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Meeting:  Northwest Straits Commission 
Location:  WebEx Conference Call 
Date:  July 28, 2017 
Time:  10:00 am to 12:00 pm 
 
To join the WebEx meeting, click here. Enter your name and email address and click “Join.” 
For audio conference only, dial: 1-877-668-4493, access code: 921 780 415  

 
10:00 - 10:10   Welcome and opening remarks 

 

Open the meeting with introductions 
Approval of May and June meeting minutes  

Jamey Selleck, 
Vice-Chair 

10:10 - 10:25 NWSC committee reports 
Executive Committee  
Science Advisory Committee 
External Relations Committee  

 
Jamey Selleck 
Ron Thom 
Tom Cowan  

10:25 - 10:40 Review and approval of 2017-18 NWSC budget  Rich and Sasha 

10:40 - 11:00 2017-18 MRC grant proposals–review and approval  Jamey Selleck 

11:00 - 11:05  Puget Sound Partnership (PSP) update Laura Blackmore, 
PSP 

11:05 - 11:25 Business items  
MRC Conference (Rich)  
Kelp survey season underway/kelp condition index 
update (Lucas) 
WA shellfish initiative meeting (Rich) 
Puget Sound Partnership regional priorities comment 
letter (Lucas) 
Multi-county eelgrass survey (Lucas) 
Ocean Acidification Project Summary/ Wrap-up (Lucas) 

Staff 

11:25 - 11:40 MRC reports MRC Representatives 

11:40 - 11:45  Northwest Straits Foundation update Jerry Masters 

https://wadismeetings.webex.com/wadismeetings/j.php?MTID=mdf9432bc9bf4bb76aede83cd560d8ca3
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11:45 - 11:55 Round table All 

11:55 - 12:00 Public comment All 

12:00 Adjourn  
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May 26, 2017 • 10:00am-12:00pm  
WebEx Conference Call—WebEx 

Attendees: 
 
Commission Members: Nan McKay (Chair), Jamey Selleck (Skagit, Vice Chair), Jerry Masters, Pete 
Granger (Whatcom-alternate), Ed Adams (Island), Paul Clampitt (Snohomish), Ron Thom, Tom Cowan, 
Dale Moses (Jefferson), Bob Campbell (Clallam-alternate), Cecilia Gobin (Tribal-alternate) 
 
Commission Staff: Rich Childers, Nicole Jordan, Sasha Horst, Lucas Hart 
 
Others in Attendance: Laura Blackmore (Puget Sound Partnership), Austin Rose (Whatcom MRC staff) 
 
Absent: Sheida Sahandy, Terry Williams, Tom Temple (San Juan), Doug Stark (Whatcom), Alan Clark 
(Clallam) 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
Nan McKay opened the meeting. The Commission approved by consensus Laura Blackmore, Deputy 
Director for the Puget Sound Partnership, as Commission alternate for Sheida Sahandy.   
 
The minutes from the April Northwest Straits Commission meeting were approved with one change.  
 
Northwest Straits Commission - committee reports 
 
Executive Committee  
Jamey said the committee discussed the recent trip to Washington DC for Puget Sound Day on the Hill, 
budget updates and the upcoming MRC grants. The committee also discussed potential presenters for 
upcoming Commission meetings, including topics for the June in-person meeting.  
 
Science Advisory Committee 
Ron said the committee welcomed a new member, Hugh Shipman, a Coastal Geologist with the 
Washington Department of Ecology. Ron Thom and Tom Mumford are developing a two-page document 
on ecosystem health/condition which will include a conceptual model to quantify actual progress of 
example Northwest Straits Initiative projects and the suggested next steps. The document will be 
presented at the June Commission meeting.  
 
External Relations Committee 
Tom Cowan updated on the work of the committee on securing biennial funding for MRCs in the amount 
of $450,000 from the state legislature.  
 Action: Tom Cowan will update the Commission as information comes available. 
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Puget Sound Day on the Hill  
Rich updated on the recent trip to Washington DC for the Puget Sound Day on the Hill event. He said 
around 60 people representing the Puget Sound region attended including Rich, Nan, Jerry, Caroline and 
Ginny. The group met with Senator Patty Murray who reaffirmed her support of the Northwest Straits 
Initiative. The Puget Sound Partnership posted highlights from the event, which can be found 
here: http://bit.ly/2qKUjHz  
 
MRC reports  
Monthly reports for each MRC are available by visiting this link: http://bit.ly/2rIgpiq  
 
Clallam  
Bob Campbell updated on the work of Clallam MRC. Jeff Ward is the new Chair, Brad Collins is the new 
Vice-Chair, and Peggy McClure is the new alternate MRC member for the City of Sequim. Bob said the 
MRC is pursuing educational and outreach efforts this summer and has many projects underway including 
crabber outreach, forage fish surveys and Olympia oyster restoration.  
 
Island 
Ed Adams said William Bell joined the MRC in the Port of Coupeville seat and Anna Toledo will be 
returning from maternity leave in June. The MRC is working on forage fish surveys and have found eggs at 
Maple Grove. On May 24, the Pigeon Guillemot team held a training on the Pigeon Guillemot survey 
protocols. 
 
Jefferson 
Dales Moses said the MRC has a new seasonal program assistant, Tim Weissman. The MRC is installing 
their 7th rain garden on June 6-7. He said forage fish monitoring is continuing at the Fort Townsend site 
with a new index site at Adelma Beach. The MRC lost 8 of the 21 winter marker buoys and are working on 
finding divers to reinstall the recovered buoys.   
 
San Juan  
San Juan provided a written report. Kendra Smith, the new Environmental Resources Director for San Juan 
County Public Works, was appointed by San Juan County Council to serve on the Marine Resources 
Committee. The MRC currently has two vacancies. Marine Managers’ Workshop results and 
recommended actions are being compiled into a final report and will be available on the MRC website. 
 
Skagit  
Jamey Selleck said Dr. Jude Apple, Research Coordinator for Padilla Bay Reserve, is the newest member to 
the MRC. He said 34 volunteers graduating the Salish Sea Stewards program. Skagit MRC partnered with 
the Washington Sea Grant to expand European green crab monitoring throughout Skagit County.  The 
MRC is providing a letter of support for eDNA to University of Washington.  
 
Snohomish 

http://bit.ly/2qKUjHz
http://bit.ly/2rIgpiq
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Paul Clampitt said Elisa Dawson will be covering for Kathleen while she is out on maternity leave. 
Washington Dept. of Fish and Wildlife has provided $50,000 in grant funds through the Local Integrating 
Organizations (LIO) to the MRC to remove derelict boats. The MRC and Washington Dept. of Natural 
Resources will provide matching funds contributing to a total working budget of approximately $100,000.  
 
Whatcom  
Pete Granger said a speaker from Washington Sea Grant on European green crab presented at their last 
MRC meeting. Glen Alexander (Alex), former Education Coordinator at Padilla Bay Reserve, was appointed 
to the MRC to fill a Citizen-at-Large interest position. Austin said Lisa Kaufman, Northwest Straits 
Foundation, is organizing an Olympia oyster workshop focused on MRC permitting questions at Padilla Bay 
Reserve on June 5–all are welcome to attend.  
 
Business items 

 
Northwest Straits Initiative – 2016 Annual Report 
Sasha reminded everyone that the Northwest Straits Initiative 2016 Annual Report is available.  This year 
the format is slightly different and includes project tables for each MRC.  
 Action: Commission staff will follow up with MRC staff to identify the number of copies needed for 

each MRC.   
 
Ocean acidification symposium report   
Rich and Lucas attended the ocean acidification symposium hosted by the University of Washington on 
May 22. Lucas is exploring options for the Northwest Straits Initiative to research the impacts of ocean 
acidification in the Puget Sound area.  
 
Olympia oyster and Puget Sound Partnership (PSP) Habitat Strategic Initiative  
Lisa Kaufman, Northwest Straits Foundation, is working on creating a protocol specific for MRC oyster 
restoration projects. Lucas and Rich attended the Strait Ecosystem Recovery Network (ERN) meeting on 
May 12 and advocated for Olympia oyster restoration as a focus area in the Habitat Strategic Initiative of 
the Puget Sound Action Agenda. 
 
Kelp project update 
Holly Garland, Northwest Straits Foundation intern, is developing a condition index for kelp bed health. 
She will meet with Tom Mumford and Phil Green to discuss the project and will test a protocol. Gregg 
Ridder volunteered to take aerial photos for all MRCs.  
 Action: Those interested in aerial photos from Gregg should contact Lucas at hart@nwstraits.org.    
 

 
2017 MRC Conference 

http://nwstraits.org/media/2402/nwsi_2016-annual_report.pdf
mailto:hart@nwstraits.org


 
minutes 

 
 

The annual MRC conference is scheduled for November 3-4, 2017 at the Sheraton Four Points in 
Bellingham. The planning committee includes Rich Childers, Caroline Gibson, Lucas Hart, Nan McKay, Ed 
Bowlby and Pete Granger. 
 
Catch More Crab 
Sasha, Nicole, and Jason at the Northwest Straits Foundation are working on the Catch More Crab 
campaign. Jason has contacted MRCs to determine interest in joining the campaign  
 Action: MRCs interested in joining the campaign should contact Jason 

at morgan@nwstraitsfoundation.org.  
 

Puget Sound Partnership (PSP) 
Laura Blackmore provided an update. The Partnership published a blog and hard copy book which includes 
success stories on restoration throughout Puget Sound. She said House Bill 1121 was signed into law, 
which changes the Partnership’s Action Agenda reporting requirements from every two years to every 
four years.    
 Action: Those with questions on the Puget Sound Action Agenda and/or general PSP questions can 

contact Laura at laura.blackmore@psp.wa.gov.    
 

Round table 
There was no round table discussion.  
 
Public comment  
There was no public comment  
 
*The next Commission meeting will be from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM on June 30 at the Snohomish County 

Campus Building. 
  

mailto:morgan@nwstraitsfoundation.org
https://pugetsoundinnovationstories.blog/2017/
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1121&Year=2017
mailto:laura.blackmore@psp.wa.gov
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June 30, 2017–10:00 AM-3:00 PM 
Skykomish Conference Room, Snohomish County Campus, Everett, WA 

Northwest Straits Commission meeting  
 
Attendees: 
Commission Members: Nan McKay (Chair), Jerry Masters, Paul Clampitt (Snohomish), Tom Cowan, Dale 
Moses (Jefferson), Doug Stark (Whatcom) 
 
Commission Staff: Rich Childers, Nicole Jordan, Sasha Horst, Lucas Hart 

Others in Attendance: Dave Somers (Snohomish County Executive), Caroline Gibson (Northwest Straits 
Foundation), Jeff Ward, Erin Ryan-Peñuela (Puget Sound Partnership), Sarah Brown, Debbie Watkins, 
Tom Doerge, Elisa Dawson, Mel Malkoff, Laura Gurley, Jay Lind, Elsa Schwartz, Jeff Taylor (Jefferson-
alternate) 
 
Absent: Jamey Selleck (Skagit, Vice Chair), Sheida Sahandy, Terry Williams, Tom Temple (San Juan), Alan 
Clark (Clallam), Ed Adams (Island), Ron Thom 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
Nan McKay opened the meeting and introduced Dave Somers, Snohomish County Executive, including 
his long background of public service to support Puget Sound recovery. Executive Somers thanked all 
those involved in the Northwest Straits Initiative for their work in restoring our mutual home, Puget 
Sound.  
 
