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2016 Marine Resources Committee Conference – Session Descriptions 
 
Northwest Straits 101 – Short history on the Northwest Straits Marine Conservation 
Initiative and guide to who’s who and what we do -- Ginny Broadhurst and Caroline Gibson 
will provide an overview of the different and complementary roles of the Northwest Straits 
Commission and Northwest Straits Foundation and how the pieces of the Northwest Straits 
Initiative came to be. This is a great session for new MRC members and a helpful refresher 
for anyone involved with the Initiative. 

Welcome and opening remarks – Northwest Straits Commission chair, Nan McKay and 
Northwest Straits Foundation President Jerry Masters will open the conference with a 
welcome, followed by remarks from US Representative Derek Kilmer from the 6th 
congressional district and Joshua Berger, Governor Inslee's Maritime Industry Sector Lead 
and Director of Economic Development for the Maritime Sector. 

 
Visualizing Ocean Acidification Through Modeling – Pacific Northwest National Labs 
(PNNL) and the Department of Ecology (DOE) have built an ocean model capable of 
predicting such things as tides, currents, salinity, temperatures and the levels and 
movement of nutrients, phytoplankton, dissolved oxygen and more. The model is now ready 
to begin integrating information for ocean acidification predictions. Tarang Khangaonkar 
(PNNL) and Laura Bianucci (PNNL) will present how the model can predict water movement 
into and out of Puget Sound, how that influences acidification of our waters and how other 
systems, such as rivers affect acidification in Puget Sound. Cristiana Figueroa-Kaminsky 
(DOE) will continue the ocean acidification discussion by offering insight on other local 
contributing factors and welcome audience suggestions on what you would like to see 
included in the model. 

What’s Happening with Marine Birds? – Dr. Peter Hodum returns to our conference this 
year to talk about the recent large mortality of rhinoceros auklets and links to other 
ecosystem issues. 

Endangered Southern Resident Killer Whales: A Species in the Spotlight – Lynne 
Barre will share the latest information about our orca whale population that will include 
explanation of some of the new technologies being used to track the whales. 

Importance of Northwest Straits Initiative Forage Fish Surveys in Puget Sound –   
Lucas Hart (Northwest Straits Commission) will present how the Northwest Straits 
Initiative became involved in forage fish work and introduce current projects that engage 
citizen scientists. Phillip Dionne (WDFW) and Jason Morgan (Northwest Straits 
Foundation) will further discuss Puget Sound wide forage fish surveys and restoration 
projects, respectively. Suzanne Shull (Northwest Straits Commission) will tie these pieces 
together by illustrating how the data is integrated into a single platform and used to 
communicate the story of forage fish in Puget Sound. 
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Networking and Interactive MRC Displays – Join the MRCs and conference sponsors 
as we share information about our current work through interactive displays, posters and 
other materials. Runs concurrent with Happy Hour so grab a glass and start networking. 

Tides: The Science and Spirit of the Ocean – Author and former San Juan MRC and 
Northwest Straits Commission member Jonathan White joins us to talk about his new book, 
Tides: The Science and Spirit of the Ocean, in which he takes readers across the globe to 
discover the science and spirit of ocean tides. In the Arctic, he shimmies under the ice with 
an Inuit elder to hunt for mussels in the dark cavities left behind at low tide; in China, he 
races the Silver Dragon, a twenty-five foot tidal bore that crashes eighty miles up the 
Qiantang River; in France, he interviews the monks that live in the tide-wrapped monastery 
of Mont St. Michel; in Chile and Scotland, he investigates the growth of tidal power 
generation; and in Panama and Venice, he delves into how the threat of sea level rise is 
changing human culture – the very old and very new. With lyrical prose, colorful adventure 
travel, and provocative scientific inquiry, Tides explores the force that keeps our planet’s 
waters in constant motion. 

