
 
agenda 

 
 

Location:  Skykomish Conference Room, Snohomish County Campus (Admin East Building, Room number 
1F03), 3000 Rockefeller Ave., Everett, WA 
Date/Time: June 30, 2017–10:00 AM-3:00 PM  

 
10:00-10:20   Welcome and opening remarks Dave Somers, Snohomish County 

Executive 
Nan McKay, Chair 

10:20-10:25 Introductions  
Approval of May meeting minutes 

Nan McKay, Chair 

10:25-10:55 MyCoast Mobile App Snohomish MRC 

10:55-11:15  NWSC committee reports 
Executive Committee 
External Relations Committee 
Science Advisory Committee 

 
Nan McKay 
Tom Cowan 
Lucas Hart 

11:15-11:45 MRC reports MRC Representatives 

11:45-12:00 Public comment  

12:00-1:00 Working lunch All 

1:00-1:15 Northwest Straits Foundation update 

 

Caroline Gibson  

1:15-1:35 Near-Term Action solicitation process for 
the 2018 Action Agenda 

Erin Ryan-Peñuela, Puget Sound 
Partnership 

1:35-1:45 Puget Sound Partnership update Erin Ryan-Peñuela, Puget Sound 
Partnership 

1:45-2:05 Western Washington University Salish Sea 
Studies Institute 

Ginny Broadhurst, Salish Sea Studies 
Institute Director 



 
agenda 

 
 

2:05-2:40 Business items 
MRC grants 
#CatchMoreCrab 
Olympia oysters in the Action Agenda 
Kelp project update 
Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference 
sessions 

Staff 

2:40-3:00  Roundtable All 

3:00 Adjourn  

 



 
minutes 

 
 

May 26, 2017 • 10:00am-12:00pm  
WebEx Conference Call—WebEx 

Attendees: 
 
Commission Members: Nan McKay (Chair), Jamey Selleck (Skagit, Vice Chair), Jerry Masters, Pete 
Granger (Whatcom-alternate), Ed Adams (Island), Paul Clampitt (Snohomish), Ron Thom, Tom Cowan, 
Dale Moses (Jefferson), Bob Campbell (Clallam-alternate), Cecilia Gobin (Tribal-alternate) 
 
Commission Staff: Rich Childers, Nicole Jordan, Sasha Horst, Lucas Hart 
 
Others in Attendance: Laura Blackmore (Puget Sound Partnership), Austin Rose (Whatcom MRC staff) 
 
Absent: Sheida Sahandy, Terry Williams, Tom Temple (San Juan), Doug Stark (Whatcom), Alan Clark 
(Clallam) 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
Nan McKay opened the meeting. The Commission approved by consensus Laura Blackmore, Deputy 
Director for the Puget Sound Partnership, as Commission alternate for Sheida Sahandy.   
 
The minutes from the April Northwest Straits Commission meeting were approved with one change.  
 
Northwest Straits Commission - committee reports 
 
Executive Committee  
Jamey said the committee discussed the recent trip to Washington DC for Puget Sound Day on the Hill, 
budget updates and the upcoming MRC grants. The committee also discussed potential presenters for 
upcoming Commission meetings, including topics for the June in-person meeting.  
 
Science Advisory Committee 
Ron said the committee welcomed a new member, Hugh Shipman, a Coastal Geologist with the 
Washington Department of Ecology. Ron Thom and Tom Mumford are developing a two-page document 
on ecosystem health/condition which will include a conceptual model to quantify actual progress of 
example Northwest Straits Initiative projects and the suggested next steps. The document will be 
presented at the June Commission meeting.  
 
External Relations Committee 
Tom Cowan updated on the work of the committee on securing biennial funding for MRCs in the amount 
of $450,000 from the state legislature.  
 Action: Tom Cowan will update the Commission as information comes available. 
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Puget Sound Day on the Hill  
Rich updated on the recent trip to Washington DC for the Puget Sound Day on the Hill event. He said 
around 60 people representing the Puget Sound region attended including Rich, Nan, Jerry, Caroline and 
Ginny. The group met with Senator Patty Murray who reaffirmed her support of the Northwest Straits 
Initiative. The Puget Sound Partnership posted highlights from the event, which can be found 
here: http://bit.ly/2qKUjHz  
 
MRC reports  
Monthly reports for each MRC are available by visiting this link: http://bit.ly/2rIgpiq  
 
Clallam  
Bob Campbell updated on the work of Clallam MRC. Jeff Ward is the new Chair, Brad Collins is the new 
Vice-Chair, and Peggy McClure is the new alternate MRC member for the City of Sequim. Bob said the 
MRC is pursuing educational and outreach efforts this summer and has many projects underway including 
crabber outreach, forage fish surveys and Olympia oyster restoration.  
 
Island 
Ed Adams said William Bell joined the MRC in the Port of Coupeville seat and Anna Toledo will be 
returning from maternity leave in June. The MRC is working on forage fish surveys and have found eggs at 
Maple Grove. On May 24, the Pigeon Guillemot team held a training on the Pigeon Guillemot survey 
protocols. 
 
Jefferson 
Dales Moses said the MRC has a new seasonal program assistant, Tim Weissman. The MRC is installing 
their 7th rain garden on June 6-7. He said forage fish monitoring is continuing at the Fort Townsend site 
with a new index site at Adelma Beach. The MRC lost 8 of the 21 winter marker buoys and are working on 
finding divers to reinstall the recovered buoys.   
 
San Juan  
San Juan provided a written report. Kendra Smith, the new Environmental Resources Director for San Juan 
County Public Works, was appointed by San Juan County Council to serve on the Marine Resources 
Committee. The MRC currently has two vacancies. Marine Managers’ Workshop results and 
recommended actions are being compiled into a final report and will be available on the MRC website. 
 
Skagit  
Jamey Selleck said Dr. Jude Apple, Research Coordinator for Padilla Bay Reserve, is the newest member to 
the MRC. He said 34 volunteers graduating the Salish Sea Stewards program. Skagit MRC partnered with 
the Washington Sea Grant to expand European green crab monitoring throughout Skagit County.  The 
MRC is providing a letter of support for eDNA to University of Washington.  
 
Snohomish 

http://bit.ly/2qKUjHz
http://bit.ly/2rIgpiq
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Paul Clampitt said Elisa Dawson will be covering for Kathleen while she is out on maternity leave. 
Washington Dept. of Fish and Wildlife has provided $50,000 in grant funds through the Local Integrating 
Organizations (LIO) to the MRC to remove derelict boats. The MRC and Washington Dept. of Natural 
Resources will provide matching funds contributing to a total working budget of approximately $100,000.  
 
Whatcom  
Pete Granger said a speaker from Washington Sea Grant on European green crab presented at their last 
MRC meeting. Glen Alexander (Alex), former Education Coordinator at Padilla Bay Reserve, was appointed 
to the MRC to fill a Citizen-at-Large interest position. Austin said Lisa Kaufman, Northwest Straits 
Foundation, is organizing an Olympia oyster workshop focused on MRC permitting questions at Padilla Bay 
Reserve on June 5–all are welcome to attend.  
 
Business items 

 
Northwest Straits Initiative – 2016 Annual Report 
Sasha reminded everyone that the Northwest Straits Initiative 2016 Annual Report is available.  This year 
the format is slightly different and includes project tables for each MRC.  
 Action: Commission staff will follow up with MRC staff to identify the number of copies needed for 

each MRC.   
 
Ocean acidification symposium report   
Rich and Lucas attended the ocean acidification symposium hosted by the University of Washington on 
May 22. Lucas is exploring options for the Northwest Straits Initiative to research the impacts of ocean 
acidification in the Puget Sound area.  
 
