
 
agenda 

 
 

Location:  Big Room at Padilla Bay Reserve, 10441 Bayview Edison Rd. Mount Vernon, WA 98273 
Date/Time: March 30, 2018–10:00 AM-4:00 PM  

 
10:00-10:15 Welcome and introductions 

Approval of January meeting minutes 
Nan McKay, Chair 

10:15-10:45 Hiring Committee Update  

10:45-11:45 Candidate #1  

11:45-12:30 Working lunch  

12:30-1:30 Candidate #2  

1:30-1:45  Break – Reconvene in upstairs conference room  

1:45-4:00 Executive session  

4:00 Adjourn  

 
 



 
minutes 

 
 

January 26, 2018 • 10:00 AM-3:00 PM 
Skykomish Conference Room, Snohomish County Campus, Everett, WA 

Northwest Straits Commission meeting   
Attendees: 
Commission Members: Nan McKay (Chair), Jamey Selleck (Skagit, Vice-Chair), Jerry Masters, Alan Clark 
(Clallam), Elsa Schwartz (Island), Ron Thom, Jeff Taylor (Jefferson), Paul Clampitt (Snohomish), Ken Carrasco 
(San Juan), Bob Cecile (Whatcom), Karin Berkholtz (Puget Sound Partnership-Alternate), Terry Williams 
(Tribal-Alternate) 
 
Commission Staff: Nicole Jordan, Sasha Horst, Lucas Hart 
 
Others in Attendance: Kathleen Pozarycki (Snohomish MRC staff), Sarah Brown (Snohomish MRC member), 
Nate Biletnikoff (Skagit–Alternate), Caroline Gibson (Northwest Straits Foundation), Terry Stevens (Director, 
Padilla Bay Reserve), Jay Krienitz (WA Department of Fish and Wildlife–phone), Theresa Mitchell (WA 
Department of Fish and Wildlife-phone) 
 
Absent: Tom Cowan, Sheida Sahandy (Puget Sound Partnership), Cecilia Gobin (Tribal) 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
Nan opened the meeting and facilitated introductions.  
 
The minutes from the December Northwest Straits Commission meeting were approved as written.   
 
Our Coast Community Film Series  
Sarah Brown, Snohomish MRC Chair, presented on the MRC’s Our Coast Community Film Series. The project 
includes the showing of three ocean themed films, local school outreach and the promotion of the MyCoast 
app for ongoing engagement.  
 Action: For more information check here: http://www.snocomrc.org/   

 
Northwest Straits Commission - committee reports 
 
Executive Committee  
Terry Stevens updated on the hiring process for the Northwest Straits Commission Director position. The 
position announcement for Commission director is available here: https://goo.gl/zqP9rQ. The first review of 
applications will begin after February 16.  
 Action: Those with questions or suggestions on places to post the job announcement can forward it 

on or contact Terry Stevens at terry.stevens@ecy.wa.gov and 360-428-1045.  
 
Science Advisory Committee 
The Science Advisory Committee is working on the next steps of the Net Ecosystem Improvement (NEI) Two 
informational WebEx meetings are open to anyone interested in the project. The first ran on January 24 and 
the next will be February 7 from 2:00-3:00 PM. A temporary part-time Ecosystem Coordinator will be hired in 
the spring to support the Net Ecosystem Improvement project in 2018. 

http://www.snocomrc.org/
https://goo.gl/zqP9rQ
mailto:terry.stevens@ecy.wa.gov
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 Action: Those interested in attending the Net Ecosystem Improvement informational WebEx should 
contact Nicole at jordan@nwstraits.org.  

 
Monthly reports for each MRC are available by visiting this link: http://bit.ly/2EnE8Zo  
 
Clallam  
Alan Clark said Robert Knapp and Chris Burns from Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe will share the role of 
representing the Jamestown Tribe. Bob Campbell resigned and the MRC now has one vacancy. The annual 
HAZWOPER training will be held February 10 in Port Angeles City Council Chambers. The new portable toilet 
and dog waste disposal bin were installed at the West Elwha Beach December 29.  
 
Island 
Elsa Schwartz was appointed as the Commission representative, replacing Ed Adams. Barbara Bennett was 
appointed as Commission alternate and Matt Kukuk was appointed as a new member. Linda Rhodes will 
present at Sound Waters University in February on the kelp project. The MRC is planning a forum for spring 
2018 to focus on failing shoreline infrastructure.  
 
Jefferson 
Jeff Taylor updated on member changes including Ashley Mackenzie and Jackie Gardner (Co-Chairs), Jeff 
Taylor (NWSC Representative) and Sarah Fisken (NWSC Alternate).  MRC member Jeff Taylor organized an 
informal webinar on satellite technology for nearshore monitoring to help develop broader collaborations for 
kelp and other image-based monitoring. 
 
San Juan 
Ken Carrasco said San Juan County Council appointed several new members; Jeff Friedman, Elise DuFour, Carl 
Davis, Christina Koons, Ivan Reiff, and Karin Roemers-Kleven. The MRC is working on an educational video to 
air on the Washington State Ferries which will advertise proper whale watching etiquette.  The two Orcas 
Landing exhibit drafts are now being circulated among MRC members for review and comment. 
 
Skagit  
Jamey Selleck said the MRC recommended to the Board of County Commissioners to appoint Pete Haase to 
the MRC and Lynne Jordan to replace Kit Rawson as the Skagit Land Trust representative on the MRC. 
Monthly surveys continue at Skagit MRC’s three forage fish index sites: Ship Harbor, Similk Bay on the 
Swinomish Reservation, and Samish Island. 
 
