
 
 

Northwest Straits Commission Meeting and Work Session Agenda 
Padilla Bay Reserve, Large Conference Room 

April 28, 2017 • 9:00 am – 3:00 pm 
DRAFT 

 
 

9:00 am – 9:30 am Coffee and light refreshments 

9:30 am – 9:40 am Welcome: Ron Wesen, Skagit County Commissioner 
Approval of March minutes, Nan 

 MRC Presenters Project 

9:40 am - 10:05 am Skagit MRC Morty Cohen Salish Sea Stewards 

10:10 am – 10:35 am Whatcom MRC Doug Stark  Chuckanut Bay Health and Restoration 

10:40 am – 11:05 am Jefferson MRC Cheryl Lowe Evaluating Outreach Efforts 

11:05 am – 11:20 pm Break 

11:20 am – 11:45 pm Clallam  MRC Ed Bowlby Pigeon Guillemot surveys 

11:50 pm – 12:15 pm Island MRC Gregg Ridder  Eelgrass Measurement Methods  

12:15 pm – 1:10 pm Working Lunch 

1:10 pm – 1:35 pm San Juan MRC Arnie Klaus  Marine Managers’ Workshop - Next Steps 

1:40 pm – 2:05 pm Snohomish MRC Franchesca Perez Ocean Literacy, Awareness and Engagement 

2:10 pm – 3:00 pm Public Comment, Business Items, Elections 

3 : 0 0 p m               Adjourn 

 

 



 
minutes 

 
 

March 31, 2017 • 10:00am-12:00pm  
WebEx Conference Call—WebEx 

Attendees:  
Commission members: Nan McKay (Chair), Jamey Selleck (Vice-Chair, Skagit), Dale Moses (Jefferson), Alan 
Clark (Clallam), Doug Stark (Whatcom), Ed Adams (Island), Jerry Masters, Tom Cowan, Tom Temple (San Juan) 
 
Commission staff: Rich Childers, Nicole Jordan, Lucas Hart, Sasha Horst  
 
Others in attendance: Caroline Gibson (Northwest Straits Foundation) 
 
Absent: Terry Williams, Sheida Sahandy, Ron Thom, Paul Clampitt (Snohomish) 
 
Welcome and introductions  
Nan McKay opened the meeting and did roll call.  
 
The minutes from the January Northwest Straits Commission meeting were approved and are available 
here: http://nwstraits.org/archive/.  
 
Northwest Straits Commission - committee reports 

 
Executive Committee  
Jamey Selleck said the committee discussed outcomes from the Commission’s Annual Retreat and key 
priorities for the coming year. They also had a joint meeting with the Northwest Straits Foundation Executive 
Committee on March 13.  
 
External Relations Committee 
Tom Cowan updated on the work of the committee to help secure annual funding for MRCs. He recently went 
to Olympia to meet with Senator Kevin Ranker and said the committee will continue to work with legislators 
through the current session.  Nan, Rich, Jerry, Ginny and Caroline are attending Puget Sound Day on the Hill in 
Washington DC from May 1-3.  

 
Science Advisory Committee 
Lucas Hart said Kathleen Pozarycki presented on the MyCoast App to the committee. The committee 
discussed the app’s use in forage fish monitoring and shoreline tracking for storm surge monitoring. Hugh 
Shipman, Coastal Geologist for the Department of Ecology, joined the committee. The app currently includes 
Storm Surge Monitoring with USGS (25-30 people using the app for this); Locating and marking derelict boats 
in Snohomish Estuary; Creosote log counting in Snohomish Estuary. Snohomish MRC would like to add one 
more project. SAC provided several ideas, including: beach wrack tracking, erosion/feeder bluff photo's. 
Kathleen will discuss ideas with MRC for final decision.   
 

 
Northwest Straits Foundation update 

http://nwstraits.org/archive/
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Jerry Masters reminded MRCs that the MRC Opportunity Fund is available. MRCs are encouraged to consider 
projects for the upcoming year. 
 Action: MRCs wanting more information on the MRC Opportunity Fund should contact Caroline 

at gibson@nwstraitsfoundation.org.   
 
Caroline Gibson said the Foundation secured Holly Garland as a 2017 summer season kelp program intern. 
Also, the first sponsorship for the 2017 MRC Conference was received from Samish Indian Nation. 
 
The Northwest Straits Commission and Foundation staff met on March 22 to talk about recreational crabber 
outreach to reduce lost pots, and will work together to support the regional Catch More Crab project. MRCs 
are encouraged to participate. 
 Action: Contact Sasha Horst at horst@nwstraits.org or Jason Morgan 

at morgan@nwstraitsfoundation.org for more information.   
 
MRC reports  
Monthly reports for each MRC are available by visiting this link: http://bit.ly/2oqxU2q  

 
Clallam  
Alan Clark said Doug Morrill, representative from the Lower Elwha Klallam Tribeon the MRC, was replaced 
with Mike McHenry. Shannon Weaver, a senior at Huxley College on the Peninsulas, was selected as the 
crabber outreach intern. The Olympia oyster project at Pitship Point ran into a glitch when MRC members 
reported the wide scattering of shells–the MRC is in the process of looking for another restoration site.  
 