Olympia oyster and Puget Sound Partnership (PSP) Habitat Strategic Initiative  
Lisa Kaufman, Northwest Straits Foundation, is working on creating a protocol specific for MRC oyster 
restoration projects. Lucas and Rich attended the Strait Ecosystem Recovery Network (ERN) meeting on 
May 12 and advocated for Olympia oyster restoration as a focus area in the Habitat Strategic Initiative of 
the Puget Sound Action Agenda. 
 
Kelp project update 
Holly Garland, Northwest Straits Foundation intern, is developing a condition index for kelp bed health. 
She will meet with Tom Mumford and Phil Green to discuss the project and will test a protocol. Gregg 
Ridder volunteered to take aerial photos for all MRCs.  
 Action: Those interested in aerial photos from Gregg should contact Lucas at hart@nwstraits.org.    
 

 
2017 MRC Conference 

http://nwstraits.org/media/2402/nwsi_2016-annual_report.pdf
mailto:hart@nwstraits.org
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The annual MRC conference is scheduled for November 3-4, 2017 at the Sheraton Four Points in 
Bellingham. The planning committee includes Rich Childers, Caroline Gibson, Lucas Hart, Nan McKay, Ed 
Bowlby and Pete Granger. 
 
Catch More Crab 
Sasha, Nicole, and Jason at the Northwest Straits Foundation are working on the Catch More Crab 
campaign. Jason has contacted MRCs to determine interest in joining the campaign  
 Action: MRCs interested in joining the campaign should contact Jason 

at morgan@nwstraitsfoundation.org.  
 

Puget Sound Partnership (PSP) 
Laura Blackmore provided an update. The Partnership published a blog and hard copy book which includes 
success stories on restoration throughout Puget Sound. She said House Bill 1121 was signed into law, 
which changes the Partnership’s Action Agenda reporting requirements from every two years to every 
four years.    
 Action: Those with questions on the Puget Sound Action Agenda and/or general PSP questions can 

contact Laura at laura.blackmore@psp.wa.gov.    
 

Round table 
There was no round table discussion.  
 
Public comment  
There was no public comment  
 
*The next Commission meeting will be from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM on June 30 at the Snohomish County 

Campus Building. 
  

mailto:morgan@nwstraitsfoundation.org
https://pugetsoundinnovationstories.blog/2017/
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1121&Year=2017
mailto:laura.blackmore@psp.wa.gov


 
 

Executive Committee Meeting 
June 12, 2017 • 11:00am-12:00pm 

Conference call  
 
Committee Members: Jamey Selleck, Ron Thom, Tom Cowan, Paul Clampitt, Nan McKay 
Commission Staff/Support: Sasha Horst, Rich Childers, Nicole Jordan  
Not attending: Terry Stevens 
 
MRC grants update  
Sasha said Commission staff completed a first round of review on MRC grant proposals, and that the summary of 
projects will be sent to the Science Advisory Committee for additional feedback and input as needed. The 
committee recommended that staff continue working with MRCs to resolve remaining issues, and bring the 
resulting final proposals back to the Executive Committee in July, with a goal of taking the full list to the 
Commission for approval as scheduled at the July meeting of the Commission.  
 Action: Commission staff will continue to work with MRC on their proposals and will update the 

committee accordingly.  
 
Federal/state budget update 
The committee discussed the status of the state budget, which is not yet known. Tom asked Rich to follow up 
within Ecology to find out if the agency has received any information and if so whether it includes funding for 
Northwest Straits. Sasha said she got a call from Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 10 staff about an 
internal funding opportunity they proposed to focus on marine debris hot spots throughout the Northwest Straits 
region.  
 Action: Sasha will keep the Committee updated on developments on the potential funding opportunity.   
 Action: Rich will check in with the Department of Ecology to gather any additional information on the 

status of the state budget.  
 
Northwest Straits Commission meetings 
The committee reviewed the agenda for the June NWS Commission meeting. The topic of “ecosystem health” will 
be forwarded to the next in-person NWS Commission meeting in August. The topic of “input on corporate 
investment” from the NWS Foundation was removed and suggested for a Northwest Straits Initiative subgroup 
discussion.  
 
Summary of Congressman Larsen meeting at Padilla Bay on June 3 
Rich updated on the recent visit of Congressman Rick Larsen to Padilla Bay. Rich, Terry Stevens and Congressman 
Larsen discussed historical and current funding sources of the Northwest Straits Initiative and concerns around 
developing budgets.  
 
MRC Conference planning update 
Nicole said the 2017 MRC Conference sessions email was sent and responses are being collected.  
 Action: Rich will set up a planning committee meeting in late June.  

 
***The next Executive Committee Meeting will be a conference call on Monday, July 10, 2017*** 



 

 

 

MyCoast Installation and User Guide 
MyCoast is a system for submitting a variety of coastal reports and citizen science data to state and local environmental 

agencies. Users can also see what information others have reported. Users install our app, take a picture, fill in a form and 

submit the report for agency review. Available report types will vary according to the user’s location.  

 

Installing and Using our Mobile Application 

 
Our app is available for both 
iOS and Android and will run 
on all modern devices, 
including tablets. You will need 
an internet connection to 
upload reports, but you don’t 
need to have one at the time 
you’re writing the report – if 
you start the application later 
with a connection, it will 
upload all pending reports. 

  

 

To install the app, search for “mycoast” on your app store. If your phone can 
scan QR codes, you can use the one provided above to go directly to our store 
page. 
 
Once you’ve installed the app, you will need to create a free MyCoast account 
(only your name and email address are required). Once you have logged in or 
created an account, you may add a report using the “Add Report” button at 
the bottom of the screen. You can then select a report type and the app will 
prompt you for any necessary further information. At the end of the report you 
just click “Submit” and your report will be sent to our server. 
 
Once your report has been uploaded, we will attach tide and weather 
information to it, and we’ll email you a link to its detail page. All report data is 
public - to view the complete set of reports, log into http://mycoast.org and 
browse reports for your region. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us – our email is 
support@mycoast.org and, if you visit the web site, you may also contact us 
using the live chat icon in the bottom right corner. 
 
Thank you for your participation! 

 

 

http://mycoast.org/
mailto:support@mycoast.org


MRC Monthly Report 
County: Clallam 

Month/Year: May – June 2017 

Submitted by: Cathy Lear and Helle Andersen 

Membership/Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  None 

Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 

MRC Meeting: The monthly Clallam MRC meeting was held June 19th in Clallam County Commissioners 
large conference room. Topics on the agenda included NWSC and NWSF updates and summary of the 
“Puget Sound on the Hill” event given by Caroline Gibson and Rich Childers, selection process of the four 
summer interns, site visits to Dawley Road and Dungeness Farms, and project updates. 

LIO/ERN Meeting: None 

Funding Updates: (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  None 

Project Updates:  
Educational Outreach: The final topics for the summer intern program were determined on the May 
CMRC meeting after which the program was advertised to the local student population in several ways 
including an article in the Peninsula Daily News (https://www.peninsuladailynews.com/news/clallam-
marine-resources-committee-offers-paid-internships-application-deadline-is-friday/),  emailing the 
information to teachers, student program managers and Peninsula College Service Learning and posting 
the information on CMRC website. Because of past experiences with limited number of applicants Helle 
Andersen visited four classes at the Peninsula College and handed out a brochure about the internship 
to about 70 students.  The brochure is attached. A total of 11 applications were received for the four 
intern positions. Six students were interviewed Thursday June 15th and four students were selected and 
paired with the following projects: Kelp Monitoring – Jacob Carleson, Reduce people and Dog’s Impacts 
on Elwha Beach – Waverly Shreffler, Crabber Outreach – Joshua Davis, and Shellfish Monitoring at Pillar 
Point – Seren Weber. 

Crabber Outreach: Shannon Weaver continued to work on several tasks including making a map over 
locations NOT to crab in Sequim Bay, working with NWSF to compile the information and material for 
the crabber outreach kits, and identifying the boat ramps to be visited during the outreach effort. 
Shannon will team up with Joshua Davis to conduct the recreational crabber outreach at the boat ramps 
throughout the county during the crabbing season which starts July 1st. 