MyCoast Mobile App 
Paul Clampitt and Elisa Dawson presented on the MyCoast app, a system for submitting citizen science 
data to state and environmental agencies. The app captures reports for king tides, abandoned boats, 
storm surge, creosote logs and beach change for Snohomish County. The Commission discussed the 
interest of the app throughout other MRCs and the logistics of analyzing and processing the collected 
data on an ongoing basis.  
 
Northwest Straits Commission - committee reports 
 
Executive Committee  
Nan said the committee discussed topics for the June Commission meeting and MRC Conference planning 
committee priorities. Commission staff completed a first round of review on MRC grant proposals and will 
take the full list to Executive Committee and the Science Advisory Committee before seeking final 
approval from the Commission at the July meeting.  
 
 
 

https://mycoast.org/
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External Relations Committee 
Tom reported for the External Relations Committee that $450,000 in state funding for MRCs was approved 
by the state legislature for the 2017-19 biennium. 
  
Science Advisory Committee 
Lucas said the committee continued the discussion on ecosystem health/condition from the 2016 retreat. 
The committee defines “ecosystem health” as the actions that result in measurable improvement of the 
ecosystem. Ron Thom and Tom Mumford will present on the topic at the August Commission meeting. 
 
MRC reports  
Monthly reports for each MRC are available by visiting this link: http://bit.ly/2uKKpc7  
 
Clallam  
Jeff said nearly 100 European Green Crab were found at Dungeness Spit. After two site visits to Dawley 
Road and Dungeness Farms in May, the MRC compiled the information into a presentation shown to the 
members at the June MRC meeting. MRC members determined that the Dungeness Farms site is too 
exposed for Olympia oysters and will not pursue restoration at that site.  
 
Island 
Elsa said MRC staff member Anna Toledo returned from maternity leave. The seasonal pigeon guillemot 
surveys began and will continue for 10 to 12 weeks or until the birds depart their breeding colonies. 
Island, Clallam and Jefferson MRCs plan to host a joint meeting in July. Jefferson MRC is hosting, with 
discussion topics selected by all three MRCs.  
 
Jefferson 
Dale said the MRC hosted their second Digging for Dinner event and was featured in the Port Townsend 
Leader. The MRC plans to join the Catch More Crab campaign with MRC volunteers stationed at a few 
local boat launches for the first two weekends of July, and providing materials to local licensing/crabber 
supply places. 
 
San Juan  
San Juan provided a written report. Site preparation for the Orcas Landing Experience began the last week 
of June with removal of invasive species by partner organizations. Marine Managers’ Workshop results are 
being compiled into a final report that will go out to attendees and will be available on the MRC website. 
 
Skagit  
Jay said Hannah Moon, Anacortes Ace Hardware, presented at the recent MRC meeting on their “Orca 
Friendly” product label campaign to help build awareness about “greener” alternative products–the 
Commission discussed lack of science behind the labeling. The MRC is getting ready for crabbing season 
and plans to be involved in the Catch More Crab campaign. The MRC is also involved in monitoring for 
invasive European Green Crab.  

http://bit.ly/2uKKpc7
http://www.ptleader.com/news/digging-for-dinner-an-annual-success/article_0082b404-5b8f-11e7-9622-9bd5db1bc170.html
http://www.ptleader.com/news/digging-for-dinner-an-annual-success/article_0082b404-5b8f-11e7-9622-9bd5db1bc170.html
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Snohomish 
Paul said the MRCs new intern, Tim Keal, will be working on the MRC’s Forage Fish Ecosystem Analysis by 
compiling the data taken since 2012. The MRC is working on crabber outreach in partnership with Beach 
Watchers. A letter from the MRC on the Stillaguamish Geographic Response Plan update was electronically 
submitted to Ecology on June 15, 2017. 
 
Whatcom  
Doug said the MRC hosted a speaker series event at the Lummi Island Town Hall featuring local experts. At 
the June MRC meeting, Port of Bellingham staff provided an update on the Bellingham Waterfront 
improvement projects. MRC member, Chris Brown, is coordinating volunteers to monitor green crab in 
Chuckanut Bay. 
 
Public comment  
There was no public comment  
 
Northwest Straits Foundation (NWSF) update 
Caroline said the NWSF approved their 2017-2018 budget at their June meeting. Heidi Lehman, 
Administrative Coordinator, left the NWSF mid-June for a new position and Nicole Jordan is now working 
with the NWSF one day a week as communications coordinator. Caroline shared an educational short 
film created by Andrea Love about the Northwest Straits Initiative.  
 Action: Please send ideas on venues to roll-out the new film to Caroline 

at gibson@nwstraitsfoundation.org.  
 
Near-Term Action (NTA) solicitation process for the 2018 Action Agenda 
Erin Ryan-Peñuela, Ecosystem Recovery Coordinator and Local Integrating Organizations Coordinator at 
the Partnership, presented on the Near Term Action (NTA) solicitation process for the 2018 Action 
Agenda. This year there is a single solicitation period and technical review for the NTAs. The official 
request for proposals will be issued September 28.  

 
Puget Sound Partnership (PSP) update 
Erin said following the passage of HB 1121 in the State legislature this year, the Action Agenda will be 
now be updated every four years instead of every two years. The Partnership’s State of the Sound report 
will be out in September. She also said in Partnership’s 2018 operating budget, the National Estuary 
Program is not funded.  
 
 
 
Western Washington University Salish Sea Studies Institute 
Ginny presented on her new position as Director of the Salish Sea Studies Institute. The Institute is 
housed on Western Washington University’s campus and is brand new as of June 2017. Ginny’s currently 

mailto:gibson@nwstraitsfoundation.org
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working on building bridges to local partners and resources and works with a diverse group of 
community and regional partners including over 60 nations. After the Institute is fully functional, 
students should be able to register for a Salish Sea Studies degree by 2019.  
 
Business items 
 
MRC grants 
The Science Advisory Committee is reviewing the list of projects submitted for the 2017-18 MRC grants. 
A full list of projects will be sent to Commissioners in July to review and approve at the July meeting. 
 
#CatchMoreCrab 
Sasha, Nicole, and Jason Morgan at the Northwest Straits Foundation are working on the Catch More 
Crab campaign to reduce the number of lost recreational crab pots. MRCs are encouraged to contact any 
of them with questions as crabbing season begins. 
 
Olympia oysters in the Action Agenda 
Lucas and Rich are in communication with Laura Blackmore of the Puget Sound Partnership and Emily 
Sanford from the Department of Health and lead for the Action Agenda’s Shellfish Strategic Initiative, 
about elevating the importance Olympia oyster restoration within the Action Agenda. Lucas and Rich 
plan to bring partners together to provide written comment 
 
Kelp project update 
Zoe Zilz was hired by the Northwest Straits Foundation in June as the summer kelp coordinator. Lucas is 
working with Holly Garland, a volunteer from the University of Victoria, on a kelp condition index that 
can be used in the future to track the health of bull kelp. Helen Berry and Tom Mumford are serving as 
advisors on the project. 
 
Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference sessions 
Lucas submitted a session proposal to the Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference that aims to highlight citizen 
science projects, focusing in particular on data management and effectiveness monitoring 
methodologies. Jamey and Lucas also submitted a session proposal on kelp.  
 
Roundtable 
There was no round table discussion.  

 
 

*The next Commission meeting will be from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM on July 28 over WebEx. 



 
 

Executive Committee Meeting 
July 10, 2017 • 11:00am-12:00pm 

Conference call  
 
Committee Members: Jamey Selleck, Tom Cowan, Paul Clampitt, Nan McKay, Terry Stevens 
Commission Staff/Support: Sasha Horst, Rich Childers, Nicole Jordan  
Not in attendance: Ron Thom 
 
MRC grants update 
Sasha said Commission staff are reviewing MRC grant proposals and working with MRCs on revisions. The 
summary of projects will be sent to the Science Advisory Committee for additional feedback and input as needed. 
The committee will review the list before the July Commission meeting in order to prepare for a recommendation 
to approve.  
 Action: Sasha will send out a revised project list for the Executive Committee to review before the next 

Commission meeting.  
 Action: The Committee will review the project list and request any changes needed in order to be able to 

make a recommendation for approval at the next Commission meeting.  
 
Federal/state budget update 
Rich said the state budget was passed at $450,000 for the 2017-19 biennium. The committee discussed options in 
spending out the federal and state funding.  
 Action: Terry will work with Rich and Sasha to put together draft budget tables for discussion with several 

options on how to spend out the state and federal funding during the award period. 
 Action: Rich will work with Tom to draft a letter of thanks to all those legislators the committee members 

made contact with.  
 

MRC Conference planning update 
Rich said he sent out a document with session topics and speakers to the conference planning committee.  
 Action: Rich will update the Executive Committee after the planning committee meets on July 11.   

 
Future Executive Committee meetings 
Commission staff will work on scheduling an in-person meeting at Padilla Bay while allocating at least one hour for 
check in with Commission staff and setting priorities for the next six months.    
 Action: Nicole will send a doodle poll to schedule another 30 minutes phone call before the end of the 

July so the committee can review/discuss several budget options that will be developed after some 
information is gathered from Ecology headquarters. 

 
 

***The next Executive Committee Meeting will be in person at Padilla Bay Reserve from 10:00 AM-1:30 PM 
Monday, August 14, 2017*** 



 
 

Executive Committee Meeting 
July 20, 2017 • 2:00pm-2:30pm 

Conference call  
 
Committee Members: Jamey Selleck, Tom Cowan, Ron Thom 
Commission Staff/Support: Sasha Horst, Rich Childers 
Not in attendance: Paul Clampitt, Nan McKay, Terry Stevens 
 
2017-18 NWSC budget 
The committee reviewed two proposed options for 2017-18 budget. The key difference between the options is 
providing $24,000 for a Commission support role for initiative wide projects  i.e. kelp monitoring, forage fish 
sampling, etc. This ecosystem support would likely be in the form of temporary internships or project specific 
appointments.  Ron Thom speaking from the Science Advisory Committee perspective noted that they see a need 
for the type of support that an ecosystem budget could provide. Lucas said that this could include additional 
support for Suzanne with GIS, developing infographics to communicate MRC results, or other options to be 
determined. Tom agrees and noted that we should seek input from MRCs and would like to see agreement from 
MRCs to support it. 
 Action: Commission staff will draft and send a memo to MRC Commission representatives prior to the 

meeting next week and approval for the ecosystem support approach will be requested at the July 28 
Commission meeting .  

