRCs to 
initiate kayak surveys of bull kelp using the protocol developed last summer. The Foundation has 
provided a liability waiver for MRC volunteers through its insurance policy. Four MRCs are 
conducting field trials this month and plan surveys in August and September; volunteer pilot 
Gregg Ridder plans a flyover to photograph sites of interest. Six MRCs included a kelp monitoring 
project in the next grant cycle. GIS analyst Suzanne Shull will work with Commission staff to build 
a kelp database (to be housed in SoundIQ). 

Forage Fish – On July 23 the Commission hosted the Puget Sound Ecosystem Monitoring 
Program’s (PSEMP) Forage Fish & Food Webs Workgroup, staffed by Holly. It was an excellent 
meeting with presentations by researchers with UW and the Salish Sea Marine Survival Project, 
WDFW and the PSEMP Marine Birds Workgroup. Holly produced the second edition of the 
quarterly PSEMP newsletter (http://eepurl.com/bsX-MX), with an update on the Commission’s 
forage fish monitoring program.  

Caroline has been coordinating with WDFW staff on surveys planned in response to new 
legislation; with NW Straits Foundation staff on forage fish monitoring and outeach, and with 
members of the PSEMP work group who are also identifying ways to plug in volunteers.  

2015 American Fisheries Society Conference – On August 17-18, the Northwest Straits Initiative 
will be represented at the largest gathering of fisheries professionals in North America. Caroline 
will co-chair the symposium Forage Fish Research and Management Across North America, 
featuring 34 oral presentations by researchers including Tessa Francis, Science Advisory 
Committee member; Jamey Selleck, Skagit MRC member; and Lucas Hart, Jefferson MRC 
member.  

http://eepurl.com/bsX-MX


 
 

Commission staff updates – July 2015 
 

 
MRC Grants Update – A quarterly reporting period recently ended for the 2014-15 MRC grants. 
Sasha worked with MRCs and county fiscal staff to initiate and submit payment requests and 
progress reports, review deliverables and process them for the state fiscal year closeout. All 
proposals for 2015-16 MRC grants are progressing through Ecology’s online grants system 
(EAGL). During the month of August, Sasha will be preparing the scope of work for each MRC’s 
grant with the goal of having them ready for signature as soon as new funds are available.  

Communications – Our social media presence continues to gradually increase, as well as the 
mailing list for our monthly newsletter. MRCs are encouraged to offer participants at their events 
the option to sign up for our newsletter list on event sign-in sheets. Our July newsletter was sent 
on the 16th of the month to a list of over 1,000 individuals.  

2016 Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference – Ginny is serving on this year’s program committee. 
Session abstracts were submitted earlier this month by Commission staff, MRCs and the NW 
Straits Foundation staff. The call for presentation abstracts will be made once sessions have 
been selected. We expect that the Initiative will be well represented at the conference.  

Goodbye Holly, Hello Robert – This month our Program Assistant Holly Faulstich accepted a new 
position at Whatcom County and had her last day in the office on July 24. Holly did a fantastic job 
and will be greatly missed. Announcement to re-fill that position is now posted on our web site 
(http://www.nwstraits.org/media/1619/job-posting-final2.pdf). This month the Commission hired an 
intern, Robert Harvey, who will help support a variety of work in a part-time (1-2 days/week) 
capacity for the next few months.  

 

  

http://www.nwstraits.org/media/1619/job-posting-final2.pdf
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