Snohomish 
Paul Clampitt said the MRC held elections. The results were; Sarah Brown (MRC Chair), Bob Hillmann and 
Mike Ehlebracht (Co-Vice Chairs). The MRC is working on the next steps on the Snohomish Estuary Project 
which include posting the derelict boats in order to attain possession, and writing a scope of work which will 
be used to attain a contractor. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jordan@nwstraits.org
http://bit.ly/2EnE8Zo
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Whatcom  
Bob Cecile said the MRC held elections. Theresults were: Eleanor Hines (Chair), Kristin Murray (Vice-Chair), 
Bob Cecile (NWSC Representative), Pete Granger (NWSC Alternate Representative). The MRC deployed a 
mussel cage near a storm drain in the Whatcom Waterway as part of the regional WA Department of Fish 
and Wildlife (WDFW) Mussel Watch project. 
 
Public comment  
There was no public comment.  
 
Northwest Straits Foundation (NWSF) update 
The NWSF hired a new Director of Philanthropy, Tarrell Kullaway. The NWSF is accepting applications to the 
MRC Opportunity Fund through February 28. MRCs should consider generating ideas for future projects 
which the NWSF can match to funding as it comes available. 
 Action: Those with input on potential donors, MRC Conference sponsors and fundraising ideas should 

contact Tarrell at kullaway@nwstraitsfoundation.org. 
 

Puget Sound Partnership (PSP) update 
Karin Berkholtz said over 800 Near Term Actions (NTA) were pre-registered in December. For those who pre-
registered, a final NTA proposal is due by March 30, 2018. Puget Sound Legislative updates are regularly 
posted on PSP's website http://bit.ly/2DJ6PPi. A Vital Signs Webinar will be held on Wednesday January 31 
from 10:00 AM-12:00 PM. The primary audience will be the Local Integrating Organizations (LIOs) and Lead 
Entities, but NWSC and MRC staff are invited to call in. 
 
Estuary and Salmon Restoration Program (ESRP) 
Jay Krienitz, WA Dept. of Fish & Wildlife (WDFW), presented on the ESRP small grants program designed to 
support smaller projects, which don’t compete well in large scale restoration grants. A Request for Proposals 
will be put out in mid-February. Theresa Mitchell, WDFW, presented on the Puget Sound Nearshore 
Ecosystem Restoration Project (PSNERP).  
 Action: Those interested in learning more can click here: http://www.pugetsoundnearshore.org/  

 
Electric Boat Propulsion in the Salish Sea  
Ken Carrasco presented on electric marine propulsion. His presentation can be found 
here: http://bit.ly/2GvxctQ.  
 
Business items 
Kelp project update 
Lucas is planning a kelp recovery team workshop on March 20 in Seattle.  
 Action: Contact Lucas at hart@nwstraits.org if interested in more information. 

 
MRC Conference  
2018 is the 20-year anniversary of the Northwest Straits Initiative. The MRC Conference is scheduled for 
November 16-17, 2018. 

mailto:kullaway@nwstraitsfoundation.org
http://bit.ly/2DJ6PPi
https://pspwa.app.box.com/v/VitalSignWebinar2018
http://www.pugetsoundnearshore.org/
http://bit.ly/2GvxctQ
mailto:hart@nwstraits.org
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 Action: Initiative members interested in being involved in generating ideas for showcasing our work 
and celebrating this milestone year can contact Sasha to participate or submit ideas 
to horst@nwstraits.org.  
 

2018 Retreat  
The 2018 Northwest Straits Initiative retreat for members of the Commission and Foundation board will be 
March 1-2 at the La Conner Country Inn.  
 Action: Attendees needing a room should contact Nicole at jordan@nwstraits.org. 
 

 
*The next Commission meeting will be from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM on March 30 over WebEx * 

 
 
 

mailto:horst@nwstraits.org
mailto:jordan@nwstraits.org


 
 

Executive Committee Meeting 
February 5, 2018 • 11:00am-12:00pm 

Conference Call 
 

Committee Members: Nan McKay, Jamey Selleck, Ron Thom, Terry Stevens, Tom Cowan 
Commission Staff/Support: Sasha Horst, Nicole Jordan  
Absent: Paul Clampitt  
 
RFPs for 2018-19 MRC Grants  
Sasha is preparing to send out the 2018-19 Request for Proposals (RFPs) with a goal of sending by March 1. Ron 
suggested incorporating the Net Ecosystem Improvement program into the proposals as a recommended, but not 
required, project criteria. 
 Action: Jamey will provide written feedback on the RFP process from the MRC perspective for Sasha as 

needed through February.  
 Action: Committee members are invited to provide feedback on the draft MRC grant timeline.  

 
Budget update 
 Action: Sasha will work with Nan on drafting a 2018-19 budget. 

 
Peter Murchie at EPA  
Nan said she spoke with Peter Murchie by phone in January regarding ongoing funding for the Northwest Straits 
Commission. Peter encouraged the Commission to continue working closely with the Puget Sound Partnership.  
 Action: Nan will continue to meet quarterly with Sheida Sahandy at the Partnership. Jamey offered to join 

Nan if needed.  
 

Director hiring update  
Terry Stevens said the director position announcement is out. The first round of applicants will be reviewed in 
mid-February with initial interviews in early March.  
 Action: Nicole will work with Terry to coordinate an in-person candidate interview meeting with the hiring 

committee (Paul, Ron, Nan, Tom, Terry, Jamey and Sasha) on March 5 from 10:00 AM-4:00 PM.  
 