 
2017-18 MRC grants 
Commission staff shared an updated project list, and gave an overview of revisions, which were mainly in the San 
Juan proposal. Tom noted that the San Juan proposal is still quite weak in comparison to others, recognizing that 
there were improvements from the previous version. The committee is willing to recommend the current project 
list for approval at the July 28 Commission meeting.  
 
 
August Executive Committee meeting 
The currently scheduled meeting (Aug 14) will not work for either Jamey or Ron.  
 Action: Nicole will send out another doodle poll to see if the group can convene on an alternate date still 

in August. Suggestions were to include August 18, 22, 23 in the poll. 



2016-17 MRC Grant Proposals

Task Project Description Budget
Clallam
Operations and Administration 45,000$                        
Kelp Monitoring TBA 1,000$                          

Forage Fish monitoring

Working in collaboration with NWSC and WDFW, Clallam MRC will continue to monitor forage fish spawning on a monthly basis at 
the two index sites at Pitship Point near John Wayne Marina and Old Town in Dungeness Bay and at the two non-index locations 
on Ediz Hook at the Lower Elwha restoration site. Clallam MRC’s may be expanded to  include biannual sampling events on 
beaches west of Port Angeles and performing the laboratory analysis of the samples.

1,000$                          

Pigeon guillemot

In 2016, Clallam County MRC initiated a partnership with Olympic Peninsula Audubon Society (OPAS) to monitor 
pigeon guillemots nesting success and foraging behavior in Clallam County. The monitoring effort was  continued in 
2017 and will be continued in 2018. The collected data served as baseline information regarding this indicator species 
and the health of the nearshore environment.

1,000$                          

Oil spill preparedness
Clallam MRC will continue to raise awareness about oil spill risks and the need to be prepared to respond to a spill. The MRC will 
host one Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response (HAZWOPER) training and one oiled wildlife training consisting of 
two session: 1) oiled wildlife intake and rehabilitation and 2) oiled wildlife search and capture.

11,900$                        

Expanding Strait Baseline Information

This project will identify and incorporate georeferenced marine resources information from the Strait of Juan de Fuca 
into SoundIQ, a web-based GIS database sponsored by the Northwest Straits Commission. The project will focus on 
data sources that are considered ecologically, commercially, or recreationally important by partner
and stakeholder groups.

1,000$                          

Raising public awareness

To build awareness and increase public support for addressing marine resource issues, the Clallam MRC
will participate in a local festival, Dungeness River Festival, sponsor a student intern program, co-teach the
Ocean Science Program in Clallam Bay, and hold public forums and training sessions to address local
marine-related issues. We will reach out to partners such as the tribes, agencies and non-governmental
organizations to expand our reach to the general public.

6,200$                          

Reduction in crab pots

The project supports a larger NWSC-sponsored education and outreach program to recreational crab fishers. The outreach effort 
will be similar to the 2015 #CatchMoreCrab effort led by Snohomish MRC which providing the fishers with useful tips on how to 
reduce the likelihood of losing a crab pot. The effort will also include handing out a minimum of 200 crab kits which will include 
biodegradable escape cords.

1,000$                          
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Marine debris removal

The MRC will work in partnership with Surfrider, CoastSavers, civic groups, and community volunteers to host at least one removal 
event to clear marine debris from beaches along the Strait of Juan de Fuca. The MRC is the lead coordinator for the Strait of Juan 
de Fuca ensuring that the five coordination sites (Dungeness Spit, Ediz Hook, Peabody Creek, Joyce Depot, and Clallam Bay Visitor 
Center) are staffed and have adequate supplies including signage, bags, gloves, waivers and safety plan, debris datasheets, and 
handheld scales to weigh the marine debris. Part of the cleanup event typically focuses on remote Western Straits beaches located 
near the communities of
Clallam Bay-Sekiu, where other organizations' logistical support is not available.

2,000$                          

Olympia Oyster Restoration

This study continues investigating the feasibility of expanding the Olympia oyster population in Sequim Bay. Olympia oysters will 
be introduced into suitable areas identified in summer of 2017 and subsequently monitored during the 2017-18 fiscal year. The 
study will also continue the restoration effort at the Blyn site by conducting an annual population survey and if needed and 
funding is available distribute more shells and/or seed.

2,900$                          

Island
Operations and Administration 40,308$                        

Forage fish 
Monitor forage fish spawning at selected sites in conjunction with completed, planned, and
proposed shoreline restoration work. Assist WDFW in gathering data from Index sites.

Kelp Monitoring
Determine nearshore locations in Island County where bull kelp beds are present. Seasonal monitoring of bed areas for at least 
two beds assessed in previous years.

Eelgrass Monitoring

The MRC will conduct underwater videography and aerial photography to monitor eelgrass for size and condition of eelgrass beds. 
The MRC will use sonar data analyzed with BioBase software, in accordance with the agreement with Albert Foster, to assess 
correlations between the aerial photography and videography. The MRC will coordinate with Washington Department of Natural 
Resources to share data and select beds for monitoring.

Pigeon guillemot
The MRC will work with a summer research intern to conduct in-depth monitoring of selected pigeon guillemot colonies to track 
breeding habits and prey selection. Data will be collected, analyzed, and presented to the MRC after the summer breeding season.

MRC Monitoring Inventory and Plan
Identify existing and needed monitoring in Island County to support County goals and anticipated funding opportunities. Develop a 
monitoring plan that can be utilized by several County ecosystem recovery and protection programs.

Seining
The MRC will sample the nearshore to assess presence/absence and abundance of littoral fish species, including salmonids, to 
continue status and trends monitoring begun in 2009, in order to identify shifts in migratory patterns  and timing.

Education and Outreach
Update and expand on educational materials developed in 2017 to explain monitoring and restoration projects. Coordinate with 
WA DNR to promote tools that track and report creosote and marine debris.

12,051$                        

20,641$                        
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Jefferson
Operations and Administration 37,000$                        

Citizen Science Monitoring
Jefferson MRC will support 3 small volunteer monitoring projects: (1) Second year of post-restoration monitoring at Fort 
Townsend State Park; (2) monitoring forage fish spawning in one stretch of Discovery Bay; (3) bull kelp monitoring as part of NWSC 
regional effort. 

2,000$                          

Rain gardens and Stormwater
We will work with community partners to install 2 more high-priority rain gardens from the MRC priority site list (sites where bio-
remediation would be an appropriate and effective strategy for treating stormwater). This brings the total to 8 rain gardens (NTA 
2016-0109).

20,000$                        

Eelgrass and shellfish no anchor zones
The MRC will protect local eelgrass and shellfish beds by maintaining voluntary no-anchor zones in Port Hadlock, Mystery Bay and 
Port Townsend. Maintenance includes checking lines, removing tangled debris, replacing buoys and worn hardware.

4,000$                          

Education and Outreach
Develop and implement a 2018 Outreach Plan that identifies target messages, audiences and strategies (events, actions and 
programs). The overall goal is to increase awareness of MRC projects and encourage individual actions that improve water quality 
and nearshore/marine resources.

5,000$                          

Olympia Oyster Restoration and monitoring
JCMRC has two Olympia oyster project sites (Quilcene Bay and Discovery Bay). We plan to add more seeded cultch to the Quilcene 
Bay site as part of our 2017-18 activities. JCMRC will monitor their two Olympia oyster project sites in Quilcene Bay and Discovery 
Bay.

5,000$                          

San Juan as well as the extant Discovery Bay population.
Operations and Administration 28,280.00$                  

Orcas Landing Experience Survey

The role of the MRC is to inform and activate visitors and residents on the importance of protecting marine resources. Being able 
to convey important messages about the marine environment is a primary part of that mission. The MRC is developing the 
interpretive experience at Orcas Landing with a variety of display elements overlooking Harney Channel. In 2017 the MRC will have 
completed an Interpretive Plan for the site. This project is to develop a survey to understand common initial comprehension of the 
marine environment in the area and the region, then to explore what relevant information can be conveyed.

22,180.00$                  
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Facilitate dialog and action to protect the 
marine environment and the Southern 
Resident Killer Whale (SRKW)

The County Council has asked its new Environmental Resources (ER) division in collaboration with the MRC to develop a 
Community Based Plan to Preserve the SRKW, our Economy, Island Culture, and Environment. The Plan is based on discussions and 
public forums of the MRC and the Marine Stewardship Action Plan. In this new Plan the MRC and support staff would conduct 
three facilitated workshops of stakeholders in Fall of 2017 on the three primary issues for the SRKW: Salmon, Pollution and Vessel 
Traffic.

15,500.00$                  

Initiating Abalone Marine Restoration

In partnership with local implementers, and utilizing existing assessment information the MRC will identify marine restoration 
project to explore the feasibility of recovering Pinto Abalone  (Haliotis kamtschatkana) to the 2-3 sites in the marine environment. 
The work in 2018 will include developing the plans and strategies needed to seek implementation funding from others for 
restoration to proceed in 2019.

2,500.00$                    

Initiating Nearshore Restoration Projects
In partnership with local implementers, and utilizing existing assessment information the MRC will identify restoration projects in 
the nearshore to increase forage fish spawning habitat at two project locations in the nearshore The work in 2018 will include 
developing the plans and strategies needed to seek implementation funding from others for installation in 2019.

4,000.00$                    

Skagit 6500
Operations and Administration 24,000$                        

Salish Sea Stewards

The Salish Sea Stewards is a program of the Skagit MRC that trains and coordinates volunteers in citizen science and marine 
stewardship to support the goals of the MRC, the Northwest Straits Initiative, and the Puget Sound Partnership. The program 
provides 50 hours of classroom and field training that align with specific project training so that volunteers can provide the needed 
support for MRC related projects. In addition to training citizen scientists, the Salish Sea Stewards program also provides 
interpretive skills training for volunteers to learn how to engage the public. Skagit MRC is proposing to continue building on this 
program by partnering with the Coastal Volunteer Partnership to support a full-time volunteer coordinator to train and coordinate 
volunteers and maintain the Salish Sea Stewards website and Volgistics, the online system for reporting and recording volunteer 
hours.

20,500$                        

Kids on the beach

A “pilot” activity that gets school kids (primarily middle-school) on the beach for a variety of “hands on” activities combining 
science and learning. The project will work with two or three schools to plan what might be most appropriate and then conduct 
two or three classroom and field activities to test the plans. A report will discuss the project, the results, and provide plans for 
expanding it if successful.

5,000$                          

Fidalgo Bay Day

Skagit MRC will coordinate with many different organizations to plan and conduct the 15th annual Fidalgo Bay Day, Skagit MRC's 
signature educational event. This one-day event brings the community together to help celebrate Fidalgo Bay with environmental 
educational activities and displays, children's art activities and samples of local seafood. It is a great way to help citizens feel more 
connected to Fidalgo Bay and gain an appreciation of its beauty and diversity. If citizens feel more connected to their marine 
environment, they will more likely be moved to become good stewards to help protect and restore it.