 Forage Fish Surveys:  The June forage fish sampling events are planned for June 23rd at Pitship and Old 
Town and June 27th at Ediz Hook.  

Olympia Oyster Restoration: May 24th Ed Bowlby, Lyn Muench,  Mike Doherty, Ralph Riccio and Helle 
Andersen visited the site at Dawley Road along with Jennifer Scott-Brown and Lorenz Sollman from the 
USF&WS. The following day, May 25th, Lyn Muench, Peggy McClure and Helle Andersen visited the 
Dungeness Farms site along with Matt Heins the manager of the farms. The information from the two 
sites were compiled into a PP presentation (attached as a pdf) and shown to the members on the June 
meeting. The members made the following decision regarding the Olympia oyster restoration effort in 
Sequim Bay:  

https://www.peninsuladailynews.com/news/clallam-marine-resources-committee-offers-paid-internships-application-deadline-is-friday/
https://www.peninsuladailynews.com/news/clallam-marine-resources-committee-offers-paid-internships-application-deadline-is-friday/


1) The Dungeness Farms site is too exposed for Olympia oysters. Lyn Muench and Helle Andersen 
will contact Matt Heins and let him know. 

2) Helle Andersen will contact Jennifer Scott-Brown at the refuge letting them know that we would 
like to establish a couple of test plots at Dawley Road as a first step investigating the suitability 
of the site. 

June 7th Lyn Muench, Ralph Riccio and two other Jamestown employees organized the pick-up of 100 
seeded cultch bags from PSRF and transport to the Jamestown tribal tidelands where the seed will be 
stored until further decisions have been made about their final placement (newly identified restoration 
site(s) or added to the site in Blyn). Pictures of the event are attached. 

Shellfish Sampling at Pillar Point:  CMRC has conducted thee sampling events at Pillar Point including the 
training May 11th. The next bimonthly sampling will take place June 25th. Seren Weber, the summer 
intern, will participate in the sampling event. 



FOR MORE INFORMATION  

Helle Andersen, Clallam Marine Resources 

Committee Project Coordinator 

Phone: 360-417-2416 

Email: handersen@co.clallam.wa.us 

Website: www.clallamcountymrc.org 

MRC-sponsored interns must meet the fol-
lowing criteria to be selected: 

MRC-sponsored interns must be at least 17 

years old. 

MRC-sponsored interns must show a high 

level of responsibility in their Natural Re-

sources/Environmental Studies program 

work. 

MRC-sponsored interns will be selected fol-

lowing this process: 

If you are interested in being an intern, we 

recommend you browse the MRC website 

http://www.clallamcountymrc.org/ for more 

background, then submit a letter of intent to 

the Clallam MRC at handersen@co.clallam. 

wa.us.   

Deadline -  June 2, 2017  

In your letter, please answer the following 

questions: 

 Why do you want to be an MRC-

sponsored intern? 

 What skills do you have that will be 

particularly useful for this internship? 

 How does this internship fit into your 

future plans? 

 How do you think you will benefit 

from this internship? 

How to Apply 

The internship review committee will re-

view the submitted materials and contact 

qualified applicants to schedule interviews. 

If needed, the committee will hold follow-

up interviews. Interviews may be conduct-

ed by phone. Hiring decisions will be made 

and applicants notified as soon as possible.  

This project has been funded fully or 
in part by the US EPA.  

Application Process 

Photo: Phil Green 

Summer 2017 

Internships 



Do you enjoy doing citizen science work in our com-

munity? Do you want to earn while you learn? 

The Clallam MRC seeks qualified candidates to fill 

four intern positions. The duration of the internships 

is 80 hours @ $15/hr to be completed between 

June 19th and August 18th, 2017.  

Interns will work closely with MRC members on pro-

jects intended to protect and restore marine re-

sources. As an intern, you will be responsible for one 

of these projects:  

Kelp Monitoring: Help organize and participate in 

kayak-based kelp surveys to be conducted at 2-3 lo-

cations along the Strait of Juan de Fuca. 

Reduce People and Dog’s Impacts on Elwha Beach: 

Conduct surveys of usage of Elwha estuary area; re-

move marine debris after the July 4th celebration; 

perform educational outreach about the impacts of 

free running dogs and human usage. 

Crabber Outreach: Help organize and participate in 

educational outreach events to recreational crab 

fishers in Clallam County.  

Shellfish Monitoring at Pillar Point: Participate in  

bimonthly shellfish sampling at Pillar Point for bio-

toxin analysis and monitor the beach characteristics. 

The Clallam County Marine Resources Committee - 2017 Intern Projects 

Learn more on the MRC website at www.clallamcountymrc.org.  

 

 Monitor kelp beds 

Credit Ribert Schwemmer 

  
Elwha Beach—Reduce Impacts 

 
 Crabber Outreach  

  
Shellfish Monitoring 



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Island 
Month/Year: June 2017 
Submitted by: Anna Toledo 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): Anna Toledo has returned from maternity leave. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 
Meetings 

- On June 6, Lori Clark and Jennifer Riedmayer presented information on Department of Health’s 
Marine Sampling in Penn Cove and Island County’s Surface Water Quality Monitoring Plan 
Update.  

- A joint meeting with Jefferson and Clallam MRCs is planned for 7/11/17 in Port Townsend. 
 
Events 

- June 23 and 24 are Guillemot Appreciation Days. The Guillemot Research Group and Whidbey 
Audubon Society are hosting a Happy Hour at Ott & Murphy Winery from 3-5pm on 6/23. A trip 
to a guillemot colony will be held on 6/24, meeting at the Freeland Park & Ride at 8am. 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): None. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
Forage Fish Monitoring: Lois and Ruth participated in a forage fish all-MRC phone call initiated by Lucas 
Hart, NWSC, and including Phill Dionne and staff from WDFW. Questions about survey purpose and 
duration, how to improve communication between WDFW and MRCs, how our data contributes to 
spawning beach protection, and how surveys help us better understand restoration effectiveness and 
no-net-loss were fielded.  
 
Pigeon Guillemot Survey: The guillemot survey began the week of June 12 and will continue 10 to 12 
weeks or until the birds depart their breeding colonies. A volunteer training session was held on May 24. 
Volunteers are being assigned to colonies, and new volunteers are receiving on-beach training. An 
informational meeting was held on Camano Island, which was attended by about 25 people. 
 
Caitlyn Connolly was hired as the summer research intern. Govinda Rosling was hired as the 
Island/Clallam MRC guillemot survey coordinator, funded through the MRC Opportunity Fund. 
 
Eelgrass: The 2017 monitoring sites have been chosen, and an initial shake-down run and retraining 
session was held. The equipment performed without issue. 
 
Outreach: An outline of an example fact sheet was developed, reviewed by the MRC, and is being 
refined by the Outreach Team and intern. 
 
Barbara attended a citizen science conference and displayed a poster on the MRC. She received positive 
feedback on the model of the Northwest Straits and MRCs. 



 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc): The MRC decided to change their meeting schedule to 1x/month year-round 
(previously meetings were held 2x/month except during the summer). Special meetings will be held as 
needed, particularly when developing the annual work plan. 
 
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info): 
 



JCMRC Monthly Report 
 
County:  Jefferson 
Month/Year:  June 2017 
Submitted by:  Cheryl Lowe 
 
Membership/Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  
Chris Eardley has resigned as MRC Tribal Alternate because he no longer works for the Skokomish Tribe. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights):   
 
Past Meetings & Events:   

• The JCMRC monthly meeting was held June 6, 2017.  15 members/staff and 5 guests attended 
the meeting. Neil Harrington gave us a summary of the status of the invasive green crab 
monitoring, including details about the Dungeness monitoring work. Meeting topics also other 
administrative and project status reports. 