Retreat planning update  
Nan said the retreat planning committee is working on the agenda for the retreat, with the second of three 
planning calls complete.  
 Action: Nicole will continue working on logistics and will send out a draft agenda once it is ready.  

 
Strategic planning update  
Nan said the strategic planning committee has held several meetings and will provide a more in depth update at 
the March joint retreat.  
 
Commission member orientation  
 Action: Nicole will coordinate with the La Conner Country Inn to reserve a separate room for a one-hour 

new member orientation.  
 

*The next Executive Committee meeting will be in-person at Padilla Bay all day on March 5* 



MRC Monthly Report 
County: Clallam 

Month/Year: February and March 2018 

Submitted by: Cathy Lear and Helle Andersen 

Membership/Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  At the MRC meeting February 26th Sissi Bruch and Jim 
Moran informed the MRC members that they will be sharing the role of representing the City of Port 
Angeles. At the same time it was announced that Brad Collins, because of his retirement, no longer 
represents the City of Port Angeles. Sissi Bruch volunteered to fill in as Vice-Chair until the annual 
election of official at the May meeting. The position held by Bob Campbell is still vacant. 

Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): On March 6th Commissioner Mark Ozias read 
up a proclamation dedicating the month of March 2018 as Oiled Spill Preparedness Month. Jeff Ward 
received the proclamation and gave a short thank you speech. The proclamation is attached to this 
report and uploaded on CMRC’s website.  

Jeff Ward and Alan Clark participated in the annual NWSC retreat in Padilla Bay. 

MRC Meeting: The meetings were held February 26th and March 19thin the large conference room in the 
Port Angeles Courthouse. Topics on the February agenda included oil spill related NTAs presentation by 
John Cambalik, 2018 NWSF Opportunity Fund application, 2018 summer intern program, NWSC update 
and project updates. Topics on the March agenda included a presentation by John Gussman about the 
use of drones, finalizing the 2018 summer internship program, the upcoming NTA submittal, NWSC 
update and project updates. 

LIO/ERN Meeting:  Jeff Ward participated in the quarterly LIO/ERN meeting February 23rd. Cathy Lear 
participated in the technical task force meeting March 2nd. 

Funding Updates: (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  March 8th 
Clallam MRC submitted a proposal to the MRC Opportunity Fund requesting funds to support two 
crabber outreach interns for the 2018 crabbing season. 

Project Updates:  
Forage Fish Surveys:  The February forage fish sampling took place February 21st at Ediz Hook and Elwha 
Beach and February 20th at Pitship and Old Town. The March forage fish sampling took place March 19th 
at Ediz Hook and Elwha Beach and March 20th at Pitship and Old Town. This was the last sampling to be 
conducted at Pitship and Old Town. The sampling effort will now be conducted at Cline Spit and 
Washington Harbor. Helle Andersen participated in a conference call March 6thwith WDFW, NWSC and 
other MRCs. During the call several topics were covered. For Clallam MRC the main topic was the 
possibility of moving index locations after 18 months of sampling with no detection of eggs. WDFW 
suggested that the proposed new locations be wetted and ok’ed by WDFW before the sampling effort is 
moved.  

Oil Spill Preparedness: The annual HAZWOPER training was held February 10th in Port Angeles City 
Council Chambers. The training was taken by 33 volunteers who received the annually HAZWOPER 
certification. Surfriders provided the refreshments and Clallam MRC helped hosting the workshop. The 
Clallam MRC declared the month of March as oil spill preparedness month and the Clallam County 



Commissioners supported that with signing a proclamation (attached). An oil spill webinar with Linda 
Pilkey Jarvis and Dale Jensen from the Department of Ecology was held March 14, 2018. A total of 18 
community residents participated in the webinar of which five were NWSC or Clallam members and 
staff. Two 8-hr oiled wildlife training are scheduled for March 24th and 31st. The classes will be held at 
the Clallam County Fairgrounds. The flyer for the training is attached. 

Elwha Beach:   After the installation of the Sanikan and dog waste disposal bin Arnold Schouten, Helle 
Andersen and volunteers have been checking the waste facilities every two weeks and picked up dog 
waste on the dike road (about 300 yards). In January and February between 25 and 28 dog poops were 
collected during each survey weighing at about 4.5 lbs. In March the number surprisingly dropped to 6 
with a weight of 0.6 lbs. - hopefully that keeps up. Unfortunately one of our sign had been vandalized 
(broken in half); at the MRC meeting it was decided to replace the broken sign. 

Biotoxin Monitoring: February 7th MRC members and staff had a meeting with the Department of Health 
and CC Environmental Health to talk about the upcoming sampling season. At the meeting staff from 
both the DOH and CCEH thanked the CMRC members for their help last summer and stated the opening 
of the area at Pillar Point was largely due to the MRC effort. At the February 26th MRC meeting it was 
decided to continue the sampling effort during the 2018 summer season. 



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Island 
Month/Year: February-March 2018 
Submitted by: Anna Toledo 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): Kelly Zupich, Michael Bianchi, and Mark Stamey have been 
appointed to the MRC. We still have 2 open seats. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
Meetings:  

- On February 6, Marta Green presented on the San Juan LIO’s Oil Spill Consequence NTA and 
collaboration with IC MRC. The MRC also discussed project planning. 

- On March 6, the MRC discussed project planning and upcoming forums. 
 
Events: 

- The MRC participated with Island County DNR’s display at Sound Waters University. 
- The MRC partnered with Sound Water Stewards and WSU Extension to present the 2018 Jan 

Holmes Island County Coastal Volunteer of the Year award to Sandy Dubpernell at Sound Waters 
University. 

