
 
 

Northwest Straits Commission 
July 31, 2015 • 9:00 am – 3:00 pm 

Snohomish County Administrative Building, Everett 
 

Attendees 
 
Commission Members: Jamey Selleck (Skagit), Shannon Davis (alternate - Jefferson), Jeff Ward (Clallam), 
Phil Green (San Juan), Ken Carrasco (Whatcom), Lincoln Loehr (Snohomish), Ed Adams (Island), Nan 
McKay (Chair), Jerry Masters (vice chair), Ron Thom 
 
Additional MRC Representation: Kathleen Herrmann, Francesca Perez, Tom Hoban, Taylor McDowell 
(Snohomish), Tom Temple (San Juan), Anna Toledo (Island) 
 
Commission Staff: Ginny Broadhurst, Caroline Gibson, Sasha Horst 
 
Others in Attendance: Joan Drinkwin (NW Straits Foundation), Jill Clark (NW Straits Foundation), 
Suzanna Stoike (Puget Sound Partnership, by phone) 
 
Absent: Terry Williams, Terrie Klinger, Sheida Sahandy, Dale Moses 
  
Welcome and Introductions 
 
Nan opened the meeting with introductions.  
 
Kelp Monitoring in Snohomish County 
 
Lincoln Loehr shared information about the work that Snohomish MRC has done to pilot the kelp survey 
protocol, including maps of locations surveyed and preliminary results, recommendations to improve 
the protocols, and equipment suggestions for others undertaking surveys elsewhere. Caroline Gibson 
noted that there will be a meeting later in the fall of people who piloted the protocol to revise it based 
on field trials.  
 
The MRC was also featured in the Everett Herald newspaper (http://bit.ly/1IuaQFB) for the kelp 
monitoring.  
 
Approval of June Meeting Minutes 
 
The minutes from the June 26, 2015 Northwest Straits Commission meeting were approved as written. 
 
Committee Reports 
 
 Executive Committee:  

o Jerry reported that following the Commission elections, the Executive Committee is in 
need of additional MRC representation. Jamey Selleck and Phil Green expressed an 
interest in more information, and will be included on correspondence to participate in 
the August committee meeting.  

http://bit.ly/1IuaQFB


 
 

o The committee revised and updated the Initiative Sustainability Plan, originally adopted 
in 2012. A draft was presented to the Commission for approval. The Commission moved 
and approved by consensus to adopt the sustainability plan with minor edits.  
 

 External Relations Committee: Ginny shared a copy of the Commission’s communication plan, 
and described its purpose. She encouraged people to read it to understand how the work we 
are doing fits into our communication strategy.  
 

 Science Advisory Committee: Ron Thom reported on the recent work of the committee, which 
included review of the MRC proposals. He discussed the role of the science advisory group in the 
MRC conference, including assistance with finding speakers. The committee also discussed 
datasets that the MRCs could help with, and recommended that MRC participate in the Salish 
Sea Ecosystem Conference in Vancouver in April 2016. He noted that there are a number of 
sessions on citizen science that would be well-suited for MRC presentations.  

 
MRC Reports 
 
Clallam: Jeff Ward reported that the MRC is focused on community visibility, including their beach 
cleanup on the 5th of July. They hosted a talk about the oyster restoration project with more than 30 
people in attendance. Their biggest annual event is coming up, the Dungeness River Festival, where they 
will share information about the MRC’s work. The MRC will also host a public event to celebrate the 
work of their interns.  
 
Island: Ed Adams reported that this is the first meeting for him as the new representative of the MRC. 
The MRC recently had a presentation on kelp from (WHO), and they are hosting a joint meeting with the 
Snohomish MRC on September 16.  
 
Jefferson: Shannon Davis reported that the MRC did not meet in July, and will host a member picnic in 
August. The MRC has new members (NAMES).   
 
San Juan: Phil Green reported that the MRC has focused their work in July on the Citizen Advisory Group 
for Salmon Recovery.  
 
Skagit: Jamey Selleck reported that the August MRC meeting was in conflict with the derelict gear 
removal celebration so the MRC will cancel their meeting in order to attend. The MRC will host their 
annual Fidalgo Bay Day on August 29 and encouraged everyone to attend. Jamey also noted that the 
MRC’s Salish Sea Stewards program was successful this year, and volunteers have already contributed 
over 600 hours.  
 
Snohomish: Lincoln Loehr reported on the MRC’s recreational crabbing outreach and Instagram photo 
contest (#CatchMoreCrabSnoCo) that is now underway. Kathleen Herrmann shared a recent update on 
their nearshore construction project that will be going out for re-bid next week.  
 
Whatcom: Ken Carrasco reported that the MRC recently hosted a presentation in Birch Bay about algae. 
The MRC will also be hosting two events as part of the annual Whatcom Water Weeks celebration, 
including a beach cleanup at Locust Beach and an interpretive event at Larrabee.  
 
 



 
 

Northwest Straits Foundation update 
 
Joan Drinkwin invited everyone to attend the August 13 derelict gear removal project celebration at 
11am at Boxcar Park in Everett and stated that the NWS Foundation is providing sponsorship support for 
MRC events up to $500.   
 
Public Comment  
 
There was no public comment.  
 
Shoreline Planning: Update on Net Pen Policy and Technical Guidance 
 
Laura Hoberecht, Aquaculture Coordinator for NOAA explained the agency’s role in aquaculture and 
turned the presentation over to Tim Gates from WA Department of Ecology to present information 
about the siting of net pens in Washington and integration with shoreline management planning 
process.  Tim talked about the polarization of opinions about net pens and stated that Dept of Ecology is 
planning to hold a fact finding forum with a neutral facilitator in October to help work through some of 
the issues.  Tim explained that the Dept of Ecology has been working with counties in cases where 
concerns have been raised about fin fish net pens and looking for solutions that fit with local and state 
needs.  Dept of Ecology will be updating the Shoreline Master Program rule and Tim shared the timeline.  
A discussion followed this presentation,    
 
Puget Sound Partnership Update 
Marc Daily provided a written update.  Technical difficulties with a conference call connection prevented 
Suzanna Stoike from participating during this update.  Ginny explained that there are important 
processes occurring to update the Action Agenda, the local ecosystem recovery plans and to develop 
near term actions at the local level.  She encouraged all MRCs to work closely with the appropriate Local 
Integrating Organizations to participate in these processes and integrate MRC projects.  An MRC staff 
meeting is planned for Aug 11 that will include an overview of these processes by a Partnership staff 
person. 
 
Commission Business Items 
Caroline explained that there is new genetic study that provides information on endangered rockfish 
species.  There may be implications to de-list canary and bocaccio because the Puget Sound fish were 
found to not be genetically distinct from the coastal species.   
 
Roundtable 
Ed asked about additional opportunities to discuss net pens and Ginny encouraged Commission 
members to provide feedback on topics that they want to see on future Commission agendas and other 
Commission forums.   
 
Ron reminded everyone about the Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference and is seeking ideas for speakers 
who can provide a “state of the Salish Sea” talk for a keynote.   

 
Adjourn  
 
The meeting adjourned at 2:45 pm. The next meeting will be on August 28, 2015 via WebEx conference 
call. 