• Executive Committee will meet by conference call on June 29 (Dale, Wade, Jeff, Cheryl and 
Ashley)  

• Dale (and Jeff?) plan to attend the NWSC June 30 meeting. 
• Our June 9th Digging for Dinner (Dosewallips) was a success, with 42 participants and 7 

volunteer/instructors assisting.  The weather was lovely, most participants were new to 
clamming and oyster harvesting, and many had never been to the Dosewallips State Park 
tidelands in south Jefferson County. People came away with a new understanding of regulations 
and sustainable practices, where to go for info about safe harvesting, new knowledge about 
shucking oysters, why clean water is needed for shellfish harvesting, and their limit of steamer 
clams. An evaluation survey will be sent out next month to see who used what they learned. 

• Cheryl Lowe represented the Jefferson MRC at the Chumsortium meeting on June 1.  
• Cheryl attended a small NWSI meeting about Olympia oyster permitting issues at NWSC office 

on June 5. 
• On June 15, Cheryl and Lisa Kaufman met two shoreline landowners on their properties to 

introduce the SHARP program and answer questions. Lisa will follow up as needed. 
•  

 
Upcoming Meetings/Events:   

• Next MRC meeting will be July 11, 2017 at 6 pm, as a joint meeting with Clallam and Island 
County MRCs. Jefferson MRC is hosting, with discussion topics selected by all 3 MRCs. 

• Training for “Catch More Crab” volunteers is June 28 at 4:15 pm. This educational effort, funded 
by the NWF Opportunity Fund program, uses NWSI materials and MRC volunteers stationed at a 
few local boat launches for the first 2 weekends of July, and providing materials to a few local 
licensing/crabber supply places. 

• July 21 is a City of PT library program for children about stewardship of the beach program (MRC 
and WSU Extension volunteers will lead people on a walk at Irondale Beach County Park). 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  
 No new info. 
 



Project Updates (progress from past month on existing projects or any new projects identified): 
1. Monitoring: a) Fort Townsend Restoration: MRC recruited 5 volunteers who assisted WDFW 

Habitat Restoration Monitoring team on June 21-22, as they completed the spring 2017 post-
construction beach character monitoring. The MRC also worked with 7 volunteers from Friends 
of Fort Townsend on weeding and watering of the new plantings at this restoration site on June 
20. b) Forage Fish Index Site (Adelma Beach):  Monthly monitoring for forage fish continues. c) 
Kelp:  Planning has begun for summer monitoring. Test run is the last weekend of June. 

2. Rain Gardens:  Installation of the Chetzemoka Park (City of PT) rain garden was postponed, due 
to a new, last minute requirement for a legal agreement between City and County.  We did have 
50 students with the PT School District teachers (OPEPO program) come to the site to learn 
about how and why rain gardens are needed here. They will be back in September to assist with 
the rain garden installation then. In place of the installation, we had a set of community work 
parties to spruce up the rain gardens supported by MRC funding on June 6th, with 15 volunteers 
participating on this work. Design work and project management is being donated by WSU 
Extension staff.  Jefferson MRC’s Program Assistant (funded by NWSF) is assisting with volunteer 
coordination and classroom instruction.  

3. Education & Outreach:  June Digging for Dinner event was a great success. See summary above. 
The MRC will be collaborating with the PT School District’s Maritime Discovery Program on a 2-
day workshop for teachers on ocean acidification in the classroom in August, encouraging the 
teachers to learn about and incorporate our Olympia oyster and rain garden projects as 
classroom and field trip resources.  We also just confirmed MRC participation in the Northwest 
Watershed Institute’s YES! Program (high school environmental camp and community service 
program) for fall 2017.  Planning has begun for the MRC’s participation in the Wooden Boat 
Festival. 

4. Olympia Oyster: (1) Discovery Bay:  Shell stacks were placed in the mid-bay enhancement area 
and also in the lagoon next to the original Olympia oyster to measure spat activity. (2) Quilcene 
Bay: On May 25-26, 9 volunteers, MRC staff and WDFW & Tribal Advisors monitored our 2016 
seeded cultch, and then measured and deployed 80 bags of hatchery-grown seeded cultch.  This 
overwintered cultch looked great! 

5. Voluntary No Anchor Zones:  The MRC Buoy sub-committee had several days out on the water 
locating winter buoys with twisted lines that were no longer floating on the surface and 
repairing/replacing worn tackle.  7 of the 10 buoys at Port Townsend are now ready for the large 
summer navigational buoys.  Better GPS equipment should help us locate the remaining anchors 
and line that we couldn’t find (visibility was low for the divers on the first effort) during the next 
outing (late June). 

 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc.):    
 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: San Juan 
Month/Year: June, 2017 
Submitted by: Arnie Klaus 
 
Membership/Leadership changes There are three vacant positions with one other term 
expiring. 
 
Events/Meetings The MRC conducted its June 7 meeting with a presentation on the San Juan 
Action Agenda Oversight Group Ecosystem Protection and Recovery Plan by Marta Green, San 
Juan County LIO Coordinator 
 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
No new updates. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects.) 
Orcas Landing Experience – Site preparation will get underway the last week of June with 
removal of invasive species with help from the Noxious Weed Control Board and the Youth 
Conservation Corp. The plan will be to plant native species that would be natural to the rocky 
bald coastal shoreline with exhibits describe their niches and role in shoreline ecology. The 
MRC is planning its first exhibit panel that will be funded through the San Juan County lodging 
tax fund.  
Marine Managers Workshop - Workshop results and recommended action are being compiled 
into a final report that will go out to attendees and will be available of the MRC website. 
Facebook Campaign – The Facebook campaign will be continuing to conduct interviews with 
marine experts, encourage viewer contributions and promoting the importance of the Marine 
Stewardship Area. 
 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, 
questions to the Commission, etc): San Juan County Council has given direction to the MRC to 
help come up with local actions that can be taken to protect the Southern Resident Killer 
Whales while retaining the economic vitality of the whale watching industry that is a significant 
contributor to the County. A program to begin immediate and plan for long term actions is being 
proposed to the County Council for program and budget approval. The MRC is working with 
Soundkeeper, Whale Museum and NOAA get the “Be Whale Wise” materials to boaters. This 
program aligns with the grant proposal to NWSC.  
 
The MRC is working with the San Juan County Conservation District on finding ways to work 
together on shoreline  restoration projects, with an emphasis of County owned shoreline areas 
to set an example by the County. 
 
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional 
info): 



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Skagit 
Month/Year: June, 2017 
Submitted by: Jamey Selleck/Tracy Alker 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  No changes. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 

• MRC Meeting Highlights– June 8:  Jason Morgan provided an update on the Northwest Straits 
Initiative’s recreational crabber outreach and derelict crab pot removal project. Outreach 
materials will be distributed to recreational crabbers in Skagit County through the Port of 
Anacortes, the Samish Indian Nation DNR, Ace Hardware, Holiday Sports, and at special events. 
In addition, Salish Sea Steward volunteers will help distribute the outreach materials to 
recreational crabbers at the docks and boat launches on the opening day of crabbing season.  
Hannah Moon from the Anacortes Ace Hardware presented their “Orca Friendly” product label 
campaign to help build awareness about “greener” alternative products that are available in 
their stores.  To qualify, the products must meet certain criteria such as being naturally derived, 
non-toxic, biodegradable, and present no measurable harm to marine life and waterways.  How 
the product is manufactured and packaged is also taken into consideration.   

• Bay View Dine and Discover Event- June 9: This event was sponsored by the Skagit County’s 
Pollution Identification and Correction Program to help build awareness to issues impacting our 
waterways and what citizens can do to help keep our waters clean.  Close to 200 people 
attended the event.  Skagit MRC staff hosted the MRC’s stormwater golf game and handed out 
Fidalgo Bay Day “Save the Date” cards and Crabber Outreach rack cards. Several MRC members 
and Salish Sea Stewards also helped with this event. 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
No updates 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 

• Bowman Bay Nearshore Restoration:  A planting party hosted by the Skagit Fisheries 
Enhancement Group was held June 13th.  Nearshore restoration monitoring continues to occur 
on a monthly basis. 