- The MRC is hosting a forum on aging shoreline infrastructure on Whidbey and Camano: 
Shoreline Stewardship: Solutions for Aging Bulkheads, Tidegates and Other Shoreline Structures 

Whidbey 
Saturday, April 21, 9:00am-12:30pm 
Pacific Rim Institute 
180 Parker Road, Coupeville, WA 
 
Camano 
Saturday, April 28, 9:00am-12:30pm 
Utsalady Ladies Aid 
78 Utsalady Rd, Camano Island, WA 

RSVP to Anna Toledo, a.toledo@co.island.wa.us or 360-678-2349 
 

- The MRC is partnering with NWSF on a Shoreline Vegetation Workshop: 
Vegetation Management for Shoreline Landowners 
 Thursday, May 3, 6:00pm-8:00pm 
 Bayview Community Hall 

5642 Bayview Rd, Langley, WA 
 

Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  None. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 
Forage Fish: Monthly monitoring continues at two restoration sites (Cornet Bay and Ala Spit) and four 
index sites (Windjammer, Long Point, Freeland Park, and Glendale). All samples are being sent to WDFW 

mailto:a.toledo@co.island.wa.us


for processing. Ruth is working with two volunteers on Camano to resume surveys at Maple Grove and 
Camano Island State Park. 
  
Kelp: Linda Rhodes presented at Sound Waters University in February, and will be presenting at the 
Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference in April. The project page on the MRC website has been updated to 
include 2017 data and underwater videos! 
 
Eelgrass: The eelgrass team met in February to discuss future plans for eelgrass monitoring. For 2018, 
Gregg Ridder will continue to conduct aerial photography. Albert Foster will conduct sonar at 4 sites, 
and will explore the possibility of sonar by kayak. 
 
Pigeon Guillemot: The guillemot survey team presented a class at Sound Waters University. The team 
recorded two radio shows with Nature Now in Port Townsend to encourage volunteers to participate in 
the guillemot survey. The team met with Sarah Converse from UW who is looking to hire a grad student 
to conduct analysis on the data from the Island, Clallam, and South Sound surveys. 
 
Outreach: The MRC is planning a forum on aging shoreline infrastructure, which will include educational 
presentations, a panel of community members who have worked on innovative solutions to address 
aging shoreline infrastructure needs, and the opportunity for community members to talk with County 
and State agency staff. Dates listed above. 
 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc): None. 
 
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info): 
 
Check out the underwater videos by Linda Rhodes of kelp beds and their inhabitants! 
http://www.islandcountymrc.org/projects/bull-kelp-monitoring/ 

http://www.islandcountymrc.org/projects/bull-kelp-monitoring/


JCMRC Monthly Report 
County:  Jefferson 
Month/Year:  Feb 2018 
Submitted by:  Cheryl Lowe 
 
Membership/Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  

No changes. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights):   
 
Past Meetings & Events:   

• Feb 6, 2018 MRC monthly meeting (20 members/staff and 1 guest attending). Guest speaker 
Donna Frostholm gave the MRC an overview of the proposed changes to the County’s updated 
Critical Areas Ordinance. The meeting agenda also administrative updates, an update from 
Commissioner Dean and a discussion of proposed projects for the NWSF Opportunity Fund. 

• Feb 13, 2018: MRC Shoreline landowner program for Discovery Bay neighborhood (NWSF-
SHARP) with 12 people attending. 

Other Meetings 
• Executive Committee met on Feb 20 
• Feb 1 Chumsortium meeting with Cheryl Lowe in attendance.  
• Feb 7 Jefferson Co Advisory Parks Board meeting where Board approved NTA collaboration for 

armor removal assessment at 4 county parks. 
• Feb 23 Strait ERN LIO meeting 
• Feb 26, 2018: MRC annual presentation to the BOCC. 

 
Upcoming Meetings/Events:   

• March 6 is next Jefferson MRC meeting. Featured speaker is Roma Call from Port Gamble 
S’Klallam Tribe talking about water quality and nearshore concerns related to the draft Pleasant 
Harbor Master Planned Resort proposal now open for public comment. 

• Jeff Taylor is planning to attend the NWSI retreat on March 1-2 
• March 20: Planting party with Friends of Fort Townsend to plant beach grass plugs at Fort 

Townsend restoration area . 
• March 22 (NWSF-funded): Public educational program on Vegetation Management for 

Shoreline Landowners  
 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  
 No new info. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing projects or any new projects identified): 

1. Monitoring: a) Fort Townsend Restoration: Forage fish sampling completed Feb. 20, with 4 
volunteers. b) Forage Fish Index Site (Adelma Beach):  Monthly monitoring completed Feb. 19, 
with 3 volunteers. c) Kelp:  Nothing new to report.  

2. Rain Gardens: No update.  
3. Education & Outreach:   

a. Digging for Dinner dates selected (end of June and late July) for partnering with WDFW.  
b. Outreach Plan finalized. 



4. Olympia Oyster: (1) Discovery Bay:  Revised project map for additional shell placement 
approved by Co-managers and initial contact with Corps of Engineers completed. JARPA 
application is next step. (2) Quilcene Bay: Coordination with PSRF underway, with dates 
selected for low-tide surveys of Quilcene Bay shorelines this summer.  

5. Voluntary No Anchor Zones:   
a. No update this month. 

 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc.):    
 
 
Adelma Beach Forage Fish Monitoring with Troy and Jeff Taylor on a cold morning in February. Photo by 
Al Bergstein. 
 