Island 
Ed Adams said Tony Turpin resigned from the MRC and Tom Leschine joined. Caitlin Budd and Dawn Pucci are 
coordinating MRC through April and May during Anna Toledo’s maternity leave. He also reported that beach 
seining was not possible at proposed sites, so the MRC will continue to look for a feasible monitoring site.  
 
Jefferson 
Dales Moses said the MRC is working on reaching out to regional groups to attend their meetings. The MRC 
briefed their Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) in March on the MRC’s recent projects. Digging for 
Dinner recreational clam digger outreach events are scheduled for Saturday, May 13 in Quilcene and for 
Friday, June 9 in Dosewallips, with more details to follow. 
 
San Juan  
Tom Temple said the MRC has two vacancies and is in the process of encouraging applications through the San 
Juan County Council. He said the MRC is hosting their Marine Managers’ Workshop on April 3 and 4 at Camp 
Orkila on Orcas Island. He said the MRC is also working on Orcas Island Landing interpretive signage.  
  
Skagit  
Jamey Selleck said Dr. Jude Apple, Research Coordinator for Padilla Bay Reserve, presented on the Coastal 
Blue Carbon Project at Padilla Bay at the MRC’s monthly meeting in February. Their Salish Sea Stewards 

mailto:gibson@nwstraitsfoundation.org
mailto:horst@nwstraits.org
mailto:morgan@nwstraitsfoundation.org
http://bit.ly/2oqxU2q
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program started with 35 volunteers participating. Salish Sea Stewards were featured in the Skagit Valley 
Herald recently. 
 
 
 
Snohomish 
Snohomish provided a written report. The MRC is working on the Storm Surge Monitoring Project Planning 
and the MyCoast App.  In effort to engage more users, the MRC created a new app form which would use 
specific landmarks and ask citizen scientists to take specific photographs from those designated points to 
measure visual change over time.  
 
Whatcom  
Doug Stark said Bert Rubash resigned from the MRC in February. Christine Woodward joined, filling the 
Conservation/Environmental position. They are currently working on a feasibility study to model a volunteer 
training program for Whatcom MRC similar to Skagit MRC’s Salish Sea Steward program. He also said the MRC 
got great feedback from attendees to the screening of the film Plastic Ocean. 
 
Business items 
 
Scoping for forage fish training  
A forage fish training through WA Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) will be held April 10 at Padilla Bay 
Reserve.  
 Action: Those interested in attending should contact Lucas Hart at hart@nwstraits.org.  
   

Kelp workshop  
A kelp workshop will be held April 15 at the Maritime Center in Port Townsend with the goal of discussing the 
future of the project.  
 Action: Those with questions can contact Lucas at hart@nwstraits.org. 
 

Olympia oyster workshop 
Lisa Kaufman, Northwest Straits Foundation staff, is organizing an Olympia oyster workshop April 21 at the 
Northwest Maritime Center in Port Townsend to discuss the future direction and metrics of Olympia oyster 
restoration. 
 
Forage fish conference call  
Lucas is holding regular calls for MRCs involved in forage fish monitoring. Erin Dilworth from WDFW is quality 
checking MRC forage fish samples and will send out a summary spreadsheet of quality assurance test results 
on a monthly basis to MRCs.   
 
2017 NWSC Retreat survey  
The Northwest Straits Commission hosted its Annual Retreat at Padilla Bay Reserve February 23-24. Survey 
results indicated the retreat achieved all of its desired outcomes. 
 

http://www.goskagit.com/news/volunteers-prepare-to-join-salish-sea-stewards/article_38db63db-23cd-547a-9509-1438c3a79884.html
http://www.goskagit.com/news/volunteers-prepare-to-join-salish-sea-stewards/article_38db63db-23cd-547a-9509-1438c3a79884.html
http://www.plasticoceans.org/film/
mailto:hart@nwstraits.org
mailto:hart@nwstraits.org
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April Commission meeting 
MRCs will each present a proposed project at the April 28 Commission meeting at Padilla Bay. MRC members 
are encouraged to attend.  
 Action: Each MRC should contact Nicole Jordan at jordan@nwstraits.org to sign up for a presentation 

timeslot and provide a presentation title. 
 
Election nomination committee  
The Northwest Straits Commission will elect officers at the April Commission meeting. Jerry Masters agreed to 
serve as chair of an ad-hoc nominating committee. 
 
Discussion/questions on Near-Term Action (NTA) solicitation process for the 2018 Action Agenda 
Rich Childers spoke with Peter Best, Puget Sound Partnership, and offered to bring questions forward from 
the Commission and MRCs to the Partnership about the Near-Term Action solicitation process and timeline.  
 Action: Those with specific questions should contact Rich at childers@nwstraits.org.  

 
Round table 
There were no round table topics.  

 
Public comment  
There was no public comment  
 

*The next Commission meeting is scheduled for April 28, 2017 from 9:00 AM-3:00 PM at the Northwest 
Straits Commission offices at Padilla Bay Reserve* 

 
 
 

mailto:childers@nwstraits.org


 
 

Commission staff highlights  
April 2017 

 
 
MRC Grants 

The second quarter is now complete for the 2016-17 grants and Commission staff is reviewing materials submitted and 
processing invoices. The 2017-18 proposals are now in process, and over the past month Commission staff has met with 
MRC staff and/or project leads in all seven counties to review project ideas for the coming year. Proposals are due on May 
19.  
 