• Tide Pool Interpretive Sign:  The sign is still in the process of fabrication.  Samantha Russell, with 
the help of beach naturalists, helped guide a group of around 60, 7th grade students in tide pool 
etiquette and exploration at Washington Park on June 14th.   

• Fidalgo Bay Day:  The date has been set for:  Saturday, August 12, 2017 at the Fidalgo Bay RV 
Resort.  Save the Date cards have been widely distributed. Planning continues. Contact has been 
made with the displayers. Several Salish Sea Stewards have signed up to help. Activities will 
include: a beach seining demo, touch tank, discovery stations, educational displays, kid-friendly 
crafts and games, complimentary samples of local seafood and Samish no-host salmon BBQ. 

• Salish Sea Stewards:  The training ended in May. A record 34 volunteers completed the training. 
15 people have already requested applications for next year’s training.  Samantha will evaluate 
the results of surveys completed by the volunteers from the class of 2017. Volunteer hours 
reported in Volgistics will be tallied at the end of each quarter and included in the MRC quarterly 
progress reports.  Two new Salish Sea Stewards, Gina Johnson and Rachel Best, recently joined 
the Salish Sea Stewards planning subcommittee.  Their perspective will be valuable in planning 



next year’s training and making improvements to the program.  One of the new Salish Sea 
Stewards will be helping the Samish Indian Nation DNR with their kelp surveys.   

• Olympia Oyster Restoration:  Paul, with the help of several volunteers, completed the 
monitoring at the Cap Sante Marina and Sea Farers Park area.  The oysters that were planted last 
year were two small to spawn.  They also collected most of the monitoring bags from 20 
locations around Fidalgo Bay to look for new oyster settlement. Data collected so far indicates a 
moderate oyster spawn from last year.  Two new shell plots were established at Weaverling Spit.  
Paul helped Whatcom County MRC distribute close to 40 bags of oyster seed at the trestle to 
over winter. The seed bags will be transplanted in Chuckanut Bay next summer. Paul and the 
other volunteers are gearing up to do some more monitoring during the next low tide cycle.  

• Pinto Abalone Restoration:  The field work is now complete.  The final report will be completed 
by September 30th.   

• Kelp Monitoring:  We don’t currently have a good inventory of kelp beds in Skagit County.  In 
order to help map the current distribution of bull kelp, and effectively choose which sites to 
spend time monitoring, Samantha Russell sent out an announcement through “The Wave” to 
ask for help in conducting a two week long “Northwest Straits Bull Kelp Flash Survey” of bull kelp 
beds in Skagit County through an online application  created by Suzanne Shull.  It can either be 
uploaded to a smart phone as an app or accessed online by a computer. The participants are 
asked to provide the kelp bed location, kelp bed size, date, time, animal presence, and photos. 
Photos will be tagged to a particular location on a map. The flash survey might be repeated 
again later this summer when bull kelp is more present.  This will be a good test to find out 
whether or not this type of crowdsourcing program works.  If it is successful, it could be 
transferred to other MRCs.   

• Forage Fish Index Site Surveys: Monthly surveys continue at Skagit MRC’s three Forage Fish 
Index sites:  Ship Harbor, Similk Bay on the Swinomish Reservation, and Samish Island.  Surf 
smelt eggs have been observed at the Similk Bay site, but no smelt eggs have been found at Ship 
Harbor or Samish Island.  Spawning in Fidalgo Bay has started to pick up. 

• European Green Crab Monitoring:   Skagit MRC partnered with the Washington Sea Grant to 
expand European Green Crab monitoring throughout Skagit County.  MRC Opportunity Funds are 
being used for volunteer coordination.  Shell Puget Sound Refinery provided funding for the 
additional traps and other supplies. Monitoring in Skagit County started the second week of 
April.  Teams of volunteers are each assigned specific locations to monitor.  As part of the green 
crab outreach effort, Samantha Russell recruited a few volunteers to help teach approximately 
25 Cub Scouts how to survey and correctly identify various crabs at Bay View State Park on 
June 17th 11:00am-1:00pm Bay View State Park. 

• Weaverling Spit Beach Nourishment Restoration:  The Weaverling Spit Restoration project was 
originally scheduled to be completed last fall, but had to be delayed for another year due to 
permitting issues.  Unfortunately, due to the delay, the project bids came in much higher than 
the original estimates.  Luckily Todd was able to get approval for additional funding through the 
Samish Indian Nation tribal council.  The project will now move forward as planned and will be 
completed this fall. This project is funded in part by the Skagit Restoration Initiative funds (SRI). 
SRI funds are part of a Natural Resources Damages Settlement payment from Kimberly-Clark for 
the former Scott Paper Mill site in Anacortes and are administered by the Northwest Straits 
Foundation.  Skagit MRC selects and prioritizes projects and provides oversight into how the SRI 
funds are managed.   

https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/f08c314503c9499fba283f1e9c049513/form


MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Snohomish  
Month/Year: June 2017  
Submitted by: Elisa Dawson and Bob Bernhard 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): 
 
The Marine Resource Committee (MRC) will be receiving approximate ¼ time of a Surface Water 
Management (SWM) intern during the months on June – August 2017. Intern Tim Keal started on June 
13. Tim will be working on the MRC’s Forage Fish Ecosystem Analysis project. For this project he will be 
working on compiling the data taken since 2012 in the form of forage fish eggs absence/presence and 
abundance, sediment size analysis, and photographs. Tim will receive help from MRC and SWM staff to 
look at this data for patterns, correlation, etc. 
 
The MRC will receive support, including meeting support, from SWM staff Bob Bernhard during 
Kathleen’s maternity leave. Bob is a Planner for Snohomish County Surface Water Management and will 
be able to dedicate approximately 5 hours per week to the MRC.  
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 
An Oil Spill Subcommittee conference call was held on June 1 to discuss Department of Ecology 
Stillaguamish Geographic Response Plan (GRP) update. Participants on the conference call were MRC 
staff Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson, and MRC members Franchesca Perez, Susan Tarpley, Mike 
Ehlebracht and Craig Wollam. The team discussed the open comment period for the update and 
whether to submit a comment or not. The team decided that they had comments they wanted to share 
and would ask SWM management if it would be appropriate for the MRC to comment. SWM gave 
support for the MRC to comment.  A letter from the MRC on the Stillaguamish GRP update was 
electronically submitted to Ecology on June 15. During the review of the Stillaguamish GRP document, 
the MRC discovered inconsistencies and short-comings with the existing adjacent GRP (the North 
Central Puget Sound GRP) and submitted recommend revisions for that GRP in their comment as well. 
 
Elisa Dawson, MRC staff, assisted with the Nearshore Restoration Estuary and Salmon Recovery Program 
(ESRP) Learning Grant “Railroad Grade Beach Nourishment Planning” monitoring with the University of 
Washington during the week of June 5-9. The ESRP project has 16 sites, 8 pairs of armored-unarmored. 
These includes the nearshore restoration sites, as well as Howarth Park, Shipwreck, Picnic Point, 
Meadowdale, and Deer Creek. All sites are located south of downtown Everett along the Snohomish 
County shoreline. SWM has agreed to fund match support for the ESRP, and Elisa provided a portion of 
this support through the week long monitoring. Data gathered included wrack line surveys, and forage 
fish, sediment size and macroinvertebrate samples.  
 