 



   MRC Monthly Report 

 

County:  San Juan County 

Month / Year:  December 2017 

Submitted By:  Kendra Smith, SJC Environmental Manager 

 

Membership / Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-chair, 
NWSC representative/alternate, staff): 

• Recruitment, interviews and selection of candidates held in December. 
• Coordinator out mid November through January 2nd due to budget limitations 

 

Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from past 
month such as number of participants or highlights): 

• December 6, 2017 Salmon Citizen Advisory Committee and MRC meeting held 
 

Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  

• County funding for Southern Resident Killer Whale efforts supported at just over $40,000 for 2018. 

 

Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 

• Limited due to coordinator absence and end of year activities  
• Planning for retreat in January began 

 

 

 



   MRC Monthly Report 

 

County:  San Juan County 

Month / Year:  February 2018 

Submitted By:  Kendra Smith, SJC Environmental Manager 

 

Membership / Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-chair, 
NWSC representative/alternate, staff): 

• MRC coordinator resigned, new coordinator recruitment initiated 
• Offered new position to Frances Robertson in end of February 

 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from past 
month such as number of participants or highlights): 

• February 7, 2018 Salmon Citizen Advisory Committee and MRC meeting held 
• February 27, Boat Noise Impact Subcommittee met (see update below)  
• February – Communications / Orcas Landing Subcommittee met (see update below) 

Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  

• None 

Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 

• Restoration: Pre-Proposals for nearshore projects approved by Council and submitted to Salmon 
Recovery for consideration of funding 

• Orcas Landing: Continued with sign development, language and discussed need for tribal input 
• SRKW: Subcommittee met and discussed jurisdictional limitations of County re Southern Resident Killer 

Whales, and developed a strategy to advance the Whale Flag concept.  Agreed to advance idea for flag 
funding through the NWS Foundation 

• Misc: Collected mussels and transported to Olympia for stormwater impact study 
• Misc: Review of Marine Stewardship Plan and consideration for an update began 

 



   MRC Monthly Report 

 

County:  San Juan County 

Month / Year:  January 2018 

Submitted By:  Kendra Smith, SJC Environmental Manager 

Membership / Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-chair, 
NWSC representative/alternate, staff): 

• Received 13 applicants, interviewed 11 selected 8 new members (summary below) 
 
Summary of New San Juan County MRC Membership   
Name  Profession/ Occupation Representation/Affiliation 
Carl Davis Media Production, photography, filmmaking At Large 
Christina Koons Retired - Development, Construction Environmental 

Elise DuFour 
Consultant- Communications, Operations, 
Producer Conservation and Environmental 

Ivan Reiff Whale Watch Captain, Owner Affected recreational, economic 

Karin 
Roemers-
Kleven Hospital Consultant (present), Registered Nurse Conservation, At Large 

Jeff Friedman Whale Watch and Wildlife Tour Operator / Owner Affected recreational, economic 
Lovel Pratt Consultant - VITRA and Oil Spill Issues/ Farmer Conservation and Environmental 

Jaclyn Fowler 
Cetacean research, marine mammal policy 
enforcement Conservation and Environmental 

 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from past 
month such as number of participants or highlights): 

• January 3, 2018 Salmon Citizen Advisory Committee and MRC meeting held 
• January 17, MRC Annual Retreat held with the addition of new members, NSWC, and NWS Foundation 

 

Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  

• Pre-Proposal submitted to Marine Mammal Commission grant for Whale warning flag / human behavior 
change project for $17,000 

Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 

• Drafted Letters of Interest for three nearshore restoration projects 
• Participated in SRKW enforcement discussion with State and NOAA  



   MRC Monthly Report 

 

County:  San Juan County 

Month / Year:  March 2018 

Submitted By:  Kendra Smith, SJC Environmental Manager 

 

Membership / Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-chair, 
NWSC representative/alternate, staff): 

• Frances Robertson started March 26 as the new Marine Resources Program Coordinator.  A portion of 
her duties will coordinate the MRC.  

 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from past 
month such as number of participants or highlights): 

• March 7, 2018 Salmon Citizen Advisory Committee and MRC meeting held 
• March 28, Boat Noise Impact Subcommittee scheduled to meet  
• Other Updates of subcommittees pending April 2 meeting 

Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  

• None 

Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 

• Restoration: Contracted Coastal Geologic Services to prepare conceptual packages for nearshore grant – 
full applications 

• Orcas Landing: Continued with sign development, language and discussed need for tribal input 
• SRKW: Submitted grant to NWS Foundation for Whale caution flag and education with support of Skagit 

and Whatcom MRC’s.  Heard we are a finalist for MMC full proposal – only 7 of 77 preproposals were 
selected. 
 



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Skagit 
Month/Year: February - March 2018 
Submitted by: Jamey Selleck/Tracy Alker 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): No Changes. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 

• Feb 8 - MRC Meeting Highlights:  Casey Mclean presented on Sealife Response, Rehab, and 
Research (SR3), a local nonprofit dedicated to advancing the health and welfare of marine 
wildlife in the Pacific Northwest. They are building Washington’s first dedicated marine animal 
rehabilitation and science center, disentangling whales and sea lions and researching important 
issues including killer whale health and Sea Star Wasting Disease.  

• March 8- MRC Meeting Highlights: We did not have a guest speaker.  The main focus of the meeting 
was to discuss project ideas and priorities for the 2018-2019 MRC Grant and the MRC Opportunity 
Funds. The Salish Sea Stewards program also continues to be one of the main topics of discussion.  