Olympia oysters 
Commission staff attended and facilitated a workshop on Olympia oyster restoration, hosted by the Foundation in Port 
Townsend on April 21. Representatives from several MRCs, state agencies, and project partners attended as well to 
coordinate the regional restoration efforts.  
 
Ocean Acidification 
Lucas attended the state agency ocean acidification meeting on April 6 where five monitoring locations were selected 
throughout Puget Sound. Each location consists of a variety of monitoring efforts that include water chemistry and 
biological factors. Lucas delivered ocean acidification presentations to Beach Watchers and Beach Naturalists classes on 
April 1st and 20th, respectively.  
 
Forage Fish 
On April 10, Lucas worked with WDFW to organize a forage fish beach sediment sampling training for volunteers at Padilla 
Bay. 12 volunteers attended from MRC’s and other regional organizations. Lucas led a forage fish session at the Salmon 
Recovery Conference April 24–27. The session had six presenters who discussed interactions between forage fish and 
salmon and the factors influencing those interactions.    
 
Kelp 
A spring kelp workshop was held April 15. Nineteen individuals attended, including representatives from five MRCs and 
Dept of Natural Resources. The project will continue in 2017 with plans to develop a kelp condition index.  
 
2017 MRC Conference 
The annual MRC conference is scheduled to be held on November 3-4, 2017 at the Sheraton Four Points in Bellingham. 
Those interested on being on the conference planning committee should contact Rich Childers at childers@nwstraits.org. 
MRC staff is asked to hand out the Save the Date cards at their next MRC meeting.  
 
Meeting attendance 
Rich and Lucas attended the San Juan MRC Marine Managers’ Workshop on April 3-4.  

mailto:childers@nwstraits.org


 
 

Executive Committee Meeting 
April 10, 2017• 11:00am-12:00pm 

Conference call  
 

 
Committee Members: Jamey Selleck, Ron Thom, Tom Cowan, Nan McKay, Paul Clampitt 
Commission Staff/Support: Sasha Horst, Rich Childers, Terry Stevens 
 
 
Budget update  
Rich provided an update on his recent participation in a funding strategy meeting with the Puget Sound 
Partnership and others in the Puget Sound recovery community.  
 
Sasha updated the committee on the status of the Commission’s current funding, which includes the EPA/Puget 
Sound Partnership funds, NOAA Ocean Acidification grant, and WA Dept of Fish and Wildlife awards for forage fish 
surveys and crabber outreach. The current funding will run short this year, with an anticipated funding gap for the 
Commission in late August or early September. 
 
The Committee discussed what is currently known about the Commission budget for 2018. Commission staff is 
meeting with Karin Berkholtz from the Puget Sound Partnership on April 13 to discuss the 2017-18 EPA funding. 
Two additional proposals are pending notification in late spring.  
 
 
Future Commission meeting topics 
 
The Committee reviewed the list of presentation ideas generated at the February retreat. Tom suggested pulling 
the communication between MRCs and their counties as a conference topic. The Science Advisory Committee will 
further narrow down the very broad topic of remote sensing and bring a presentation recommendation back to 
the committee. The Science Advisory Committee is also discussing ecosystem health as a follow up from the 
retreat. Rich will prepare a draft schedule to share with the group for the next meeting.  
 
Nan asked about extending invitations to local elected officials to provide a welcome at Commission meetings. 
Sasha will follow up with Tracy in Skagit to arrange for a welcome at the April 28 meeting and with Snohomish 
County Executive Dave Somers’ office for the June meeting.  
 

 
***The next Executive Committee Meeting will be a conference call on Monday, May 8, 2017*** 



MRC Monthly Report 
County: Clallam 

Month/Year: April 2017 

Submitted by: Cathy Lear and Helle Andersen 

Membership/Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  Ann Soule is now the representative for the City of 
Sequim. 

Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 

MRC Meeting: The monthly Clallam MRC meeting was held April 17th in Clallam County Commissioners 
large conference room. Topics on the agenda included introduction of Shannon Weaver the new crabber 
outreach intern, the 2017-18 NWSC proposal, educational outreach events April through June, the 
summer intern program, and project updates. 

LIO Technical Task Meeting: Jeff Ward participated in the meeting April 18th 

Funding Updates: (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  None 

Project Updates:  
Forage Fish Surveys:  The monthly survey at Pitship and Old Town was conducted on April 11th. The 
survey was conducted by Alan Clark, Ed Bowlby, Bob Campbell, and Helle Andersen. The monthly forage 
fish effort was expanded with two sites on Ediz Hook near a restoration site lead by Lower Elwha tribe. 
This survey was conducted by Mike McHenry, a tribal technician, and Helle Andersen on April 13th.  

Olympia Oyster Restoration: Ed Bowlby has been in contact with the caretaker of the property in 
Paradise Cove. After acquiring additional information from DNR Ed will be talking with the caretaker 
again. Helle Andersen is in the process of planning a site visit at the Dawley Road site owned by USF&W. 
Potential dates are 5/11, 15 or 24. 

Oil Spill Preparedness: CMRC, in partnership with Island Oil Spill Association organized two oiled wildlife 
classes at the Clallam County Fairgrounds April 8th and 15th. The first class focused on basic intake and 
stabilization and the second class focused on search and collection. A total of 41 volunteers took the 
training. 