3,000$                          



2016-17 MRC Grant Proposals

Pinto Abalone Monitoring

Since 2009, more than 15,000 Pinto abalone have been introduced to 8 sites (6 in Skagit Co.) within the San Juan Archipelago. 
Skagit County restoration sites include: Burrows Island, Allan Island, and Cypress Island. The most recent outplanting effort 
occurred in 2017. Skagit MRC will partner with the Puget Sound Restoration Fund to monitor growth, survivorship and movement 
of the pinto abalone outplanting effort at the Skagit County restoration sites.

Pinto Abalone Restoration

Outplanting of healthy, genetically diverse hatchery-reared juvenile abalone is a primary recovery tool. 2017 survey results will 
help indicate the level of continued success at ouplant sites in Skagit Co. and how much overseeding will be required to build a 
sustainable abalone population at each of the restoration sites. Skagit MRC will continue to coordinate with the Puget Sound 
Restoration Fund (PSRF) to apply additional overseeding with divers of approximately 1,000 juvenile pinto abalone at the 
restoration sites in Skagit County. Additional seeding at appropriate sites would continue to build a sustainable population here by 
increasing both the density and genetic diversity of abalone on the site. 

Bowman Bay restoration

In 2015, Skagit MRC partnered with the NWSF and State Parks to remove approximately 540 feet of rock armoring from the 
Bowman Bay shoreline, regrade the beach to match the natural contour, add beach nourishment material suitable for forage fish 
spawning, enhance riparian vegetation, and install interpretive signage. The Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group developed and 
implemented the riparian vegetation planting plan and hosted several volunteer planting parties. With the harsh wind and wave 
conditions at this site, the newly planted riparian vegetation has experienced a 50% survival rate. The goal is a 80% survival rate. It 
will take at least five years for the plants to become well established at this site. In order to continue towards establishing a 
healthy riparian habitat, Skagit MRC is proposing to partner with the Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group to recruit and train 
volunteer stewards to replace, maintain, and monitor the plants on a monthly basis.

2,000$                          

Snohomish
Operations and Administration 36,700$                        

Ocean Literacy

The Snohomish County MRC will host ocean literacy film events to inspire and increase local citizen engagement in a time-lapse 
photo monitoring project of Snohomish County nearshore beaches. The project will use the MyCoast website and smart-phone 
companion app to provide an easy and fast platform for people to post photos. Film screenings will provide a pathway for 
engagement, and after each showing there will be a call to action which encourages the audience to take part in a local project.

36,300$                        

18,500$                        



2016-17 MRC Grant Proposals

Whatcom
Operations and Administration 44,820$                        

North Chuckanut Bay Pollution Identification 
and Correction

North Chuckanut Bay is a recreational shellfish area that is closed due to degraded water quality and concerns about septic 
systems in the drainage area. The MRC will work with the Whatcom Co. Health Department, Whatcom Co. Public Works, citizen 
volunteers, and the local community to conduct intensive sampling and community outreach, to continue a Pollution Identification 
and Correction (PIC) project in North Chuckanut Bay, and restore the recreational shellfish area.

3,900$                          

Bull Kelp Monitoring Surveys
The Whatcom MRC will conduct citizen science monitoring of bull kelp using the boat-based protocols developed in 2014 and 
updated in 2016 by the NWSC. This data will help close data gaps on bull kelp presence in Whatcom County.

1,500.00$                    

Aiston Monitoring

The MRC will follow a monitoring plan prepared by the Northwest Straits Foundation as part of the Lummi Island Quarry 
Restoration Project. The project’s goal is to restore and preserve habitat and to provide low-impact recreational opportunities 
through mine reclamation, nearshore restoration, hydrology and stormwater management, and implementation of public use 
access.

2,000$                          

Forage fish monitoring

There is a large regional effort underway to characterize populations of the two species of forage fish that spawn on Puget Sound 
beaches: Pacific sand lance and surf smelt. WDFW is currently conducting wide scale surveys and needs local partners to support 
their efforts and expand the impact of their study. Additionally, the Whatcom MRC is involved with monitoring nearshore 
restoration projects (Aiston Preserve) and forage fish surveys will be part of the
monitoring plan at this site.

2,000$                          

Jerry's Journey

Jerry’s Journey is an education and outreach project that includes the installation of interpretive signs at Birch Bay State Park to 
increase public awareness and understanding of the ecological importance of Birch Bay from historical/cultural, environmental, 
and recreational perspectives, while fostering stewardship and appreciation of our local marine environment and resources. Five 
signs have been developed for this program and are anticipated to be installed in the fall of 2017. The graphic artist is currently 
drafting a sixth (and final) sign which is anticipated to be installed in the Spring of 2018. Prior to the signs being installed (early fall 
2017), a simple survey will be developed to establish baseline levels of knowledge of Birch Bay, its history and ecology. A post 
installment survey will also be developed, using the same questions, to evaluate the effectiveness of the signs (Spring/Summer 
2018).

Public speaker series

The MRC will serve as the lead partner to organize four community events that will contribute to informing citizens about marine 
resources and issues specifically. Potential speaker series event topics include: hatchery management; water conservation; low 
impact development practices; fish toxicity and consumption; cross-border water issues; and ocean acidification.

Community education and outreach

The MRC will participate in community events including, but not limited to, Whatcom Water Week, Birch Bay Beach Day, Taylor 
Shellfest-tival, to provide learning opportunities on local marine resources issues and be viewed as a source of education in the 
community.

North Sound Stewards

The North Sound Stewards is a citizen science program developed by RE Sources for Sustainable Communities in partnership with 
the Whatcom MRC. Participants become a trained citizen scientists who can help contribute to scientific research for the health of 
the Salish Sea.

Olympia oyster restoration

North Chuckanut Bay is an area that has been identified by WDFW for Olympia Oyster restoration. Historic middens indicate past 
populations of Olympic oysters, but none are known to be present today. Seven test plots have been identified by WDFW as areas 
suitable to plant seeded cultch. 3,500$                          
TOTAL 520,430.00$                

18,750$                        



 
 

Commission staff highlights  
July 2017 

 
 
MRC Lead Staff Meeting  
Commission and MRC staff from all seven counties met on July 18 at Padilla Bay.  

 

MRC Grants 

The 2016-17 grants are now in the final quarter, and third quarter invoices now due. Commission staff is working with 
county staff to ensure deliverables are completed and invoices processed quickly. Any amendments needed to revise the 
scope of work or adjust task budgets must be in process as soon as possible. For the 2017-18 grants, review is complete by 
Commission staff and the Science Advisory Committee. A full list of projects is included in the meeting materials for review, 
and proposals are anticipated to be approved by the Commission at the July meeting.  
 
Catch More Crab 
Commission staff is coordinating with Foundation staff (Jason Morgan) and MRC volunteers to support the outreach 
campaign to reduce the loss of recreational crab pots. Commission staff is actively promoting the campaign through social 
media, in addition to the on-the-dock effort in each county.  
 
Eelgrass 
As a result of the recent joint meeting of the Island, Clallam and Jefferson MRCs, multibeam sonar eelgrass mapping may 
expand from Island County to Clallam and Jefferson Counties. Lucas organized a call on July 27 with representatives from 
each MRC and the Department of Natural Resources to discuss site selection and project purpose.  
 
Olympia Oysters 
Lucas wrote and submitted a letter to the Puget Sound Partnership in response to the call for public comments on the 
2018-2022 regional priorities. The letter requested that native shellfish restoration be given a higher preference than 
currently indicated in the draft regional priorities.  
 
Kelp project update 
Lucas is working with volunteer Holly Garland to finish the draft bull kelp condition index protocol. The goal is to field test 
the protocol in late August or September pending review by Tom Mumford and Helen Berry.  
 
Ocean Acidification  
Lucas submitted a proposal for a special session on ocean acidification to the Pacific Northwest Climate conference being 
held in October. The objective of the session is to discuss the ecological, social and management challenges ocean 
acidification presents.  
 



 
 

Commission staff highlights  
July 2017 

 
 
2017 MRC Conference 
The annual MRC conference is scheduled to be held on November 3-4, 2017 at the Sheraton Four Points in Bellingham. A 
survey of potential session topics was sent to all MRC members and Northwest Straits Initiative staff. Results from the 
survey are being evaluated by the planning committee.  
 
Meeting attendance 
On July 11, Rich, Lucas and Caroline attended the Joint MRC meeting.  
July 17, Lucas and Rich attended the WA State Shellfish Initiative meeting in Olympia. 
 
Northwest Straits Initiative – 2016 Annual Report 

A final reminder that the 2016 Northwest Straits Initiative Annual Report is available online, and print copies can be 
provided to MRCs for distribution. Click here to read the full report.  

 
 

http://nwstraits.org/media/2402/nwsi_2016-annual_report.pdf


MRC Monthly Report 
County: Clallam 

Month/Year: July 2017 

Submitted by: Cathy Lear and Helle Andersen 

Membership/Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  None 

Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 

MRC Meeting: The monthly Clallam MRC meeting was held as a joint MRC meeting with Jefferson and 
Island MRCs July 11 in Port Townsend. Discussion topics for the meeting included educational outreach 
and eelgrass protection. Olympia oyster restoration was also on the agenda but we ran out of time.  
More than 45 members and other interested (volunteers and interns) participated in the meeting.  

LIO/ERN Meeting: None 

Sequim City Council Meeting: Jeff Ward and Ed Bowlby gave a presentation to the Council about the 
Clallam MRC at the City Council meeting July 10th. 

Dungeness River Management Team Meeting: Lyn Muench and Helle Andersen gave a presentation 
about Clallam MRC Olympia oyster restoration efforts at the meeting July 12th.  

Funding Updates: (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  None 

Project Updates:  
Educational Outreach: The first weekly intern meeting was held Monday June 26th and since then the 
interns have been working on their respective project:  Kelp Monitoring – Jacob Carleson; Reduce 
People and Dog’s Impacts on Elwha Beach – Waverly Shreffler; Crabber Outreach – Joshua Davis; and 
Shellfish Monitoring at Pillar Point – Seren Weber. Waverly organized a marine debris cleanup event at 
the Elwha Beach after the Fourth of July. About 16 lbs. of marine debris was removed – to our surprise 
there was no firework debris.  

Crabber Outreach: Shannon Weaver and Joshua Davis have been busy performing educational outreach 
to recreational crab fishers after the season opened July 1st. They have been to the west end of Clallam 
County twice covering several of the boat ramps on the way including Freshwater Bay, Pillar Point, Sekiu 
and Neah Bay. They have also visited the boat ramps in Port Angeles and Sequim area. For the 
remainder of the season they will focus on the Sequim – Port Angeles area with the most recreational 
crab fishers. In addition to the educational outreach they have also distributed the crabber outreach kits 
to several stores including Costco, Swains in Port Angeles and Brian’s in Sequim.  Shannon has taken 
numerous pictures which she has shared with NWSC and NWSF. 

Forage Fish Surveys:  The June forage fish sampling events are planned for July 20 at Ediz Hook and 
Lower Elwha Beach and July 21 at Pitship and Old Town. In the month of July the forage fish effort was 
expanded with the two sites at the Lower Elwha Beach. 

Pigeon Guillemot Surveys: The weekly surveys of 10 pigeon guillemot breeding colonies, which were 
initiated in June, continued through the month of July. A total of 19 volunteers are involved in this 
effort. 