• April 26 (5:30-8:00pm) - Mount Vernon High School Science Night:  Betsy Stevenson will be hosting 
the MRC display/activity. 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): No Updates. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 

• Salish Sea Stewards:   30 volunteers registered to take the Salish Sea Stewards training this year! 
Training started on March 20 and will run through May 22, 2018.  Classes are held Tuesdays from 
1:00 p.m. to 5:00p.m. at Padilla Bay.  The speaker schedule is available on the Skagit MRC 
website: www.skagitmrc.org.  Nan McKay, Caroline Gibson, and Morty Cohen presented on the first 
day of class.  Nan and Caroline provided an overview of the history of Puget Sound protection and 
the role of the Northwest Straits Initiative and citizen science and Morty Cohen provided an overview 
of the MRC and Salish Sea Stewards program.  Joan Drinkwin with Natural Resources Consultants, Inc. 
was the contractor selected by the nine member subcommittee to run the Salish Sea Stewards 
training program this year.  Jamey had recused himself from any decisions regarding the contractor 
selection. The subcommittee continues to explore different options to try to come up with a better 
solution to keep this valuable volunteer program going for the long-term. The MRC plans to apply for 
MRC Opportunity funds to facilitate a retreat for the Salish Sea Stewards with the main goal of 
developing a model for a more sustainable program. 

• Bowman Bay Nearshore Restoration:  Nearshore restoration monitoring continues. We are working 
on a contract with the Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group to lead the monthly plant maintenance 
activities at the Bowman Bay restoration site this year.  Volunteers will be recruited and trained to 
help with the monthly maintenance which will mainly consist of weeding and watering. 

• Fidalgo Bay Day: Fidalgo Bay Day will be held September 15 this year at the Fidalgo Bay Resort.  Save 
the Date cards were distributed at the Storming the Sound event in La Conner. Event leads and 
organizations have been contacted and many have already confirmed that they will be participating 
this year. Pete applied for MRC Opportunity funds for Fidalgo Bay Day’s Discovery Passport Activity 
and for a professional display about plastics in marine waters. 

• Kids on the Beach Pilot Project:  Mira Lutz with One Ocean Environmental has been contracted to 
develop and implement the Kids on the Beach Pilot Project this year. Two schools (4 classes, 100 
students) have confirmed that they are on board and excited to participate in this pilot project: 
Conway, 8th grade and Mt. Baker in Mt. Vernon, 8th grade.  The students will be introduced to 
designing a research project, field research techniques, and data analysis. One research aspect will be 

http://www.sealifer3.org/
http://www.sealifer3.org/
http://www.skagitmrc.org/


forage fish spawning success in Fidalgo Bay.  The students will be working in teams.  A science 
symposium will be held for the students to present their research. 

• Olympia Oyster Restoration: Volunteers will be recruited to help with the annual monitoring 
sometime in April during low tide. Additional oyster shell will be distributed on the east side of 
Fidalgo Bay and Weaverling Spit in collaboration with the Puget Sound Restoration Fund and the 
Samish Tribe.  We are also hoping to transfer oysters over to the east side of March’s Point to try to 
establish a reproductive oyster plot in that location.   

• Pinto Abalone Restoration:  The Puget Sound Restoration Fund and the WDFW crews started 
conducting pinto abalone surveys this month. Paul will be going out in the field with the crew during 
some of the monitoring and outplanting excursions.   

• Forage Fish Index Site Surveys:  Monthly surveys continue at Skagit MRC’s three Forage Fish Index 
sites:  Ship Harbor, Similk Bay on the Swinomish Reservation, and Samish Island.  The samples and 
data are sent to the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife for analysis.  MRC member Pete 
Haase participated in the conference call this month with WDFW to talk about the forage fish index 
site surveys. We have ten dedicated volunteers in Skagit County who always show up to help with the 
surveys no matter how bad the weather is.  There was a microscopic analysis training that was 
recently held for volunteers at Padilla Bay. Around 18 volunteers from Skagit and Whatcom Counties 
participated in the training. The intent is to eventually have a few well- trained volunteers take the 
lead on the microscopic analyses.  The WA Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) recently 
bought a microscope for the volunteers to use for egg identification, staging, and analysis. There are 
currently 8 or 9 trained volunteers who really enjoy doing the microscope work, including a Salish Sea 
Steward who spent most of his career working with microscopes. 

• Kayak Kelp Surveys:  It is anticipated that the surveys will start up again this summer. Jamey attended 
the Puget Sound Kelp Recovery Plan Workshop held in Seattle on March 20th. Jamey will provide a 
report on the workshop at the next MRC meeting in April.  



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Snohomish  
Month/Year: February 2018   
Submitted by: Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson  
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): 
 
There have been no staff changes. The MRC has elected their 2018 Executive Team. The 2018 Executive 
Team is as follow: 
 
Chair: Sarah Brown 
Co-Vice Chair: Bob Hillmann 
Co-Vice Chair: Mike Ehlebracht 
NWSC Representation: Paul Clampitt 
NWSC Alternate: Tom Doerge 
Snohomish-Stillaguamish LIO Representative: Paul Clampitt 
Snohomish-Stillaguamish LIO Alternate: Traci Sanderson 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 
The first Our Coast movie night was held on January 29 at Everett Community College. Two Florian 
Graner films were show for the Puget Sound Focus Event, Discovering the Olympic Coast and Return of 
the King. MRC members helped set up the event, serve pizza and popcorn, answered questions at the 
MRC booth, and spoke with guests. There were approximately 50 attendees. Attendees said they heard 
about the event though social media outreach, the newspaper, and posters they had seen posted. 
Florian Graner, Director and Producer for the films was the guest speaker for the event. After the films, 
Florian hosted a great Q&A with the audience. 
 