Educational Outreach: The CMRC will staff a booth in the “Celebration of Science” event April 22nd on 
Port Angeles City Pier. For the event CMRC made a pamphlet (attached). 



 
MRC Monthly Report 

 
County: Island 
Month/Year: April 2017 
Submitted by: Caitlin Budd 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): Tony Turpin resigned from his membership and took on a 
technical advisor role for the creosote removal project. Tom Leschine joined the MRC as a member. 
Caitlin Budd and Dawn Pucci are coordinating MRC April - May during Anna Toledo’s maternity leave. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
Meetings 

- On April 4, Gregg Ridder, MRC Eelgrass Volunteer, presented on the Eelgrass monitoring work 
he and Albert Foster have conducted via aerial imaging as well as multi-beam sonar. They have 
compared values derived from both methods. Foster’s sonar set up on his boat detects presence 
at a finer scale than aerial imaging from Ridder’s plane. The presentation is on the IC MRC 
website. 

- On April 4, the Workplan for the 2017-2018 grant period was finalized. 
- On April 18, Tony Turpin, Caitlin Budd, and Dawn Pucci met to discuss the development of 

Creosote App for Island County. It was decided to use the MyCoast app for this purpose, as 
suggested by Lucas Hart. Turpin is contacting Snohomish Co’s MRC to inquire about their use of 
the app.  

 
Events 

- April 10 Forage Fish training at Padilla Bay. Attended by Caitlin Budd and two Whidbey Island 
Sound Water Stewards who assist with IC MRC’s forage fish surveys.  

- Sound Water Stewards project fair.  Linda Rhodes participated in Sound Water Stewards project 
fair in Coupeville on Monday, April 24th.  She shared bull kelp results & 2017 survey plans with 
members to recruit participants in the project. 

- Bull kelp workshop - Lucas Hart (NW Straits Commission) held a workshop in Port Townsend on 
April 15th to share plans for the upcoming field season.  At least one kelp project representative 
from each MRC, except San Juan, was able to attend.  Linda Rhodes & Debra Paros attended for 
Island MRC.   

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): None. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
Forage Fish: Below are results from March 2017.  
 
Restoration Sites: 

- Ala Spit: No eggs were found. 
- Camano Island State Park: One surf smelt egg was found at beach station 1 on 3/30/2017. It wsa 

only one egg, so it is not considered presence. No other eggs were found at this site. 
- Cornet Bay: No eggs were found. 

 



Index Sites: 
- Long Point: No eggs were found. 
- Maple Grove: No eggs were found. 
- Windjammer: No eggs were found. 
- Freeland: No eggs were found. 

 
Eelgrass Monitoring: The Eelgrass monitoring program is set for 2017.  Ten beds will be monitored using 
aerial photography, underwater videography and multi beam sonar (Albert Foster). This is the last year 
that Gregg Ridder, Ken Urstad, and Albert Foster will participate in this project. What we will do with 
this project in 2018 will need to be worked out in the coming months. 
 
Seining: The seining project has been suspended for 2017 and 2018 due to absence of future specific 
sites to be monitored. A draft of the final report on eight years of seining data at the Cornet Bay 
shoreline restoration site has been written by Barney Boyer (NOAA Affiliate) and should be issued in the 
near future. 
 
Pigeon Guillemot: The PIGU team is in the process of selecting a summer intern. PIGU spring training on 
Whidbey will be May 24th. The survey will begin on June 12th and Guillemot Appreciation Days will be 
June 23rd and 24th.  
 
Bull Kelp: In addition to 2017 plans, alternative opportunities such as using satellite imaging (Jeff Taylor, 
Jefferson) & updates on Sound IQ & similar web-based maps (Suzanne Shull) were discussed. Max 
Calloway, a Masters student at Evergreen working with Tom Mumford, presented results of an extensive 
literature search for changes in kelp forest assemblages from around the world. 
2017 bull kelp field season - In addition to maintaining in-the-water surveys of beds from 2016, a new 
aspect for 2017 will be reporting bull kelp bed sightings through a simple on-line form.  The objective is 
to capture a “snapshot” of bull kelp bed locations throughout Island County.  Data validity will rely on 
redundancy (multiple reports of the same beds) & ground truth confirmation.  Brief instructions & a link 
to the on-line form will be posted on the kelp project webpage on the MRC’s website. 
 
Smith and Minor Island Aquatic Reserve: The Reserve’s Citizen Committee is developing posters for the 
kiosk at Libbey Beach Park.  Martha & Steve Ellis have drafted a birds-of-the-reserve poster, & Rick Baker 
& Linda Rhodes are working on a bull kelp poster.  Drafts will probably be placed on the kiosks, to be 
replaced by more professional versions by graphic artists with WA Department of Natural Resources.  
Rick & Betty Bookheim (WA DNR) are working on protocols for the 2017 survey season.  Rick will lead 
the harvest social survey, & Betty will lead the intertidal survey.  First survey date is Friday, April 28th. 
 