Sharon Swan, Principal Planner for Snohomish County Parks, set up a meeting with MRC representatives 
and SWM staff to discuss the Kayak Point Day Use area. The meeting was a follow up to Sharon’s 
presentation to the MRC on May 17, 2017. Sharon, her consultant for the project, Jim Brennan, MRC 
members Laura Gurley and Franchesca Perez, and SWM staff Elisa Dawson and Zach Brown met to 
discuss the project on June 13. Sharon and Jim shared information on the park design, including 
schematics for the proposed soft-shore berm.  The group discussed habitat features that could be added 
in the design. Sharon and Jim agreed that habitat features need to be considered and that they were 



interested in incorporating the ideas from the MRC in their next design step. Sharon will continue to 
keep the MRC updated as the process moves forward.  
 
On June 13 Elisa Dawson attended the meeting on habitat and bridge elements for the Meadowdale 
Beach and Estuary Restoration Project. SWM Supervisor Dave Lucas also attended the meeting. Logan 
Daniels, Snohomish County Parks Engineer, gave an update on the design status of the park. The goal for 
the project is to improve access to the shoreline through an opening (culvert) beneath the train tracks.  
Currently, due to the undersized culvert, emergency response is limited to crossing the railroad tracks in 
order to access the shoreline.    Additionally, the culvert size may limit fish passage, sediment delivery 
and drainage, as well as long term unsustainable maintenance issues. Snohomish County Parks will host 
an open house for the public on the project design on June 21, 2017.  
 
Lisa Kaufman hosted a conference call with Elisa Dawson and Debbie Hopkins to discuss next steps for 
the Nearshore Armoring project on June 16. The team discussed a plan for community outreach over the 
next several months to identify landowners who own a hard-armored shoreline which would be feasible 
for armoring removal. Lisa’s team recently received grant funding to assist landowners with designing 
and permitting the removal of hard armoring. The team agreed to continue to focus their efforts on 
properties with feasible removal of hard-armored structures in Port Susan. Thus far, Snohomish County 
has not identified any landowners in the Port Susan area. The team decided to do some outreach and 
host a workshop in October for residents. The team agreed to attend the Warm Beach Summerfest on 
August 12, 2017 for initial outreach. The team also decided to use the Storm Surge follow-up workshop, 
which has been scheduled for September 14, as another opportunity to reach out to landowners. Lisa is 
also working on sending a mailer to residents this summer.  
 
The Snohomish MRC had their monthly meeting on June 21. MRC members Sarah Brown, Paul Clampitt, 
Tom Doerge, Mike Ehlebracht, and Laura Gurley were in attendance. There were not enough MRC 
members present at this meeting to make a quorum. MRC staff Elisa Dawson and SWM Planner Bob 
Bernhard were also present.  Brett Shattuck, Tulalip Tribes Restoration Ecologist, presented on the 
restoration of Greenwood Creek which included: a culvert replacement, removal of invasive species 
(e.g., blackberry), channel excavation, riparian planting and placement of large woody debris.  The 
coastal section of the creek was selected for restoration due to its high use by non-natal Chinook and 
Coho salmon.  An increased presence of Chinook salmon has already been observed in March and April 
of 2017.  An unnamed creek, north of Greenwood Creek and south of the Stillaguamish River, has been 
identified for potential restoration work, although the adjacent properties are privately owned.  After 
the presentation, Brett answered questions.  The MRC discussed the potential site and challenges it may 
having including adjacent landowners concerns for erosion and flooding.  Next, Ryan Williams, a 
Program Integration Manager for the Snohomish Conservation District, presented a proposed fee 
increase for the district and requested a letter of support from the MRC.  The fee increase will be 
presented to the Snohomish County Council at a time which has not been scheduled yet, possibly in the 
late fall or early winter of 2017.  The Snohomish Conservation District is considering increasing future 
efforts in urban and marine areas, with a focus on stormwater management (e.g., residential 
raingardens) and native planting, respectively.  The MRC requested the Snohomish Conservation District 
elaborate more on future efforts at the next MRC meeting in July. The MRC will also brainstorm ways in 
which the district’s services could benefit shoreline landowners and the MRC. The MRC also discussed 
camera bracket placement at the various parks for the MyCoast app, coordination for the upcoming 
Recreational Fisheries Education outreach event at the 10th street boat launch (July 1 & 2?), kelp surveys 
in August, status of derelict vessel removal, and improved organization of volunteer time through 
predetermined task descriptions.                                        
 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
 



WDFW grant #17-08325 for $50,000 to fund a small portion of the “Cleaning up the Snohomish Estuary” 
project has been signed approved by all parties.   
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified):  
Nearshore Beach Restoration Project: No updates at this time.   
 
Nearshore Restoration Estuary and Salmon Recovery Program (ESRP) Learning Grant and Forage Fish 
Monitoring: SWM staff continue to work with a team of researchers from the University of Washington 
on the ESRP grant. Elisa Dawson and Craig Wollam collected forage fish samples at Howarth Park on 
June 5. Samples were delivered to Dan Penttila for analysis. No forage fish eggs were found. Dan said 
that June 5 may have been too early to take samples, and that results from last year’s summer sampling 
showed surf smelt eggs at Howarth Park in late June and early July. Dan suggested taking more samples 
during that time period to see if there are any forage fish eggs. Elisa confirmed that there was enough 
money in the MRC budget for a few additional samples. Elisa will take 4 additional samples on June 27 
and deliver the samples to Dan on June 28 to fill the data gap. The monthly sample at the index site will 
also be sampled on June 27. The next sample date will be August 17. From August 2017 – February 
2018, the MRC will take the full range of 18 samples monthly at the nearshore restoration sites.  
 
Storm Surge Monitoring Project: The MRC completed their MRC Grant Task 2.2—copy of data collected, 
summarized and delivered to Commission and other relevant parties. The data summary report was 
turned in on June 6, 2017. The report included data from the in-situ water level monitoring device at 
Kayak Point, and the citizen reports from MyCoast which were submitted during the 2016-2017 winter.  
The MRC has chosen September 14, 2017 as the date for the summer community update where 
information from the data summary report will be shared with participants and interested public.  
 
Oil Spill Prevention, Preparedness and Response:  Susan Tarpley continues to attend the Local 
Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) meetings. The Oil Spill Subcommittee met via conference call on 
June 1 to discuss the new oil spill response plans in Washington State called Geographic Response Plans 
(GRPs). Participants on the conference call were MRC staff Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson, and 
MRC members Franchesca Perez, Susan Tarpley, Mike Ehlebracht and Craig Wollam. The team discussed 
the open comment period for the GRP update, and whether to submit a comment or not. The team 
decided that they had comments they wanted to share and would ask SWM management if it would be 
appropriate for the MRC to comment. SWM gave support for the MRC to comment.  A letter from the 
MRC on the Stillaguamish GRP update was electronically submitted to Ecology on June 15, 2017. The Oil 
Spill Subcommittee has been solicited by Washington State University (WSU) Extension to help with a 
WSU Near Term Action to create a regional oil response program. The Oil Spill Subcommittee plans to 
meet soon to discuss this opportunity.  
 
Snohomish Estuary Project:  
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) has provided $50,000 in grant funds through the 
local integrating organization to SWM/MRC.  The Snohomish MRC will match the grant with $30,000 
from the 2017 MRC WO228 budget. Washington Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) is also going 
to match the grant with approximately $20,000-$30,000 or more after the new biennium begins on July 
1.  There’s a chance that the WDNR amount will be much larger but that will not be determined until 
July. The total working budget at this time is approximately $100,000.  The county and WDFW have 
drafted an Interagency Agreement (IAA) which SWM staff have routed to the public attorney’s office 
and risk management. The project team has completed a prioritized list of derelict vessel in the 
Snohomish Estuary and are working with WDNR to determine the costs of removing the vessels on the 
list. 
 