Elisa Dawson attended a Citizen Science conference call with Sasha Horst, Eric Grossmann, Ian Miller, 
Phillip Dionne, Bridget Trosin and several others to discuss using the MyCoast app. The purpose of the 
call was to talk about the different citizen science efforts going on in the Puget Sound, how the MyCoast 
app is using the app platform to engage audiences, and if it would be possible to utilize the MyCoast app 
for some of these other citizen science efforts. Elisa Dawson gave an overview of the MyCoast app and 
Eric Grossman discussed how it has been utilized for his USGS project. Bridget Trosin will schedule a 
follow up meeting with Elisa this spring to talk about how the app could be used to track King Tides with 
Washington Sea Grant.  
 
The first University of Washington Bothell Our Coast movie night was held on February 7th at Everett 
Community College. Two Florian Graner films were show for the Puget Sound Focus Event, Discovering 
the Olympic Coast and Return of the King. MRC members helped set up the event, serve pizza and 
popcorn, answered questions at the MRC booth, and spoke with guests. There were approximately 40 
attendees. Attendees said they heard about the event though school outreach, the newspaper, and 
posters they had seen posted. Florian Graner, Director and Producer for the films was the guest speaker 
for the event. After the films, Florian hosted a great Q&A with the audience.  
 
The MRC held their annual Retreat on February 9th in place of their regular monthly meeting in February. 
The four hour retreat focuses on the MRC Annual Plan.  In attendance were MRC members Sarah Brown, 
Laura Gurley, Tom Doerge, Michael Ehlebracht, Debbie Hopkins, Traci Sanderson, Franchesca Perez, 



Cathy Stanley, Debbie Hopkins, Bob Hillmann, Craig Wollam, and Paul Clampitt. Susan Tarpley was sick 
and unable to make the meeting. At their Annual retreat, the MRC focused on creating their 2018 
Annual Workplan. The MRC did this by going through each subcommittee with a report from the 
subcommittee lead. Leads for each subcommittee shared lessons learned, challenges and ideas for next 
year in their report.  Elisa Dawson took notes to complete the Annual Work Plan.  
 
Snohomish County held a Shoreline Master Plan Open House for Agency Stakeholders on February 13. 
Kathleen Pozarycki, Elisa Dawson, and Franchesca Perez attended the open house. During the meeting 
Snohomish County staff explain that through using the new understanding of waterbodies, some of the 
smaller lake areas in Snohomish County will now fall under the guidelines for the Shoreline Master Plan. 
Snohomish County is working to align their SMP with guidance from Washington State. The purpose of 
this update is to make small changes to align the Snohomish County SMP with the state and not to do a 
full up[date of the plan.  A new interactive map is also being developed for the Plan, and will be 
available to the public shortly.  
 
The MRC took their monthly forage fish samples on February 20th. Elisa Dawson and Tom Doerge took 
the samples from sites 2, 5, 6, and 9 with the SWM Boat. Cathy Stanley, Bob Hillmann, Debbie Hopkins, 
and Craig Wollam took the Howarth Park sample and index site sample. The Index sample was 
processed using the blue vortex and the sample was delivered to WDFW. The rest of the samples were 
delivered to the Consultant for processing.  
 
Elisa Dawson and Kathleen Pozarycki attended a Sound Conversation event at the Seattle Aquarium on 
February 22nd.  “Chasing Conservation: Climate Impacts on our Ocean” featured Jeff Orlowski, director of 
Chasing Coral and Chasing Ice with special guest Caleb McClennen, vice president for global 
conservation, Wildlife Conservation Society. The event was hosted by Jeff Renner. Kathleen and Elisa 
went with the intention of connecting the Jeff Orlowski to discuss their upcoming screenings of Chasing 
Coral in Snohomish County. The talk show styled conservation event exploring the story of climate 
change as told through the award winning documentaries, Chasing Coral and Chasing Ice. Kathleen and 
Elisa were able to connect with the Chasing Coral Team and will be working on setting up Guest 
Speakers with the team for the April Chasing Coral events.  
 
The MRC partnered with City of Edmonds and WSU Snohomish County Extension Beach Watchers to 
host the annual Edmonds Starlight Beach Walk on Monday February 26th. There were approximately 100 
attendees to the event. The MRC provided hot chocolate and apple cider for participants. MRC members 
and Beach Watchers Susan Tarpley and Craig Wollam volunteered at the event. There were 
approximately 10 other volunteer Beach Watchers who led guests around the beach and in search of 
finding marine life and observing the beach ecology!   
 
The MRC retrieved the mussel cages they installed in December 2017 on February 27th. Mussel cages 
were retrieved from the Port of Everett Fishing Pier, Edmonds Brackett’s Landing, and Meadowdale 
Beach Park. All three mussel watch cages were successful retrieved and Lincoln Loehr delivered the 
three mussel watch cages to WDFW Mussel Watch staff.  
 
The second MRC Our Coast Movie night at Everett Community College was held on February 28th. MRC 
members helped set up the event, serve pizza and popcorn, answered questions at the MRC booth, and 
spoke with guests. There were approximately 60 attendees. Attendees said they heard about the event 
though social media outreach, the newspaper, and posters they had seen posted. Jennifer Plumb, Co-
Director and producer for the film was the guest speaker for the event. After the film Return of the 
River, Jessica hosted a great Q&A with the audience.  
 
 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
 



No updates at this time.   
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified):  
Nearshore Beach Restoration Project: SWM staff continue to monitor erosion at the Howarth Park site.  
 