Shellfish Sampling at Pillar Point:  Clallam MRC continues to do the bimonthly sampling, June 25 and July 
23, at Pillar Point.  Seren Weber, the summer intern, participated in the first sampling event. 



JCMRC Monthly Report 
 
County:  Jefferson 
Month/Year:  July 2017 
Submitted by:  Cheryl Lowe 
 
Membership/Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights):   
 
Past Meetings & Events:   

• Jefferson MRC hosted a joint meeting of Island, Clallam and Jefferson MRCs on July 11, 2017. 46 
people attended. Clallam had 8 members, 2 staff and 2 interns; Island had 1 staff, 8 members, 
and 2 guests; Jefferson had 16 members, 2 staff and 5 guests attended the meeting.  We shared 
projects, ideas and questions focused on two topics—Education/Outreach and Eelgrass 
Protection strategies. 

• Executive Committee met by conference call on July 19 (Dale, Wade, Jeff, and Cheryl)  
• Jeff and Dale are planning to attend the NWSC July Web-Ex meeting. 
• Crabber Outreach for Jefferson MRC included on face to face contacts/conversations for the first 

two weekends in July at the Port Townsend and Port Ludlow boat launches and materials at 
several fishing supply stores. We had 7 volunteers, talked to 480 people, 20 volunteer hours, 
and handed out over 100 Crabber rack cards and info packets with string, gauges and other 
WDFW info material.  (NOTE:  Funded under NWS Foundation Opportunity Fund, with Program 
Assistant Tim Weissman coordinating.) 

• Cheryl attended MRC staff meeting at Padilla Bay on July 18.  
• MRC staff worked with Lisa on shoreline landowner outreach materials (NWS Foundation 

funding). 
• July 21 is the date for a Jefferson County Library summer STEAM program for kids about 

stewardship of the beach. MRC is assisting WSU Extension volunteers for a guided beach walk at 
Irondale Beach County Park. (Attendance will be reported next month.) 

 
Upcoming Meetings/Events:   

• August MRC meeting is cancelled.  
• Aug 9-10, MRC is collaborating with PTSD Maritime Discovery Program on a 2-day Ocean 

Acidification workshop for teachers, using MRC project sites (rain gardens and Olympia oysters) 
for the field trip components. 

• August 10:  Cheryl will participate in the Northwest Watershed Institute’s Youth Environmental 
Stewardship Program (accredited high school class), inviting students to sign up for volunteer 
shifts or internships with 3 MRC projects for fall 2017. 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  
 No new info. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing projects or any new projects identified): 



1. Monitoring: a) Fort Townsend Restoration: Now recruiting volunteers for FT visitor surveys for 
August. b) Forage Fish Index Site (Adelma Beach):  Monthly monitoring for forage fish 
continues. c) Kelp:  July monitoring foray is planned for July 22.  

2. Rain Gardens: Narrowing down possible Port Hadlock locations. September installation will 
include collaboration with PTSD students.  

3. Education & Outreach:  Planning continues for PT School District’s Maritime Discovery Program 
2-day workshop for teachers on ocean acidification in the classroom in August and MRC’s 
participation in the Wooden Boat Festival. We had nice local coverage in both the PDN and the 
PTLeader about the crabber outreach effort in early July. 

4. Olympia Oyster: (1) Discovery Bay:  Reconnaissance for next year’s permit application for 
enhancement/expansion of Maynard Beach Olympia oyster population took place July 20. We 
are now planning for annual monitoring to be done in late August. (2) Quilcene Bay: No 
updates. 

5. Voluntary No Anchor Zones:  MRC buoy sub-committee has plans to finish putting out most of 
summer navigational buoys for Port Townsend waterfront no-anchor zone, on July 29 or 30, 
after several logistical challenges this year. 

 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc.):    
 
Jefferson MRC’s office is moving at the end of July, along with the rest of the WSU Extension County 
Dept. 
Our new address is 121 Oak Bay Rd, Port Hadlock, WA 98339  
Phone number and email should stay the same. 



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: San Juan 
Month/Year: July, 2017 
Submitted by: Arnie Klaus 
 
Membership/Leadership changes. There are five vacant positions. The MRC has initiated a 
Membership Committee to focus on recruitment and to determine the optimum size of the 
committee. 
 
Events/Meetings The MRC conducted its July 5 meeting addressing issues on the Southern 
Resident Killer Whales, Orcas Landing Exhibit deigns and Public Works construction plans. 
 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
The MRC has formed a Budget Committee to address budget shortfalls and to plan for the next 
budget season. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects.) 
Orcas Landing Experience – 30 % of the invasive species were removed with help from the 
Noxious Weed Control Board and the Youth Conservation Corp. The plan will be to plant native 
species that would be natural to the rocky bald coastal shoreline with exhibits describe their 
niches and role in shoreline ecology. The MRC is planning its first exhibit panel that will be 
funded through the San Juan County lodging tax fund. The Public Works Department is working 
on deck modifications and specifications for an ADA ramp to the site. Public Works was notified 
that half of the $80,000 to construct the ramp will be received from local Lodging Tax Facilities 
Funds, so more funds will be required before proceeding with the project. 
 
Marine Managers Workshop - Workshop results and recommended action are being compiled 
into a final report that will go out to attendees and will be available of the MRC website. 
 
Facebook Campaign – The Facebook campaign will be continuing to conduct interviews with 
marine experts, encourage viewer contributions and promoting the importance of the Marine 
Stewardship Area. 
 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, 
questions to the Commission, etc): San Juan County Council has given direction to the MRC to 
help come up with local actions that can be taken to protect the Southern Resident Killer 
Whales while retaining the economic vitality of the whale watching industry that is a significant 
contributor to the County. A program to begin immediate and plan for long term actions is being 
considered by the County Council for program and budget approval. The MRC is working with 
Soundkeeper, Whale Museum and has met with people at NOAA get the “Be Whale Wise” 
materials to boaters throughout the region. This program aligns with the grant proposal to 
NWSC.  
 
The MRC is working with the San Juan County Conservation District on finding ways to work 
together on shoreline  restoration projects, with an emphasis of County owned shoreline areas 
to set an example by the County. 
 



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Skagit 
Month/Year: July, 2017 
Submitted by: Jamey Selleck/Tracy Alker 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  No changes. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 

• MRC Meeting Highlights– July 13: Marta Green, San Juan County’s LIO Coordinator, gave a 
presentation on their outreach campaign to reduce potential vessel traffic impacts on southern 
resident orcas. They are taking local action to further increase boater awareness by supporting 
the Soundwatch Boater Education Program and their Be Whale Wise program, working with 
WDFW to increase active enforcement, and extending the awareness campaign to Skagit 
County. Salish Sea Steward volunteers and Skagit MRC members plan to distribute ‘Be Whale 
Wise’ brochures to the Port of Anacortes and other local marinas, boat charters, the Anacortes 
Visitors Bureau, and marine supply stores.  Skagit MRC members also discussed the possibility of 
seeking funding to provide ‘Be Whale Wise’ signage at public boat launches and marinas. 

• MRC/NWSC Staff Meeting- July 18:  The following topics were discussed: current regional 
projects and ideas for collaboration; the need for better internal communications regarding 
MRC projects and activities, particularly those projects that are not funded by the Commission; 
MRC Grants and reporting requirements; communicating measureable results and how we are 
making a difference and how our work connects to the bigger picture; collaboration with other 
agencies and organizations to help accomplish regional goals; current and future budget and 
capacity; the Open Public Meetings act; and insurance coverage for MRC members and other 
volunteers. 

• Marine Renewable Energy Seminar Series: August 8, at Padilla Bay (6:30pm-8:30pm); August 15 
at the Olympic Natural Resources Center, Forks (7:00pm-9:00pm); and August 21 at the 
Northwest Maritime Center in Pt Townsend (6:00pm-8:00pm).  Seminars are free and open to 
the public! Learn about the current status of marine energy research, and what forces will shape 
its development, particularly in Washington State. Discuss the environmental, social and 
engineering challenges (and opportunities!), as well as current research to understand and 
proactively address these issues. This series is coordinated by Washington Sea Grant (WSG), in 
partnership with the Northwest Straits Commission and the Skagit, Jefferson and North Pacific 
Coast Marine Resources Committees. 

• Fidalgo Bay Day- August 12: (11:00am-3:00pm) at the Fidalgo Bay Resort (4701 Fidalgo Bay Road 
in Anacortes).  Some of the highlights of this free event include: aquarium touch tank, beach 
seining demonstration, educational displays and activities, kid-friendly crafts and games, 
discovery stations along the Tommy Thompson Trail, passport activities and prizes, 
complimentary samples of local seafood, and Samish no-host BBQ salmon lunch. This year 
visitors and event participants will help create a large mural that will be hung on the wall.  They 
will also get to create luminarias with tea lights for a lighted procession to be held later in the 
day.  Fidalgo Bay Day is Skagit MRC’s signature annual educational event that is primarily 
planned, coordinated, and operated by volunteers and supported by many partners. It is funded 
in part by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency via the Puget Sound Partnership.  This 
year’s event is also funded in part by Shell Puget Sound Refinery through the Friends of Skagit 
Beaches.   

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): No updates 

https://whalemuseum.org/pages/soundwatch-boater-education-program
http://www.bewhalewise.org/
http://www.skagitmrc.org/media/30268/Save-the-Dates-small.pdf
http://www.skagitmrc.org/news-events/2017/06/fidalgo-bay-day/


Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
• Bowman Bay Nearshore Restoration:  A planting party hosted by the Skagit Fisheries 

Enhancement Group was held July 11th.  Beach seining and forage fish surveys continue to occur 
on a monthly basis. The intertidal and woody debris monitoring took place on July 10th.  They 
had a really great turnout of volunteers!  Lots of park visitors were asking questions about the 
monitoring, so it was a great opportunity to do some outreach.  

• Tide Pool Interpretive Sign:  The panel was printed and sign base fabricated and delivered to 
Washington Park in Anacortes. It is anticipated that the sign will be installed by August 15th.  A 
dedicated group of eight Salish Sea Stewards from the class of 2017 is in the process of 
developing a survey to evaluate the effectiveness of the sign. 

• Salish Sea Stewards:  A two page survey was developed and distributed to the 34 new Salish Sea 
Stewards graduates. We received 26 responses which will be used to help develop next year’s 
training program. Volunteers record their hours via Volgistics, the Coastal Volunteer 
Partnership’s (CVP) online hours-tracking and reporting system. As of July 17, 2017, 143 
volunteers reported 14,403 hours of volunteer service. Between April 1 and June 30, 2017, 52 
Volunteers reported over 919 hours just to MRC related projects. Training, volunteer 
opportunities, special events, and social activities are communicated through ‘The 
Wave’, Facebook, Instagram, and the CVP website.  One of the challenges has been in recruiting 
volunteers to help with intertidal monitoring. We think it’s most likely due to the physical 
demands, long hours, and the comfort level of volunteers in species identification.   