Port Susan: The Northwest Straits Foundation recently received grant funding to assist landowners with 
designing and permitting the removal of hard armoring. The team agreed to continue to focus their 
efforts on properties with feasible removal of hard armored structures in Port Susan. Thus far, 
Snohomish County has not identified any landowners for feasible removal in the Port Susan area. Lisa 
Kaufman, Elisa Dawson, and Debbie Hopkins met via conference call to discuss some outreach 
possibilities and schedule a workshop in October for residents of Port Susan who may be interested in 
armor removal. The team agreed to attend the Warm Beach Summerfest on August 12, 2017 for initial 
outreach. The team also decided to use the Storm Surge follow-up workshop, which has been scheduled 
for September 14, as another opportunity to reach out to landowners. Lisa is also working on sending a 
mailer to residents this summer. The group also discussed adding septic system GIS data to their 
shoreline armoring data in Port Susan. The additional GIS data may identify properties where septic 
systems are too close to the shoreline, making them potentially ineligible for hard-armoring removal.   
 
Kelp Project: Traci Sanderson alerted the MRC in late May that, due to a family emergency, she will not 
be able to serve as the kelp lead for the project this summer. Tom Doerge has agreed to help lead the 
MRC kelp surveys, supported by Elisa Dawson. The MRC will conduct 1 round of kelp monitoring at all 
known locations—Meadowdale, Mukilteo, and Edmonds Brackett’s landing. The MRC has scheduled 
August 7-9 for the three locations with September 13-15 as the backup date. The MRC will also conduct 
one day of reconnaissance at Hat Island, a location in Snohomish County which hasn’t previously been 
surveyed for kelp. The reconnaissance will use the Tulalip Tribe’s boat, and is scheduled for August 21, 
with August 22 and 23 as backup dates. The Snohomish MRC plans to gather data, including GPS data, of 
any kelp found around Hat Island during this reconnaissance. Tom Doerge will receive kayak safety 
training prior to the kayak kelp monitoring. Lincoln Loehr, previous MRC member who has led this 
project in the past, has agreed to help the Snohomish MRC during the kayak monitoring. Lincoln has 
attending kayak safety courses in the past and is well versed in the data collection methods.  
 



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Whatcom  
Month/Year: JUNE 2017 
Submitted by: Austin Rose 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 

• At the June MRC meeting, the MRC representatives from the Port of Bellingham will provide an 
update on the Bellingham Waterfront improvement projects. 

 
• The MRC Project Development meeting will occur on 05/23 to further discuss the draft proposal 

to the NWSC for the 2017/18 grant year.  The group will discuss ways in which crabber outreach 
could occur in Whatcom County. 
 

• The MRC will host their booth at Point Whitehorn Marine Park for the What’s the Point event 
on June 24, celebrating the Cherry Point Aquatic Reserve.  Doug Stark will be leading a beach 
walk. 
 

• Doug Stark led a total of about 80 people on two tide flat tours at Birch Bay Beach Fest.  Another 
30 visitors were spoken with at the MRC table.  The MRC table was next to Whatcom County 
Health – which featured information on the current beach closures.  Doug demonstrated clams 
clearing water in tanks, so we delivered a good water quality messages were delivered.   
 

• The MRC hosted a speaker series event at the Lummi Island Town Hall featuring local experts 
and purveyors sharing information about water on Lummi Island and the challenges associated 
with it.  80 people attended.   

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
 
n/a 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 

• Paul Dinnel and his green crab monitoring volunteers helped move the Whatcom MRC bags of 
baby Olympia Oysters to locations in Fidalgo Bay where they would be more inundated with 
water. (Pics below) 
 

• Doug Stark, Eleanor Hines, and MRC staff met to discuss the approach for a tidal survey in 
Chuckanut Bay that will be completed this summer, before placing the Olympia oyster seed.  As 
suggested by Brady Blake, the MRC will use the intertidal biota monitoring QAPP developed by 
the DNR for the Aquatic Reserve Citizen Stewardship Committees for the substrate and species 



characterization.   The MRC will simply establish tidal elevation for the test plot centers using 
survey sticks.  
 

• MRC Staff and Eleanor Hines met with NWSC staff and NWSF staff to discuss the future of the 
North Sound Citizen Stewardship Program – a partnership between RE Sources and the 
Whatcom MRC.  A pilot program has launched this year to determine the feasibility and funding 
needs to create a successful program.   
 

• Chris Brown is coordinating volunteers to monitor green crab in Chuckanut Bay.  June 
monitoring dates include: June 23-24. 
 

• The MRC/WWIN Speaker Series group is planning an Ecosystem Symposium to dovetail from the 
State of the Bay Symposium held in 2015.  This symposium will occur on September 20-21.  The 
overarching goal is to support and inform ecosystem recovery actions in WRIA 1 in a manner 
that combines and coordinates research and community interests and needs. 
 

• Bob Cecile, Eleanor Hines, MRC staff, and Zoe Zilz (NWSC, Kelp Coordinator) did a kelp recon 
mission out at Alden Bank on 6/23.  Small survey was completed. 

 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc): 
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info): 
 
(Photo credit: Paul Dinnel, Whatcom MRC baby olympia oysters in Fidalgo Bay) 
 

              
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



(Photo Credit left: Chris Brown, Eleanor Hines found giant oyster in N. Chuckanut Bay; photo credit right: 
Eleanor Hines, Chris Brown helping with green crab monitoring in N. Chuckanut Bay) 
 

                  



 
 

Commission staff highlights  
June 2017 

 
 
Northwest Straits Initiative – 2016 Annual Report 

Commission staff have prepared the 2016 Northwest Straits Initiative Annual Report. Click here to read the full report.  

 
NWSC One-Day Staff Retreat June 13 
Staff reserved a full day on their calendars to meet and provide input and feedback to the new director and discuss a 
variety of topics including: reviewing and if needed updating position descriptions to reflect current responsibilities, work 
schedules and communication protocols when teleworking, application and expansion of Sound IQ, and short and long 
term priorities for the team.  Position descriptions will be updated during the annual performance evaluation process in 
September.   
 

MRC Grants 

The 2016-17 grants are nearing the end of the third quarter, and with the end of the state fiscal year the billings are due 
soon after the start of the month. Any amendments needed must be in process as soon as possible. For the 2017-18 grants, 
review is underway and a list of projects sent to the Science Advisory Committee for review. A full list of projects will be 
sent to Commissioners in July in order to review and approve at the July meeting.  
 
Catch More Crab 
Commission staff is working in collaboration with Foundation staff (Jason Morgan) and MRC members/staff to promote 
recreational crabbing best practices through an outreach campaign, including distributing rack cards at retailers 
throughout the region, scheduled boat launch/dock events for direct contact, and on social media. MRC members and 
others are encouraged to participate by sending crabbing photos, encouraging friends and family to participate, and by 
sharing our posts on your social media.  
 
Olympia oysters 
Lucas and Rich have been communicating with Laura Blackmore, Deputy Director of the Puget Sound Partnership and 
Emily Sanford, Shellfish Strategic Initiative team lead, about elevating the importance Olympia oyster restoration within the 
Action Agenda. Strategic Initiative priorities will be released in July, which will provide an opportunity for public comment. 
Lucas and Rich plan to bring partners together to provide written comment.  
 
Kelp project update 
Lucas is working with Holly Garland, a volunteer from the University of Victoria, on a kelp condition index that can be used 
in the future to track the health of bull kelp. Helen Berry and Tom Mumford are serving as advisors on the project.   
 

http://nwstraits.org/media/2402/nwsi_2016-annual_report.pdf


 
 

Commission staff highlights  
June 2017 

 
 
Zoe Zilz was hired in June as the summer kelp coordinator. Some of her main tasks include working with MRC volunteers 
on the bull kelp monitoring project, assure efficient data transfer to Suzanne Shull and complete project story maps.  
 
Lucas is working with Jamey Selleck to propose a kelp session at the 2018 Salish Sea Conference. 
 