Outreach: An intern will be hired using MRC Opportunity Funds (NWS Foundation) to focus on 
highlighting MRC activities. Tasks will be to create on-site visibility and information for teams to use 
when on-the beach. Applications have been received for the Intern position. Interviews are scheduled 
for April 25th. There is discussion between the MRC and the County around combining funding sources 
(MRC Annual Grant and MRC Opportunity Fund) to support one longer-term intern rather than hiring 
two interns. 
Funds dedicated to public education on marine issues (MRC Annual Grant through Island County) will be 
used on the following projects: Florian will be recording fresh interviews to assemble a generic video 
about the importance of the marine setting for Island County and the role the Island County MRC plays. 
Outreach materials about issues explored by the MRC will be prepared during summer months.  
A fall forum is also anticipated to be held prior to September 30.  



 
Creosote App: Working on strategy development with help from key MRC members and representatives 
from other organizations essential to implementing our program. Work with MyCoast developers to 
tailor functionality for use of their app by DNR / Chris Robertson. Develop outreach materials to inform, 
educate, and solicit public participation (publicity plan). Identify key organizations involved with 
environmental concerns. Create Plan of Action / Milestones with target dates for implementing the 
program. Plan for test / evaluation at key locations with participating groups 
 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc):  
 
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info): 
 



JCMRC Monthly Report 
 
County:  Jefferson 
Month/Year:  April 2017 
Submitted by:  Cheryl Lowe 
 
Membership/Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  
 No changes 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights):   
 
Past Meetings & Events:   

• The JCMRC monthly meeting was held April 4, 2017.  16 members/staff and 21 guests attended 
the meeting.  Guest speaker was Bob Sizemore talking about current status of Pinto Abalone 
and latest research being done. Meeting topics also other administrative and project status 
reports. 

• Executive Committee met on April 18 (Dale, Wade, Jeff, Cheryl and Ashley attending.)  
• Jeff Taylor and Cheryl Lowe plan to attend the NWSC meeting in April.  
• MRC members Shannon Davis, Sarah Fisken and staff Cheryl Lowe & Bob Simmons met with the 

Jefferson DCD Planning staff to discuss potential collaborations for shoreline landowner 
education and outreach. (April 14, 2017) 

• Jefferson MRC was well represented at the NWSI Olympia Oyster Workshop on April 21. (Sarah, 
Gordon, Neil, Cheryl, Jackie) 

 
Upcoming Meetings/Events:   

• Next MRC meeting will be May 2, 2017 
• Digging for Dinner events are scheduled for Saturday, May 13 (Quilcene) and Friday, June 9 

(Dosewallips). Registration info is on the MRC website. 
 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  
 No updates. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing projects or any new projects identified): 

1. Monitoring: a) Fort Townsend Restoration: No new activity. b) Forage Fish Index Site (Adelma 
Beach):  Monthly monitoring for forage fish continues. c) Kelp:  Several members of Jefferson 
MRC attended the NWSC Kelp workshop on April 15 

2. Rain Gardens:  Final designs for the Chetzemoka rain garden developed by WSU Extension staff 
are being reviewed by City of PT and WSU Extension. No decision yet for priority rain garden site 
in Port Hadlock.  

3. Education & Outreach:  Publicity for Digging for Dinner events in 2017 are underway.  The 
meeting with Jefferson County DCD noted above was very productive, with some good 
suggestions on outreach and needs for shoreline landowners. The Program Assistant helping 
with community engagement efforts (NWSF Opportunity fund), officially starts May 1.  On April 
27, Cheryl presented info to WSU Beach Naturalists about Jefferson MRC. 

4. Olympia Oyster:  Assisted with NWSI Oly oyster workshop planning, including participation on 
two panels (Cheryl & Neil).  (1) Discovery Bay:  At the March 29 reconnaissance site visit to 



extant population we identified some potential sites for addition of more clean shell.  (2) 
Quilcene Bay: Reconnaissance site visit will be April 30th, when tides are low enough. 
Deployment of seeded cultch will be in May.  

5. Voluntary No Anchor Zones:  No new activity in April.  
 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc.):    
 

 



MRC Monthly Report 
  
County: San Juan 
Month/Year: April 2017 
Submitted by: Arnie Klaus 
 
Membership 
The marine resources committee has two vacancies and is in the process of having people 
apply to the County Council to be on the committee. 
 
Events/meetings 
The SJ-MRC sponsored the Marine Managers Workshop 2017 on April 3 and 4 at Camp Orkila 
on Orcas Island.  The event was attended by over 70 registered attendees and was open to the 
public. Speakers of the event include: San Juan MRC member Patti Gobin of the Tulalip Tribes; 
San Juan MRC member David Tribolet; San Juan County Councilman Jamie Stephens; author 
Dave Anderson from Whidbey Island; Dr. Joseph Gaydos of SeaDoc Society; Jennifer Mayberry 
of the City of Vancouver; Brian Young Pacific Pilotage Authority (Canada): Eric Von Brandenfels 
of Puget Sound Pilots; U.S. Coast Guard Puget Sound Staff; Shawn Orr from the Spills 
Program of  Washington State Department of Ecology; Brendan Cowan from San Juan County 
Department of Emergency Management; Kim Sundberg; Lovel Pratt; Rebekah Paci-Green of 
the Resilience Institute of Western Washington University.   The event focused on the 
immediate and long term effects of an oil spill in San Juan County and was to prevent such an 
oil spill to occur. Future actions were developed and will be provided in a summary report.  
 
