
 
 
 

Position Open: Marine Program Manager  

The Northwest Straits Commission---a governmental organization established to protect and restore the unique, 
rich marine ecosystem of Northwest Straits region of Puget Sound through a citizen-based approach ---is seeking 
applications for the Marine Program Manager position. This is a full-time project position that could be based out of 
Port Townsend or at the Padilla Bay reserve near Mount Vernon, WA.   
 
The Northwest Straits Commission provides resources and technical support to seven county-based Marine 
Resource Committees (MRCs) and carries out marine conservation projects throughout the Northwest Straits 
region.  
 
Duties 

This position has a variety of duties involved with developing and supporting local and regional marine restoration 
and protection in coordination with locally based Marine Resources Committees.  As marine program manager this 
position understands policy and science issues related to Puget Sound recovery and will develop collaborative 
projects to accomplish restoration and protection.   
 
 

Minimum Requirements 

Applicants must have a master’s degree with major emphasis in land use, urban, regional, environmental, or natural 
resource planning, landscape architecture, geography, land use or environmental law, public administration with 
an environmental emphasis, or closely related field (or one year of experience as an Environmental Planner 2) and 
at least 2 years relevant experience.   

In addition to the minimum requirements above, the following experience is highly desirable:   

• Experience working on marine conservation projects, preferably with substantial experience in the 
Puget Sound/Northwest Straits ecosystem;  

• Understanding of current marine ecosystem threats, particularly ocean acidification;  

• Experience with project evaluation methods and describing projects in a logic model;  

• Appreciation for citizen science and volunteer groups; 

• Strong communication skills (oral and written) and experience writing reports, oral presentations and 
communicating with citizen volunteers and professional scientists;  

• Ability to thrive working independently and as a team player in a small office setting;  

• Experience working on multi-partner projects; 

• Sense of humor and excellent diplomacy skills; 

• Meeting facilitation skills; and  

• Deep experience working with advisory groups and consensus-based decision making. 
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This position is administered through the Washington State Department of Ecology. Compensation is $3,934 - 
$5,290/month and is eligible for the state benefit package which includes medical and dental insurance, sick leave, 
vacation leave and other benefits.  

To Apply 

Please send a cover letter and resume to jobs@nwstraits.org. Review of applications will begin September 14, 2015. 
Interviews are expected to occur the week of September 21, 2015.   
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