• Olympia Oyster Restoration:  Assisted Whatcom MRC with storage of seed bags in Fidalgo Bay.  
Filled oyster cultch bags at Blau Oyster Company.  Retrieved all cultch bags deployed in Fidalgo 
Bay in 2016 and redeployed cultch monitoring bags at the same locations.  Assessed settlement 
densities and oyster sizes in the cultch bags.  Surveyed south Fidalgo Bay for new oyster 
settlement reported in the high channels near Sharp's Corner.  Moved two loads of oyster shell 
from one of the new shell plots to Weaverling Spit to establish test plots for oyster longevity and 
oyster densities.  Monitored oyster densities, recruitment and oyster sizes in the Cap Sante/Sea 
Farers Park area, at Trestle Plot B, and at three of the new shell plots on West March's Point.  
Participated in a comparative study of settlement substrates (shell bags, shell strings and 
ceramic tiles) with Puget Sound Restoration Fund and WDFW.  Participated in a native oyster 
regulatory planning session at the Padilla Bay Reserve.  Worked on data entry and analysis.  
Most of the work was accomplished in conjunction with numerous volunteers. 

• Pinto Abalone Restoration:  The field work is now complete.  The final report will be completed 
by September 30th.   

• Forage Fish Index Site Surveys: Monthly surveys continue at Skagit MRC’s three Forage Fish 
Index sites:  Ship Harbor, Similk Bay on the Swinomish Reservation, and Samish Island.  Surf 
smelt eggs have been observed at the Similk Bay and Samish Island sites, but no smelt eggs have 
ever been found at the Ship Harbor or Samish Island sites.   

• European Green Crab Monitoring:  Monitoring continues. To date, only two green crabs of the 
same cohort have been found in Skagit County.  

• Recreational Crabber Outreach:  Nicole Jordan distributed crabber outreach materials to two 
retailers selling crabbing licenses in Skagit County including: Ace Hardware in Anacortes (500) 
and Holiday Sports in Burlington (300).  In addition, rack cards were distributed to the Port of 
Anacortes (1,000) and Samish DNR (500).  Salish Sea Stewards conducted crabber outreach to 
342 crabbers at boat launches on opening weekend.  They reached over 342 crabbers. Outeach 
packets included a crab gauge, WDFW regulations, escape cord sample, and ‘Catch More Crab’ 
rack cards.  Volunteers documented the comments and questions received and made 
suggestions for improving crabber outreach in 2018.  Articles about the NWSI crabber outreach 
were published in the Anacortes American and the Skagit Valley Herald.  

• Kayak Kelp Surveys: MRC kelp survey volunteers participated in a phone conference with the 
new Kelp Coordinator, Zoey Zilz.  Three new Salish Sea Stewards and volunteers from the 

http://coastalvolunteerpartnership.us10.list-manage.com/subscribe/post?u=939da68c0cf554cbcc3364228&id=9427bffe67
http://coastalvolunteerpartnership.us10.list-manage.com/subscribe/post?u=939da68c0cf554cbcc3364228&id=9427bffe67
https://www.facebook.com/CVPPadillaBay/
https://www.instagram.com/coastalvolunteerpartnership/
http://www.coastalvolunteerpartnership.org/training/
http://www.goanacortes.com/arts_and_community/article_c8e2e034-667c-11e7-b529-eb1fcce6ae04.html
http://www.goskagit.com/skagit/volunteers-educate-crabbers-on-opening-weekend/article_309b8f4c-dd91-5b3f-b713-e142fad85c4b.html


Anacortes Kayak Club will be helping with kelp monitoring this year. With the additional help we 
will be able to increase the number of survey sites to three this year including: Coffin Rock, 
Shannon Point, and Biz Point. Kimberly Cauvel, a reporter with the Skagit Valley Herald, is 
interested in doing a story about the kelp monitoring. 



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Snohomish  
Month/Year: July 2017  
Submitted by: Elisa Dawson and Bob Bernhard 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): 
 
No changes. The Marine Resource Committee (MRC) continues to receive approximately ¼ time of a 
Surface Water Management (SWM) intern, and approximately 5 hours per week from SWM Planner Bob 
Bernhard during the months on June – August 2017.  
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 
The June 30th Northwest Straits Commission meeting was held at the Snohomish County Campus. 
Snohomish County Executive Dave Somers provided opening remarks for the meeting. Paul Clampitt 
presented on the Snohomish County MRC MyCoast app to the Northwest Straits Commission. The 
presentation reviewed the current MyCoast project Snohomish County is working on, which utilizes 
participation from local citizen scientists.  By using the MyCoast app, citizen scientists can easily transmit 
data documented in photographs (e.g., conditions observed) as well photograph properties (e.g., date, 
time, and location).  And although training is still essential to properly use the app, other challenges 
such as participant communication and data management have been eliminated.  . Snohomish County is 
currently using the app to gather information on storm surge, king tides, creosote piling and abandoned 
boat locations, and capturing beach change, which the MRC will be focusing on in the 2017-2018 MRC 
grant.  
 
Elisa Dawson and Debbie Hopkins attended the Shoreline and Coastal Planners Group Summer Meeting 
on July 11. The meeting was on Creating the New Seattle Waterfront. The group met at the Friends of 
the Waterfront Space and heard from speakers from: the Washington Department of Ecology, Friends of 
the Waterfront, Seattle Department of Transportation, NOAA Fisheries, and additional partners on the 
Seattle Sea Wall and Waterfront project. There was discussion on the seawall design, which included 
habitat creation and a pocket beach component. The group also discussed the upland planning and 
design, and had a presentation on the management of public spaces. After lunch, the group took a 
walking tour of the Seattle Waterfront.  
 
Elisa Dawson attended a Kelp Lead Conference call with the new Kelp Coordinator, Zoe, on July 12. Elisa 
provided information on the Snohomish MRC kelp monitoring plan for 2017. The group discussed the 
supplemental kelp condition index which is currently being developed. Once the kelp condition index is 
developed, some MRC kelp beds will be chosen for testing the protocol.  
 
Elisa Dawson, Franchesca Perez, Laura Gurley, and Debbie Hopkins attended the Snohomish County 
Boards and Commissions member training on July 12. Snohomish County is now requiring all county-
appointed board members and commissioners to attend a training. The Boards and Commissions 
Training was designed to ensure that all county board members and commissioners receive current and 
consistent information regarding the Public Records Act, Open Public Meetings Act, the use of county 
issued email accounts, human resources, ethics, and general information about Snohomish County 
Government and its boards and commissions. Trainings are being held once a month through December.  
 



The Snohomish County MRC partnered with 
Snohomish County Beach Watchers for 2017 
Crabber Education on opening weekend July 1 
and 2. Volunteers helped distribute packets, 
containing information and gauges, at the 
Everett 10th street boat launch, Kayak Point 
Park boat launch, and the Edmonds pier and 
boat launch on both days from approximately 
6AM-3PM. Final totals from opening weekend 
were 564 packets were given to crabbers at 
the Everett Boat Launch, 292 at Kayak Point 
Park, and 75 packets at the Edmonds Marina. 
Packets continue to be handed out from the 
Edmonds Marina Visitor’s Center, and 
approximately 100+ additional packets have 
been given to crabbers out since opening 
weekend finished. Total: 1,031 crabber 
education packets handed out in Snohomish 
County.  
Suggestions for next year included lessening 
the amount of plastic wrap in the packets, 
starting as early as 5AM, and ending earlier 
such as 12-2PM. Volunteers also suggested 
keeping the gauges outside of the packet, as 
many crabbers already had the gauges and 
were only interested in the educational 
materials. The MRC discussed future outreach 
efforts to include the distribution of packets 
from vendors whom sell crab pots and licenses.  
 
Elisa Dawson attended the MRC lead staff meeting July 18. MRC staff discussed regional projects and 
collaborations. The group discussed creating an excel spreadsheet of all MRC project to help the 
commission better track all MRC projects, not just the ones funded through NWSC funds. The NWSC 
shared that they have secured $228,000 from the state to be divided up equally among all the MRC's. 
 
The Snohomish MRC had their monthly meeting on July 19.  In attendance were MRC members Sarah 
Brown, Tom Doerge, Michael Ehlebracht, Laura Gurley, Debbie Hopkins, Franchesca Perez, Cathy 
Stanley, Susan Tarpley, and Craig Woman, MRC staff Elisa Dawson and SWM Planner Bob Bernhard.  
Enough MRC members were present to establish a quorum.  Ryan Williams, a Program Integration 
Manager for the Snohomish Conservation District (SCD), was present to discuss obtaining a Letter of 
Support from the MRC.  The letter would be given to the County Council when the SCD presents a 
proposed change in their fees, from an assessment structure to a rates and charges structure.  This 
proposed change would double their fees, approximately.  Mr. Williams presented the proposed fee 
increase during last month’s meeting.  It was determined that a Letter of Support could not be drafted 
by the MRC because the letter would need approval from the County Council, the recipient of the letter.  
The MRC agreed to write a letter supporting the potential for future collaborative efforts with the SCD.  
However, the letter will not include any language supporting an increase in rates and charges.  Susan 
Tarpley briefed the MRC on the Crabber Opening Weekend (July 1 and 2).  Overall, the event was a huge 
success with praise from the public at all three locations—Everett marina, Kayak Point Regional Park and 
Edmonds pier.  Next, Susan summarized the Oil Spill virtual table top exercise hosted by FEMA.  It was 
an online exercise where 12 nationwide regions participated and responded to an oil spill drill.  A similar 



drill would be beneficial for the region and should include the cities of Mukilteo and Edmonds, whom 
did not participate with the FEMA hosted event.  Discussion took place reiterating MRC’s role with oil 
spill response plan and how it does not have resources to coordinate a volunteer response group, as had 
been desired by WSU extension.  Elisa Dawson reminded the members to: take the Board and 
Commissions Training as soon as possible; and set up their county email, verified by sending a test email 
to Elisa.  A quick discussion of next month’s annual picnic was held, reminding everyone of the selected 
location (Boxcar Park at the Everett marina).  Lastly announcements were made for: help at Summer 
Fest to promote armoring removal, future forage fish sampling events, net pen comments from MRC 
groups, and update on the Meadowdale project.                                        
 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
 
No updates at this time.   
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified):  
Nearshore Beach Restoration Project: No updates at this time.   
 
Nearshore Restoration Estuary and Salmon Recovery Program (ESRP) Learning Grant and Forage Fish 
Monitoring: SWM staff continue to work with a team of researchers from the University of Washington 
on the ESRP grant. Elisa Dawson and Tim Keal collected forage fish samples at Howarth Park at site 13 on 
June 27. Samples were delivered to Dan Penttila for analysis. No forage fish eggs were found. This result 
differs from last year at this time, when surf smelt eggs were found during the summer at site 13. The 
monthly sample at the index site were also sampled on June 27 and on July 17. The sample was 
processed using the blue vortex method and delivered to Lucas Hart who will get the sample to WDFW 
for lab processing. The next sample date will be August 17. From August 2017 – February 2018, the MRC 
will take the full range of 18 samples monthly at the nearshore restoration sites.  
 