On April 4, San Juan County Council, voted not to endorse the petition to NOAA Fisheries 
calling for a whale protection Zone for the highly endangered Southern Resident Killer Whales. 
Rather, through a non-voting consensus to encourage local action and solutions. The San Juan 
MRC intend to take a lead role in this local effort. 
 
On April 15, the San Juan MRC hosted the second Design Charrette meeting with Architect, 
Peter Brachvogel. It was attended by six people who helped develop ideas for ways to make 
this location a marine focused interpretive experience. Designs from Exhibit Designer, Larry 
Eiffert, Perter Brachvogel and others will be included in an exhibit plan to be developed over the 
next month. Further meeting will be scheduled during the next design phase. 
 
Funding 
There has been no new funding sources for the MRC this month. 
 
Projects 
Marine Managers Workshop 
As described above, a follow-up report and action plan will be developed from this month’s 
event. 
 
 



 
Orcas Landing Experience Exhibit Development 
As described above, a follow-up report and exhibit design plan will be developed from the recent 
two design events. 
 
Facebook Outreach 
MRC continues to promote its public involvement activities including The Orcas Landing 
Experience Project. More emphasis will shift to the Facebook Outreach project after the Marine 
Managers Workshop, Orcas Landing design phase, and the Orca Whale petition process.  
 



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Skagit 
Month/Year: April 2017 
Submitted by: Jamey Selleck/Tracy Alker 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  Nothing new to report 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 

• MRC Meeting – April 13:  The 2017-2018 MRC grant project proposals were evaluated and 
finalized including: Salish Sea Stewards, Fidalgo Bay Day, Kids on the Beach, and Pinto Abalone 
Restoration. The “Kids on the Beach” project proposal is the only one that is new for the MRC. 
MRC staff and Project Leads met with Sasha on April 14th for a brief consultation on the project 
proposals.  

• Shore-Side Cleanup – Saturday, May 13:  Skagit MRC is partnering with the Swinomish Tribe, 
Coastal Volunteer Partnership, and RE-Sources to co-sponsor a shore-side cleanup along the 
Swinomish Channel from 10:00am – 2:00pm on Saturday, May 13.  RSVP Samantha Russell at 
Srussell@padillabay.gov. 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
No updates 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 

• Bowman Bay Nearshore Restoration:  The next planting party hosted by the Skagit Fisheries 
Enhancement Group is scheduled for May 9th.  Monthly monitoring continues. 

• Tide Pool Interpretive Sign:  The sign design has been finalized and is now ready for fabrication.  
A few Salish Sea Stewards are taking the lead in developing a list of survey questions to help 
evaluate the effectiveness of the sign. 
 



 
 

• Fidalgo Bay Day:  The date for Fidalgo Bay Day 2017 has been set for:  Saturday, August 12, 2017 
at the Fidalgo Bay RV Resort.  Planning is underway.  Save the Date cards have been distributed. 
The Shannon Point Marine Center’s touch tanks and the State Park’s whale skull will be on 
display this year. Pete is working on a few new activities for kids. Unfortunately, beach seining 
might not happen this year because of the low tides.  Pete will be in contact with MRC members 
and volunteers to help with the event. 

• Salish Sea Stewards:  A record number of 35 people are taking the class this year! 12 people are 
already on the waiting list for next year’s training.  This year we have a really nice diversity of 
different age groups, not just retirees.  Classes are held Tuesdays from 1:00pm to 5:00pm at 
Padilla Bay. The last class will be held May 9th followed by a potluck from 4:00pm to 6:00pm.   

• Olympia Oyster Restoration:  Paul will be working with Whatcom MRC to store some of their 
oyster seed bags in Fidalgo Bay over this upcoming winter.  They will then be planted in Mud Bay 
next year.  Paul applied for a transfer permit with the Washington State Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (WDFW) for putting out more shell strings and shell bags at the Fidalgo Bay sites for 
monitoring. Brady Blake from WDFW will be working with Paul this summer to plant additional 
seed along east March’s Point. Additional shell will be distributed on both the east side of 
Fidalgo Bay and west side at Weaverling Spit. Olympia oyster seed will be transferred from other 
areas of Fidalgo Bay so there won’t be a need to buy additional oyster seed.  Paul will work with 
the Samish Tribe and volunteers to move shell from the higher intertidal areas to Weaverling 
Spit to provide better oyster habitat for native oyster settlement in areas where it has been 
limited so far.  Paul and a group of volunteers are gearing up to monitor the oysters in Fidalgo 
Bay as well as the seed planted at Cap Sante Marina last year and the experimental plots in 
Secret Harbor.   

• Pinto Abalone Restoration:  The monitoring work for this year is now complete.  Some additional 
seeding will take place at the six restoration sites in Skagit County.  Preliminary monitoring 
results indicate that the abalone are growing and the adult-sized abalone are starting to move 
around and away from the original seed plots, which makes them harder to find.   

• Kelp Monitoring:  No update. 
• Nearshore Monitoring:  Monthly monitoring continues at Skagit MRC restoration sites.   



• Forage Fish Index Site Surveys:   Monthly surveys continue at Skagit MRC’s three Forage Fish 
Index sites:  Ship Harbor, Similk Bay on the Swinomish Reservation, and Samish Island.  Charlette 
Thurman, an intern with the County, has taken the lead on many of Forage Fish Index Site 
surveys.  