Building Cohesive Approaches to Restoring Olympia Oysters in Puget Sound – The 
purpose of this session is to gain an understanding of current efforts to restore Olympia 
oysters, the methods being used to survey and the measures of success that are being 
employed. The secondary purpose is to start a conversation about how we can build a set 
of survey methods and measures of success that are common across the groups involved in 
restoration. Cheryl Lowe (Jefferson MRC), Paul Dinnel (Skagit MRC), Brian Allen (Puget 
Sound Restoration Fund) and Ralph Riccio (Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe/Clallam MRC) will be 
presenting on current oyster restoration projects and related methodologies. 
Presentations will be followed by a group discussion about how we can move forward to 
build some common approaches to the ongoing restoration actions. 

Philanthropy and MRCs – This interactive roundtable session will describe the current 
funding landscape and ways that we (collectively) can increase financial and other support 
for the work of the MRCs. Caroline Gibson (Northwest Straits Foundation) will talk about the 
role of the Foundation and status of current fundraising efforts and the MRC Opportunity 
Fund. Nate Biletnikoff will speak from his perspective as a member of the Skagit MRC 
representing Shell Puget Sound Refinery. Jerry Masters (Northwest Straits Foundation and 
Valley Supply) brings the perspective of local supporting business, the Snohomish MRC and 
private philanthropist. 

Online Outreach for MRCs – Wondering where to get started with social media? What's 
working for other MRCs? What platforms should you focus on? This Q&A session will 
address these questions and yours in a casual, roundtable format meant for people at all 
levels of social media experience. Arnie Klaus will share his experience building a 
Facebook page for the San Juan MRC, and Sasha Horst will share the ways that the 
Northwest Straits Commission has established an online presence, with examples of using 
social media to encourage behavior change. Bring your smartphone if you like, along with 
your burning questions and/or brilliant ideas to share. 
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Film: Sonic Sea – The documentary Sonic Sea discusses "the impact of industrial and 
military ocean noise on whales and other marine life." Following the screening, Rob 
Williams of Oceans Initiative and Michael Jasny of the Natural Resources Defense Council 
will present their thoughts on the science and policy landscape of ocean noise. A question 
and answer session will follow allowing the audience to join in the discussion. 

Puget Sound Vessel Traffic and Management – Captain Joe Raymond will provide a 
presentation that will lay out the voyage of a vessel from Asia to Puget Sound and all of the 
preventive measures that are imposed along the way to ensure its safety and security. He 
will explain how incoming ship traffic control works between the US and Canada, and 
where and how management handoffs work in the event of a spill in the transboundary 
waters. 

Status Report on Puget Sound Restoration – Sheida Sahandy, Director of the Puget 
Sound Partnership will provide her perspective on how recovery of Puget Sound is 
progressing - where's the greatest momentum, successes and biggest challenges. 

Bioprospecting the Salish Sea: What a CT scanner can tell us about Salish Sea and 
other fishes – The Salish Sea is home to a staggering diversity of fish species. There are 
the iconic and reasonably well understood species like salmon and smelt, but there are 
also truly odd fishes, about which we know very little. These range from the heavily 
armored and enigmatic poachers to the ubiquitous and ecologically vital sandlances. Dr. 
Adam Summers will speak about his project that will lead to high quality data on the 
skeleton of every species of fish in the Salish Sea. 

MRC Awards – This fast-paced session highlights the accomplishments of the seven 
Marine Resources Committees in 2016, recognizing all of the work since our last 
conference and calling out significant projects that everyone should know about. Don't 
miss this opportunity to celebrate yourselves and the other MRCs for the incredible work 
you have accomplished! 

Field Trip: Restoration of the Western Flyer (optional) – The Western Flyer is a boat most 
famous for its six-week use by John Steinbeck in his 1940 Sea of Cortez expedition that 
became the basis for his 1951 book The Log from the Sea of Cortez. Called the "most famous 
fishing vessel ever to have sailed," the 77-foot boat was built in Tacoma in 1937 by the 
Western Boat Building Company. The privately-owned boat is currently undergoing 
renovation in Port Townsend for future use as an educational center in Monterey, California. 