Storm Surge Monitoring Project: The MRC completed their MRC Grant Task 1.3 – Progress Report, 1.7 – 
Meeting Agendas and Minutes, 1.15 – List of Events, 1.19 – Reports to the Commission, and 1.23 – 
Volunteer Time Tracking. The deliverables were submitted to Sasha on July 6. Estimated financials were 
submitted in the report, and will be updated with final numbers at the end of July. The MRC has begun 
working on the mailer for the September 14, 2017 community update where information from the data 
summary report will be shared with participants and interested public.  
 
Oil Spill Prevention, Preparedness and Response:  Susan Tarpley continues to attend the Local 
Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) meetings. The Oil Spill Subcommittee sent a letter on the 
Stillaguamish GRP update to Ecology on June 15, 2017. The letter was received and the MRC had the 
opportunity to speak with Ecology regarding the comments in late June. Ecology did incorporate some 
of the MRC comments into the revision of the Stillaguamish GRP, through the MRC noted that not all of 
their comments were addressed in the revision. The Oil Spill Subcommittee spoke with the Washington 
State University (WSU) Extension on the WSU Near Term Action to create a regional oil response 
program. WSU has recently received news of potential funding for this NTA. The MRC spoke with Chrys 
regarding their role in the project. At this time, the Oil Spill Subcommittee priorities do not include 
creating and managing a volunteer response team. Instead the MRC is interested in being the agency 
liaison for a program such as the one WSU is working on. The MRC agreed to continue the conversation 
to define their role in the project.   
 
Snohomish Estuary Project:  
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) has provided $50,000 in grant funds through the 
local integrating organization to SWM/MRC.  The Snohomish MRC will match the grant with $30,000 
from the 2017 MRC WO228 budget. Washington Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) is also going 



to match the grant with approximately $20,000-$30,000 or more after the new biennium begins on July 
1.  There’s a chance that the WDNR amount will be much larger but that will not be determined until 
July. The total working budget at this time is approximately $100,000.  The county and WDFW have 
drafted an Interagency Agreement (IAA) which SWM staff have routed to the public attorney’s office 
and risk management.  There was a meeting among the different Snohomish County Departments which 
would be involved in this IAA to discuss the contract on July 6. At the meeting, several questions came 
up and the contract is still under review. It is probable that there will need to be some revisions to the 
contract.  
 
Port Susan: Elisa Dawson is working with Lisa Kaufman and the MRC to see if there is anyone who can 
attend the Warm Beach Summerfest on August 12, 2017 for initial outreach on shoreline armor 
removal. Currently, there isn’t anyone signed up to attend the outreach event. The team continues to 
work on putting together materials for the Storm Surge follow-up workshop, which has been scheduled 
for September 14. This will be used as another opportunity to reach out to landowners in regards to 
armor removal. The MRC needs to check in with Lisa to see if she has already sent out a mailer to 
residents this summer. Ryan Williams, from the Snohomish Conservation District, has attended the June 
and July MRC meetings to discuss ideas.  
 
Kelp Project: The MRC will conduct 1 round of kelp monitoring at all known locations—Meadowdale, 
Mukilteo, and Edmonds Brackett’s landing. The MRC has scheduled August 7-9 for the three locations 
with September 13-15 as the backup date. The MRC will also conduct one day of reconnaissance at Hat 
Island, a location in Snohomish County which hasn’t previously been surveyed for kelp. The 
reconnaissance will use the Tulalip Tribe’s boat, and is scheduled for August 23, and the Tulalips are 
holding August 24 as a backup date. The Snohomish MRC plans to gather data, including GPS data, of 
any kelp found around Hat Island during this reconnaissance. Tom Doerge has been signed up to receive 
kayak safety training on August 6. Lincoln Loehr, previous MRC member who has led this project in the 
past, has agreed to help the Snohomish MRC during the kayak monitoring. Lincoln has attending kayak 
safety courses in the past and is well versed in the data collection methods.  



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Whatcom 
Month/Year:  JULY 
Submitted by:  Austin Rose 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): 
 

• There is currently one MRC vacancy for an Environmental/Conservation interest being widely 
promoted.  One application has been received for that vacancy.  That applicant has been invited 
to attend the August MRC meeting for an introduction. 

 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 

• The next general MRC meeting is Aug 3.  There will be a conference call presentation by Cedar 
Bouta, Department of Ecology, regarding recommendations for managing commercial net pen 
aquaculture.  The MRC provided a comment letter on the new proposed language for WAC 173-
26 in August 2016. 

 
• Whatcom Water Week will occur September 16-23.  Water Week will include a film festival 

featuring: Paddle to Seattle, Sonic Sea, Beyond the Mirage, and Ebb and Flow.  Panelists for 
these films include: Rob Williams, Oceans Initiative; Michael Jasny, NRDC; Karl Kruger (paddle 
boarder involved in the Race to Alaska); and more.  Water Week will also include a photo 
contest open to all photographers.  The theme is “Water – It’s Everybody’s Business,” and we 
are looking for images that convey the role that water plays in the life and culture of Whatcom 
County.  Photographers are encouraged to be creative and include water in all its forms.  Several 
Water Week events will occur across Whatcom County that week.  The MRC will be hosting a 
beach clean up at Locust Beach with the NWS Surfrider on September 16 – International Coastal 
Cleanup Day. 

 
• MRC Staff attended a LIO Staff Team work session on July 19.  The group worked on providing 

local content to the regional near-term action (NTA) solicitation.  NTA owners will develop their 
NTAs to be responsive to the local context of the regional priority. 

 
• MRC Staff and RE Sources staff will be meeting July 28 to discuss the N Sound Stewards program 

and details for the program to officially kick-off next year. 
 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
 
N/A 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 

• August 7 the MRC will host a site visit at N. Chuckanut Bay with regulators who will be involved 
with permits required for Olympia oyster restoration.  Project champions are tentatively 
scheduled to conduct a pre-restoration tidal survey (gathering data on tidal elevation of test 
plots, substrate and species characterization) that same day. 

 
• MRC Staff, Eleanor Hines, and Bob Cecile conducted a bull kelp survey at Alden Bank on June 23.  

A large kelp bed was found, but it was difficult to see given it being early in the season. 
 



• A forage fish survey and a kelp survey will occur on July 25 at the Aiston Preserve.  The MRC 
continues to lead forage fish surveys monthly at Squalicum Beach and Marine Park.   

 
• Photo points were collected at the Aiston Preserve on June 23.  This was the first step in the pre-

restoration monitoring efforts.  The photos will serve as reference points for pre-restoration 
project perspective. Ideally, the points chosen can be replicated during and after construction to 
demonstrate change over time. 
 

• A Speaker Series ad-hoc committee has been meeting weekly to organize the Baker to Bay 
Ecosystem Symposium, which will occur Sept 20-21 at the Ferndale Event Center. This two-day 
event will bring together stakeholders, managers, governments, businesses, community 
members, and scientists to share information about ecosystem recovery actions in Whatcom 
County in a manner that combines and coordinates data/research with community interests and 
needs.  Day 1 is designed for a general audience and will feature talks on “Who We Are”, “What 
is Our Effect on the Ecosystem”, and “What are We Doing to Reconcile Human and Ecosystem 
Needs”.   Day 2 is formatted to share information on science, research, and the application of 
knowledge that will help reconcile human and ecosystem needs and strategies for resource 
management and ecosystem recovery. 

 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc): 
 

• Chris Brown, Bob Cecile, Eleanor Hines, and other community volunteers continue to conduct 
monthly green crab surveys at Drayton Harbor, Post Point, and Chuckanut Bay. 

 
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info): 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 

Photo credit: Eleanor Hines 
RE Sources staff with 7th and 8th grader students using MRC dissecting scope to take a closer look at 
samples 
 



Photo Credit : Eleanor Hines, Conducting bull kelp survey at Alden Bank. 
 
 

           
 
Photo(s) credit: Laura Ward.  Left – MRC members Eleanor Hines and Bob Seaman conducting forage 
fish suvrey with volunteers at Marine Park.  Right – Eleanor Hines and Bob Seaman looking at samples 
under dissecting scope. 
 



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Island 
Month/Year: July 2017 
Submitted by: Anna Toledo 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): None. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 
Meetings 

- A joint meeting of Island, Jefferson, and Clallam County MRCs was held on July 11. Outreach 
strategies and eelgrass monitoring and protection were discussed. 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): None. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 
Forage Fish Monitoring: Regular sampling continues at restoration and index sites. The forage fish team 
is reevaluating the number and frequency of samples conducted at restoration sites.  
 
Pigeon Guillemot Survey: The guillemot survey is underway. A volunteer wrote a blog post about her 
experience with the survey: http://peerspirit.com/community-sit-spots/. 
 
Kelp: Surveying equipment has been purchased, and surveys will begin late July. 
 
Eelgrass: Aerial photography has been completed on Whidbey and Camano. Underwater videography is 
underway at 10 sites.  
 
Seining: A draft report has been developed analyzing the eight years of pre and post restoration data at 
Cornet Bay. Dawn Pucci is reviewing and finalizing the draft. 
 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc): None. 
 
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info): 
 