• European Green Crab Monitoring:   Skagit MRC partnered with the Washington Sea Grant to 
expand European Green Crab monitoring throughout Skagit County.  MRC Opportunity Funds are 
being used to pay for the Coastal Volunteer Partnership’s Volunteer Program Coordinator’s time 
to provide local volunteer coordination in European green crab monitoring in Skagit County.  
Shell Puget Sound Refinery provided funding for the additional traps and other supplies. 
Monitoring in Skagit County started the second week of April.  There are several monitoring sites 
located in Fidalgo Bay, Padilla Bay, Swinomish Channel, and Kicket Island.  To learn more about 
the green crab program go to:  https://wsg.washington.edu/community-
outreach/environmental-threats/invasive-green-crab-volunteer-monitoring/. 
 

Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc):  



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Snohomish  
Month/Year: April 2017  
Submitted by: Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): 
 
None. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 
Elisa Dawson, Deborah Hopkins, Traci Sanderson, Tom Doerge, and Mike Ehlebracht attended forage 
fish training provided by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife on April 10, 2017 at Padilla 
Bay. The training provided information on the regional forage fish program, and all attendees received 
training on forage fish protocols.  
 
The Snohomish MRC hosted an orientation for new MRC members Deborah Hopkins, Tom Doerge, Craig 
Wollam, and Laura Gurley on April 11, 2017. MRC staff Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson hosted the 
orientation. Kathleen Pozarycki went through MRC history and administration with the new members, 
and discussed member expectations and gave an overview of current projects and subcommittees.  
 
A conference call was held to discuss forage fish logistics on April 12, 2017. Participants on the 
conference call were MRC staff Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson, SWM Staff Frank Leonetti, MRC 
members Cathy Stanley and Franchesca Perez, and Salish Sea Biological constant Dan Penttila. The team 
discussed the sampling plan for the summer and August 2017-February 2018 season.  

The Snohomish MRC made their annual presentation to Snohomish County Council on April 18, 2017. 
MRC Chair Franchesca Perez and MRC Co-Chairs Traci Sanderson and Sarah Brown attended. MRC staff 
Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson were also present. Tom Hoban, a former Snohomish MRC Member, 
also attended the presentation. Franchesca Perez presented the2016 projects and accomplishments to 
the Snohomish County Council. Councilmembers were provided a copy of the 2016 Snohomish MRC 
Annual Report. The video of the presentation can be viewed online 
here- http://snohomish.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=5692 

The MRC hosted a tour at Howarth Park of the Nearshore Restoration Project for Congressman Rick 
Larsen on April 18, 2017. MRC Staff Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson, and MRC members Franchesca 
Perez, Sarah Brown, Laura Gurley and Bob Hillmann attended the event. Other attendees included 
Snohomish County Public Works Director Steve Thomsen, SWM Director Will Hall, SWM Supervisor 
David Lucas, City of Everett Parks Manger Mark Harrison, and Northwest Straits Commission Director 
Rich Childers, and Northwest Straits Foundation Director Caroline Gibson attended. Kathleen Pozarycki 
gave an overview of the Nearshore Restoration Project, and talked about the importance of EPA funds 
to complete the project. Two articles were published in the Everett 
Herald- http://www.heraldnet.com/news/habitat-restoration-at-howarth-park-ready-to-be-enjoyed-by-
public/  
http://www.heraldnet.com/opinion/editorial-everett-beach-an-example-of-what-could-be-lost/  
 
 

http://snohomish.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=5692
http://www.heraldnet.com/news/habitat-restoration-at-howarth-park-ready-to-be-enjoyed-by-public/
http://www.heraldnet.com/news/habitat-restoration-at-howarth-park-ready-to-be-enjoyed-by-public/
http://www.heraldnet.com/opinion/editorial-everett-beach-an-example-of-what-could-be-lost/


 
 
The Snohomish MRC had their monthly meeting on April 19, 2017. Franchesca Perez, Traci Sanderson, 
Sarah Brown, Paul Clampitt, Mike Ehlebracht, Cathy Stanley, Susan Tarpley, Bob Hillmann, Deborah 
Hopkins, Laura Gurley, and Tom Doerge attended. MRC Staff Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson were 
present. The MRC discussed their MRC Grant for 2017/2018 titled, “Ocean Literacy and Engagement 
Project”. For this grant, The Snohomish County MRC will increase ocean literacy and engage the 
audience in local citizen-science based data gathering by sponsoring screenings of ocean science films to 
the public, paired with an information session on the MyCoast website and smart-phone companion 
application.  The event will be held in Snohomish County including one in South Snohomish County and 
one in the Northern/Everett Area, as well as provide the video to a minimum of six schools. After the 
film there will be a call to action which encourages the audience to take part in gathering data through 
the MyCoast App. Next, the MRC gave subcommittee reports, and Kathleen showed photos of the 
Howarth Park tour with Congressman Rick Larsen. Elisa shared the photos taken by MRC members for 
the MyCoast photo monitoring project.  
 