NOAA will likely be providing funding for the drafting of a kelp recovery plan. The Northwest Straits Initiative will be the 
project lead. Lucas has begun having conversations with partners and colleagues to assure an efficient process for plan 
development is in place.   
 
Ocean Acidification  
Lucas submitted a proposal for a special session on ocean acidification to the Pacific Northwest Climate conference being 
held in October. The objective of the session is to discuss the ecological, social and management challenges ocean 
acidification presents.  
 
2017 MRC Conference 
The annual MRC conference is scheduled to be held on November 3-4, 2017 at the Sheraton Four Points in Bellingham. A 
survey of potential session topics was sent to all MRC members and Northwest Straits Initiative staff. Results from the 
survey will be evaluated by the planning committee.  
 
Meeting attendance 
-Lucas attended the Island MRC meeting on June 6.  
-Lucas attended Jefferson MRC Raingarden maintenance event on June 6th.    
-Lucas and Rich attended the Olympia oyster restoration policy meeting in Padilla Bay on June 5th.  
-Rich attended Jefferson MRC meeting on June 6 and the Skagit MRCs meeting on June 8.  
-Rich and Caroline attended the Clallam MRC meeting on June 19 and presented an overview of the NWSI including 
funding structure and outlook  
-Rich attended the Ecosystem Coordination Board of the Puget Sound Partnership on June 15.  
- Rich, Sasha and Nicole attended the Leadership Council meeting of the Puget Sound Partnership on June 21.  
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	May Minutes
	UAttendees:
	Commission Members: Nan McKay (Chair), Jamey Selleck (Skagit, Vice Chair), Jerry Masters, Pete Granger (Whatcom-alternate), Ed Adams (Island), Paul Clampitt (Snohomish), Ron Thom, Tom Cowan, Dale Moses (Jefferson), Bob Campbell (Clallam-alternate), Ce...
	Commission Staff: Rich Childers, Nicole Jordan, Sasha Horst, Lucas Hart
	Others in Attendance: Laura Blackmore (Puget Sound Partnership), Austin Rose (Whatcom MRC staff)
	Absent: Sheida Sahandy, Terry Williams, Tom Temple (San Juan), Doug Stark (Whatcom), Alan Clark (Clallam)
	UWelcome and Introductions
	Nan McKay opened the meeting. The Commission approved by consensus Laura Blackmore, Deputy Director for the Puget Sound Partnership, as Commission alternate for Sheida Sahandy.
	The minutes from the April Northwest Straits Commission meeting were approved with one change.
	UNorthwest Straits Commission - committee reports
	UExecutive Committee
	Jamey said the committee discussed the recent trip to Washington DC for Puget Sound Day on the Hill, budget updates and the upcoming MRC grants. The committee also discussed potential presenters for upcoming Commission meetings, including topics for t...
	UScience Advisory Committee
	Ron said the committee welcomed a new member, Hugh Shipman, a Coastal Geologist with the Washington Department of Ecology. Ron Thom and Tom Mumford are developing a two-page document on ecosystem health/condition which will include a conceptual model ...
	UExternal Relations Committee
	Tom Cowan updated on the work of the committee on securing biennial funding for MRCs in the amount of $450,000 from the state legislature.
	 Action: Tom Cowan will update the Commission as information comes available.
	UPuget Sound Day on the Hill
	Rich updated on the recent trip to Washington DC for the Puget Sound Day on the Hill event. He said around 60 people representing the Puget Sound region attended including Rich, Nan, Jerry, Caroline and Ginny. The group met with Senator Patty Murray w...
	MRC reports
	Monthly reports for each MRC are available by visiting this link: 32Thttp://bit.ly/2rIgpiq32T
	Clallam
	Bob Campbell updated on the work of Clallam MRC. Jeff Ward is the new Chair, Brad Collins is the new Vice-Chair, and Peggy McClure is the new alternate MRC member for the City of Sequim. Bob said the MRC is pursuing educational and outreach efforts th...
	Island
	Ed Adams said William Bell joined the MRC in the Port of Coupeville seat and Anna Toledo will be returning from maternity leave in June. The MRC is working on forage fish surveys and have found eggs at Maple Grove. On May 24, the Pigeon Guillemot team...
	Jefferson
	Dales Moses said the MRC has a new seasonal program assistant, Tim Weissman. The MRC is installing their 7PthP rain garden on June 6-7. He said forage fish monitoring is continuing at the Fort Townsend site with a new index site at Adelma Beach. The M...
	San Juan
	San Juan provided a written report. Kendra Smith, the new Environmental Resources Director for San Juan County Public Works, was appointed by San Juan County Council to serve on the Marine Resources Committee. The MRC currently has two vacancies. Mari...
	Skagit
	Jamey Selleck said Dr. Jude Apple, Research Coordinator for Padilla Bay Reserve, is the newest member to the MRC. He said 34 volunteers graduating the Salish Sea Stewards program. Skagit MRC partnered with the Washington Sea Grant to expand European g...
	Snohomish
	Paul Clampitt said Elisa Dawson will be covering for Kathleen while she is out on maternity leave. Washington Dept. of Fish and Wildlife has provided $50,000 in grant funds through the Local Integrating Organizations (LIO) to the MRC to remove derelic...
	Whatcom
	Pete Granger said a speaker from Washington Sea Grant on European green crab presented at their last MRC meeting. Glen Alexander (Alex), former Education Coordinator at Padilla Bay Reserve, was appointed to the MRC to fill a Citizen-at-Large interest ...
	Business items
	Northwest Straits Initiative – 2016 Annual Report
	Sasha reminded everyone that the 32TNorthwest Straits Initiative 2016 Annual Report32T is available.  This year the format is slightly different and includes project tables for each MRC.
	 Action: Commission staff will follow up with MRC staff to identify the number of copies needed for each MRC.
	Ocean acidification symposium report
	Rich and Lucas attended the ocean acidification symposium hosted by the University of Washington on May 22. Lucas is exploring options for the Northwest Straits Initiative to research the impacts of ocean acidification in the Puget Sound area.
	Olympia oyster and Puget Sound Partnership (PSP) Habitat Strategic Initiative
	Lisa Kaufman, Northwest Straits Foundation, is working on creating a protocol specific for MRC oyster restoration projects. Lucas and Rich attended the Strait Ecosystem Recovery Network (ERN) meeting on May 12P Pand advocated for Olympia oyster restor...
	Kelp project update
	Holly Garland, Northwest Straits Foundation intern, is developing a condition index for kelp bed health. She will meet with Tom Mumford and Phil Green to discuss the project and will test a protocol. Gregg Ridder volunteered to take aerial photos for ...
	 Action: Those interested in aerial photos from Gregg should contact Lucas at 32Thart@nwstraits.org32T.
	2017 MRC Conference
	The annual MRC conference is scheduled for November 3-4, 2017 at the Sheraton Four Points in Bellingham. The planning committee includes Rich Childers, Caroline Gibson, Lucas Hart, Nan McKay, Ed Bowlby and Pete Granger.
	Catch More Crab
	Sasha, Nicole, and Jason at the Northwest Straits Foundation are working on the Catch More Crab campaign. Jason has contacted MRCs to determine interest in joining the campaign
	 Action: MRCs interested in joining the campaign should contact Jason at 32Tmorgan@nwstraitsfoundation.org32T.
	Puget Sound Partnership (PSP)
	Laura Blackmore provided an update. The Partnership published 32Ta blog 32Tand hard copy book which includes success stories on restoration throughout Puget Sound. She said 32THouse Bill 112132T was signed into law, which changes the Partnership’s Act...
	 Action: Those with questions on the Puget Sound Action Agenda and/or general PSP questions can contact Laura at 32Tlaura.blackmore@psp.wa.gov32T.
	Round table
	There was no round table discussion.
	Public comment
	There was no public comment
	*The next Commission meeting will be from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM on June 30 at the Snohomish County Campus Building.
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