http://peerspirit.com/community-sit-spots/
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	May Minutes
	UAttendees:
	Commission Members: Nan McKay (Chair), Jamey Selleck (Skagit, Vice Chair), Jerry Masters, Pete Granger (Whatcom-alternate), Ed Adams (Island), Paul Clampitt (Snohomish), Ron Thom, Tom Cowan, Dale Moses (Jefferson), Bob Campbell (Clallam-alternate), Ce...
	Commission Staff: Rich Childers, Nicole Jordan, Sasha Horst, Lucas Hart
	Others in Attendance: Laura Blackmore (Puget Sound Partnership), Austin Rose (Whatcom MRC staff)
	Absent: Sheida Sahandy, Terry Williams, Tom Temple (San Juan), Doug Stark (Whatcom), Alan Clark (Clallam)
	UWelcome and Introductions
	Nan McKay opened the meeting. The Commission approved by consensus Laura Blackmore, Deputy Director for the Puget Sound Partnership, as Commission alternate for Sheida Sahandy.
	The minutes from the April Northwest Straits Commission meeting were approved with one change.
	UNorthwest Straits Commission - committee reports
	UExecutive Committee
	Jamey said the committee discussed the recent trip to Washington DC for Puget Sound Day on the Hill, budget updates and the upcoming MRC grants. The committee also discussed potential presenters for upcoming Commission meetings, including topics for t...
	UScience Advisory Committee
	Ron said the committee welcomed a new member, Hugh Shipman, a Coastal Geologist with the Washington Department of Ecology. Ron Thom and Tom Mumford are developing a two-page document on ecosystem health/condition which will include a conceptual model ...
	UExternal Relations Committee
	Tom Cowan updated on the work of the committee on securing biennial funding for MRCs in the amount of $450,000 from the state legislature.
	 Action: Tom Cowan will update the Commission as information comes available.
	UPuget Sound Day on the Hill
	Rich updated on the recent trip to Washington DC for the Puget Sound Day on the Hill event. He said around 60 people representing the Puget Sound region attended including Rich, Nan, Jerry, Caroline and Ginny. The group met with Senator Patty Murray w...
	MRC reports
	Monthly reports for each MRC are available by visiting this link: 32Thttp://bit.ly/2rIgpiq32T
	Clallam
	Bob Campbell updated on the work of Clallam MRC. Jeff Ward is the new Chair, Brad Collins is the new Vice-Chair, and Peggy McClure is the new alternate MRC member for the City of Sequim. Bob said the MRC is pursuing educational and outreach efforts th...
	Island
	Ed Adams said William Bell joined the MRC in the Port of Coupeville seat and Anna Toledo will be returning from maternity leave in June. The MRC is working on forage fish surveys and have found eggs at Maple Grove. On May 24, the Pigeon Guillemot team...
	Jefferson
	Dales Moses said the MRC has a new seasonal program assistant, Tim Weissman. The MRC is installing their 7PthP rain garden on June 6-7. He said forage fish monitoring is continuing at the Fort Townsend site with a new index site at Adelma Beach. The M...
	San Juan
	San Juan provided a written report. Kendra Smith, the new Environmental Resources Director for San Juan County Public Works, was appointed by San Juan County Council to serve on the Marine Resources Committee. The MRC currently has two vacancies. Mari...
	Skagit
	Jamey Selleck said Dr. Jude Apple, Research Coordinator for Padilla Bay Reserve, is the newest member to the MRC. He said 34 volunteers graduating the Salish Sea Stewards program. Skagit MRC partnered with the Washington Sea Grant to expand European g...
	Snohomish
	Paul Clampitt said Elisa Dawson will be covering for Kathleen while she is out on maternity leave. Washington Dept. of Fish and Wildlife has provided $50,000 in grant funds through the Local Integrating Organizations (LIO) to the MRC to remove derelic...
	Whatcom
	Pete Granger said a speaker from Washington Sea Grant on European green crab presented at their last MRC meeting. Glen Alexander (Alex), former Education Coordinator at Padilla Bay Reserve, was appointed to the MRC to fill a Citizen-at-Large interest ...
	Business items
	Northwest Straits Initiative – 2016 Annual Report
	Sasha reminded everyone that the 32TNorthwest Straits Initiative 2016 Annual Report32T is available.  This year the format is slightly different and includes project tables for each MRC.
	 Action: Commission staff will follow up with MRC staff to identify the number of copies needed for each MRC.
	Ocean acidification symposium report
	Rich and Lucas attended the ocean acidification symposium hosted by the University of Washington on May 22. Lucas is exploring options for the Northwest Straits Initiative to research the impacts of ocean acidification in the Puget Sound area.
	Olympia oyster and Puget Sound Partnership (PSP) Habitat Strategic Initiative
	Lisa Kaufman, Northwest Straits Foundation, is working on creating a protocol specific for MRC oyster restoration projects. Lucas and Rich attended the Strait Ecosystem Recovery Network (ERN) meeting on May 12P Pand advocated for Olympia oyster restor...
	Kelp project update
	Holly Garland, Northwest Straits Foundation intern, is developing a condition index for kelp bed health. She will meet with Tom Mumford and Phil Green to discuss the project and will test a protocol. Gregg Ridder volunteered to take aerial photos for ...
	 Action: Those interested in aerial photos from Gregg should contact Lucas at 32Thart@nwstraits.org32T.
	2017 MRC Conference
	The annual MRC conference is scheduled for November 3-4, 2017 at the Sheraton Four Points in Bellingham. The planning committee includes Rich Childers, Caroline Gibson, Lucas Hart, Nan McKay, Ed Bowlby and Pete Granger.
	Catch More Crab
	Sasha, Nicole, and Jason at the Northwest Straits Foundation are working on the Catch More Crab campaign. Jason has contacted MRCs to determine interest in joining the campaign
	 Action: MRCs interested in joining the campaign should contact Jason at 32Tmorgan@nwstraitsfoundation.org32T.
	Puget Sound Partnership (PSP)
	Laura Blackmore provided an update. The Partnership published 32Ta blog 32Tand hard copy book which includes success stories on restoration throughout Puget Sound. She said 32THouse Bill 112132T was signed into law, which changes the Partnership’s Act...
	 Action: Those with questions on the Puget Sound Action Agenda and/or general PSP questions can contact Laura at 32Tlaura.blackmore@psp.wa.gov32T.
	Round table
	There was no round table discussion.
	Public comment
	There was no public comment
	*The next Commission meeting will be from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM on June 30 at the Snohomish County Campus Building.


	June Minutes
	June 30, 2017–10:00 AM-3:00 PM
	Skykomish Conference Room, Snohomish County Campus, Everett, WA
	Northwest Straits Commission meeting
	UAttendees:
	Commission Members: Nan McKay (Chair), Jerry Masters, Paul Clampitt (Snohomish), Tom Cowan, Dale Moses (Jefferson), Doug Stark (Whatcom)
	Commission Staff: Rich Childers, Nicole Jordan, Sasha Horst, Lucas Hart
	Others in Attendance: Dave Somers (Snohomish County Executive), Caroline Gibson (Northwest Straits Foundation), Jeff Ward, Erin Ryan-Peñuela (Puget Sound Partnership), Sarah Brown, Debbie Watkins, Tom Doerge, Elisa Dawson, Mel Malkoff, Laura Gurley, J...
	Absent: Jamey Selleck (Skagit, Vice Chair), Sheida Sahandy, Terry Williams, Tom Temple (San Juan), Alan Clark (Clallam), Ed Adams (Island), Ron Thom
	UWelcome and Introductions
	Nan McKay opened the meeting and introduced Dave Somers, Snohomish County Executive, including his long background of public service to support Puget Sound recovery. Executive Somers thanked all those involved in the Northwest Straits Initiative for t...
	UMyCoast Mobile App
	Paul Clampitt and Elisa Dawson presented on the 32TUMyCoast appU32T, a system for submitting citizen science data to state and environmental agencies. The app captures reports for king tides, abandoned boats, storm surge, creosote logs and beach chang...
	Northwest Straits Commission - committee reports
	Executive Committee
	Nan said the committee discussed topics for the June Commission meeting and MRC Conference planning committee priorities. Commission staff completed a first round of review on MRC grant proposals and will take the full list to Executive Committee and ...
	External Relations Committee
	Tom reported for the External Relations Committee that $450,000 in state funding for MRCs was approved by the state legislature for the 2017-19 biennium.
	Science Advisory Committee
	Lucas said the committee continued the discussion on ecosystem health/condition from the 2016 retreat. The committee defines “ecosystem health” as the actions that result in measurable improvement of the ecosystem. Ron Thom and Tom Mumford will presen...
	MRC reports
	Monthly reports for each MRC are available by visiting this link: 32Thttp://bit.ly/2uKKpc732T
	Clallam
	Jeff said nearly 100 European Green Crab were found at Dungeness Spit. After two site visits to Dawley Road and Dungeness Farms in May, the MRC compiled the information into a presentation shown to the members at the June MRC meeting. MRC members dete...
	Island
	Elsa said MRC staff member Anna Toledo returned from maternity leave. The seasonal pigeon guillemot surveys began and will continue for 10 to 12 weeks or until the birds depart their breeding colonies. Island, Clallam and Jefferson MRCs plan to host a...
	Jefferson
	Dale said the MRC hosted their second Digging for Dinner event and was featured in the 32TPort Townsend Leader32T. The MRC plans to join the Catch More Crab campaign with MRC volunteers stationed at a few local boat launches for the first two weekends...
	San Juan
	San Juan provided a written report. Site preparation for the Orcas Landing Experience began the last week of June with removal of invasive species by partner organizations. Marine Managers’ Workshop results are being compiled into a final report that ...
	Skagit
	Jay said Hannah Moon, Anacortes Ace Hardware, presented at the recent MRC meeting on their “Orca Friendly” product label campaign to help build awareness about “greener” alternative products–the Commission discussed lack of science behind the labeling...
	Snohomish
	Paul said the MRCs new intern, Tim Keal, will be working on the MRC’s Forage Fish Ecosystem Analysis by compiling the data taken since 2012. The MRC is working on crabber outreach in partnership with Beach Watchers. A letter from the MRC on the Stilla...
	Whatcom
	Doug said the MRC hosted a speaker series event at the Lummi Island Town Hall featuring local experts. At the June MRC meeting, Port of Bellingham staff provided an update on the Bellingham Waterfront improvement projects. MRC member, Chris Brown, is ...
	Public comment
	There was no public comment
	Northwest Straits Foundation (NWSF) update
	Caroline said the NWSF approved their 2017-2018 budget at their June meeting. Heidi Lehman, Administrative Coordinator, left the NWSF mid-June for a new position and Nicole Jordan is now working with the NWSF one day a week as communications coordinat...
	 Action: Please send ideas on venues to roll-out the new film to Caroline at 32Tgibson@nwstraitsfoundation.org32T.
	Near-Term Action (NTA) solicitation process for the 2018 Action Agenda
	Erin Ryan-Peñuela, Ecosystem Recovery Coordinator and Local Integrating Organizations Coordinator at the Partnership, presented on the Near Term Action (NTA) solicitation process for the 2018 Action Agenda. This year there is a single solicitation per...
	Puget Sound Partnership (PSP) update
	Erin said following the passage of HB 1121 in the State legislature this year, the Action Agenda will be now be updated every four years instead of every two years. The Partnership’s State of the Sound report will be out in September. She also said in...
	Western Washington University Salish Sea Studies Institute
	Ginny presented on her new position as Director of the Salish Sea Studies Institute. The Institute is housed on Western Washington University’s campus and is brand new as of June 2017. Ginny’s currently working on building bridges to local partners an...
	Business items
	MRC grants
	The Science Advisory Committee is reviewing the list of projects submitted for the 2017-18 MRC grants. A full list of projects will be sent to Commissioners in July to review and approve at the July meeting.
	#CatchMoreCrab
	Sasha, Nicole, and Jason Morgan at the Northwest Straits Foundation are working on the Catch More Crab campaign to reduce the number of lost recreational crab pots. MRCs are encouraged to contact any of them with questions as crabbing season begins.
	Olympia oysters in the Action Agenda
	Lucas and Rich are in communication with Laura Blackmore of the Puget Sound Partnership and Emily Sanford from the Department of Health and lead for the Action Agenda’s Shellfish Strategic Initiative, about elevating the importance Olympia oyster rest...
	Kelp project update
	Zoe Zilz was hired by the Northwest Straits Foundation in June as the summer kelp coordinator. Lucas is working with Holly Garland, a volunteer from the University of Victoria, on a kelp condition index that can be used in the future to track the heal...
	Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference sessions
	Lucas submitted a session proposal to the Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference that aims to highlight citizen science projects, focusing in particular on data management and effectiveness monitoring methodologies. Jamey and Lucas also submitted a session p...
	Roundtable
	There was no round table discussion.
	*The next Commission meeting will be from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM on July 28 over WebEx.
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