Paul Clampitt, Kathleen Pozarycki, and Elisa Dawson attended the April 20, 2017 Snohomish-
Stillaguamish Local Integrating Organization (LIO) Implementation Committee meeting. The LIO 
discussed their draft vision, work plan, and goals. There was a presentation by representatives from the 
Puget Sound Partnership, Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, and the Washington Department 
of Ecology on implementation strategies.    
 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
 



WDFW grant #17-08325 for $50,000 to fund a small portion of the “Cleaning up the Snohomish Estuary” 
project has been routed within Snohomish County for signature.   
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified):  
Nearshore Beach Restoration Project: The Port of 
Everett installed the “What Can You See” sign at 
Edgewater Beach Park. The City of Everett installed all 
four interpretive signs at Howarth Park.  
 
Nearshore Restoration Estuary and Salmon Recovery 
Program (ESRP) Learning Grant and Forage Fish 
Monitoring: SWM Staff continue to work with a team of 
researchers from the University of Washington on this 
ESRP Grant. This year, the MRC has decided to sample 
sites 12 and 13 in April and July in addition to the 
August-February sampling season. Forage fish samples 
were collected at sites 12 and 13 on April 17 and 
delivered to consultant, Salish Sea Biological, for 
processing. No eggs were found.  The Snohomish MRC 
also collected the Howarth Park index site sample in 
April. The sample was processed using the blue bowl method and will be delivered to Erin Dilworth for 
processing. The Snohomish MRC will continue to sample the index site monthly.   
 
Storm Surge Monitoring Project: The MRC’s In-Situ water level monitoring device at Kayak Point has 
been gathering and uploading data to the online platform via the telemetry device. Staff has been 
monitoring data. The device continues to take data at 5 minute intervals and uploads data every 12 
hours to the online platform.  
 
Oil Spill Prevention, Preparedness and Response:  Susan Tarpley continues to attend the Local 
Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC). The next meeting is on May 9.  
 
Snohomish Estuary Project: Work has begun to focus efforts on derelict boat removal in the Snohomish 
Estuary. Field crews are working today in the estuary to identify vessels that would be good candidates 
for removal.  A draft Inter Agency Agreement is now being discussed between Snohomish County and 
the Department of Natural Resources (DNR). DNR has agreed to help the County and the Snohomish 
MRC with the derelict boat removal. The plan is to remove 1-4 derelict boats from the Snohomish 
Estuary.  
 
Port Susan: Traci suggested that the MRC should add septic GIS information to their shoreline armoring 
data in Port Susan. The septic information would identify properties where septic tanks are too close to 
the shoreline, which would make them ineligible for hard-armoring removal.  This is a good project for a 
future date that can be done with the help of GIS staff at Snohomish County. 
 
Kelp Project: Traci attended the April 15, 2017 Kelp Workshop with the Regional Kelp Planning Team in 
Port Townsend. The regional Kelp Planning Team is working on an evaluation of the kelp data gathering 
process. During the workshop, the team considered changes to the protocol before the next kelp 
monitoring season.  The team decided to have MRCs continue to monitor for the same data as last year. 
The team discussed options for focusing on several kelp beds and taking more in-depth measurements 
at those kelp beds, instead of monitoring all of the kelp beds for data. The Snohomish MRC wants to 
continue to do a presence/absence for all known kelp beds in the county, and will work to put together 
a plan for this monitoring season.   



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: WHATCOM 
Month/Year: APRIL 
Submitted by: Austin Rose 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): 
 
The MRC received and reviewed three applications for the open Citizen-at-Large position.  Mr. Glen 
Alexander, former Education Coordinator with the Padilla Bay Reserve was recommended by the MRC.  
The appointment recommendation will go forth to Council on May 2. 
 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 

• MRC staff attended the NWSI Bull Kelp Workshop on 04/15.  At this time it is unclear what new 
metrics the Whatcom MRC will focus on this summer.  Survey sites include: Aiston Preserve, 
South side of Lummi Island, and potential a recon circumnavigation of Alden Bank (with motor 
boat assistance). 

 
• MRC Staff, and four Whatcom MRC members attended the NWSI Olympia Oyster workshop on 

04/21.  The Whatcom MRC is starting to line up the needs for their permitting process for 
restoration in Chuckanut Bay. Project champion need to come together and clearly defining the 
goals of this project in order to develop the intertidal monitoring protocols pre- seeding – which 
should occur late summer 2017.  Several resources were shared at the workshop. 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
N/A 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 

• Chuckanut sampling occurred on 04/17 and 04/24.  Results in the marine waters are still not 
meeting state standards.  MRC staff are working to organize a community meeting for a date in 
May or early June, which will include staff from County Health and the Whatcom Conservation 
District.  

 
• Forage fish sampling occurred on 04/21.   

 
• RE Sources for Sustainable Communities and the Whatcom County Marine Resources 

Committee (MRC) are launching a comprehensive North Sound Stewards volunteer program 
that will train participants to become citizen scientists. The program is in partnership with the 
Northwest Straits Initiative and the Cherry Point and Fidalgo Bay Aquatic Reserves Citizen 
Stewardship Committees. The program offers a variety of citizen science opportunities, 
including intertidal surveys, forage fish surveys, and sea star wasting syndrome surveys. 
Participants can also connect with other nonprofits and government agencies to receive 



additional trainings and participate in opportunities like green crab surveys and ocean 
acidification surveys. 

 
 
 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc): 
 
 
 
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info): 
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