Nearshore Restoration Estuary and Salmon Recovery Program (ESRP) Learning Grant and Forage Fish 
Monitoring: SWM staff continue to work with a team of researchers from the University of Washington 
on the ESRP grant. Elisa Dawson and MRC volunteers collected forage fish samples on February 20th, 
2018. The index sample was processed using the blue vortex method. The February 20th Index Site 
sample was delivered to Lucas Hart by Paul Clampitt at the NWSC Annual Retreat.  

 
 
 
MRC Grant 2017-2018 Ocean Literacy and MyCoast Monitoring: Through February, the MRC has hosted 
3 of 6 of the movie events. The first set of events for the Puget Sound focus has a good turnout of about 
40-50 people. The second round of movie for Freshwater focus, the MRC increased outreach and had a 
larger turn out to the event. The MRC will continue to increase outreach in preparation for the last 3 
events.  
 



 
 
 
Oil Spill Prevention, Preparedness and Response:  No updates at this time.   
 
Snohomish Estuary Project: Staff continue to work on Derelict Boat Removal Project.    
 
Port Susan: Lisa Kaufman submitted a regional NTA proposal on shoreline armoring. The Snohomish 
MRC has partnered with Lisa’s regional NTA for projects in Port Susan. The MRC submitted two letters of 
support for Shoreline Near Term Projects being submitted by the Northwest Straits Foundation. These 
letters of support are for the Shoreline Armor Reduction Program (SHARP), and a Shoreline Effectiveness 
Monitoring Program. 
 
Kelp Project: Tom Doerge has agreed to be the 2018 kelp lead. Tom will be attending the regional Puget 
Sound Kelp Recovery Plan workshop on March 20th.  With support from NOAA, the Northwest Straits 
Initiative is working alongside numerous partners to develop a Puget Sound Kelp Recovery Plan. Tom 
will represent the Snohomish MRC for this process.  
 
 



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Snohomish  
Month/Year: March 2018   
Submitted by: Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson  
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): 
 
There have been no changes.  
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 
The second MRC Our Coast Movie night at the University of Washington Bothell was held on March 1st. 
MRC members helped set up the event, serve pizza and popcorn, answered questions at the MRC booth, 
and spoke with guests. There were approximately 60 attendees. Attendees said they heard about the 
event though social media outreach, the newspaper, and posters they had seen posted. Jennifer Lundin, 
an Environmental Toxicologist, was the guest speaker for the event. Prior to the film Return of the River, 
Jessica gave a presentation on her Orca Research hosted a great Q&A with the audience.  
 
Elisa Dawson attended a regional Forage Fish call hosted by Lucas Hart on March 6. The call focused on 
answering questions from the MRCs on index site sampling. WDFW staff were on the call to answer 
questions. WDFW mentioned that now is a good time for MRCs to consider changing their index sites if 
samples have been consistently negative on site. The Snohomish MRC will consider changing their index 
site this summer.  
 
The MRC executive team held an MRC Executive Call March 6. For 2018, Sarah Brown will serve as Chair; 
Bob Hillmann will serve as Co-Vice Chair; and Mike Ehlebracht will serve as Co-Vice Chair. Sarah is 
unable to make the May and June meetings, so Mike will lead the May meeting and Bob will lead the 
June meeting. The group also discussed ideas for the consultant budget for 2018. This will be further 
discussed at the March MRC meeting.  
 
The MRC Grant subcommittee held a Film Series Conference call on March 13. During the conference 
call, the team went over the successes and challenges of the last four events, and talked about logistics 
for the future Chasing Coral Events. The team discussed guest speakers for the two events. A Chasing 
Coral team member will be speaking at the April 25th Everett community College Event. Franchesca 
Perez will reach out to a colleague who may be able to speak at the April 22nd event. Outreach will 
continue for the next two events.  
 
Elisa Dawson and Paul Clampitt attended the Snohomish- Stillaguamish LIO Implementation Committee 
Meeting on March 14. First there was a presentation by the UW Climate Impacts Group on a proposal to 
integrate climate change into floodplain management. Next, the meeting focused on NTA refinement. 
Elisa and Paul were able to ask questions on the two MRC NTAs. NTAs are due on March 30th.  
 
The MRC took their monthly forage fish Index Site sample on March 19, 2018. Elisa Dawson and Traci 
Sanderson completed the sample blue vortexing. Traci Sanderson will take a monthly index site sample 
and complete the blue vortexing for April – July. Processed samples will be delivered to WDFW.  
 



 
 
The MRC gave their Annual Report to the Snohomish County Council Public Works Committee on 
Tuesday March 20th, 2018. Chair Sarah Brown and Lead Staff Kathleen Pozarycki gave the presentation. 
Staff Elisa Dawson and MRC members Traci Sanderson, Deborah Hopkins, Laura Gurley, Craig Wollam, 
Paul Clampitt, and Bob Hillmann were present. County Council members were very engaged in the 
presentation, and asked question on kelp data, mussel watch, crabber education, monitoring of 
temperate in Snohomish County marine waters, and more! Watch the Video.  
 
Tom Doerge, Snohomish County Kelp Lead, attended the Puget Sound Kelp Recovery Plan workshop on 
March 20th.  With support from NOAA, the Northwest Straits Initiative is working alongside numerous 
partners to develop a Puget Sound Kelp Recovery Plan. Tom represented the Snohomish MRC at this 
meeting and brought data from the MRCs 2015-2017 monitoring of kelp beds at Meadowdale, Mukilteo, 
and Edmonds.   
 
The MRC held their monthly meeting on March 21, 2018. The four hour retreat focuses on the MRC 
Annual Plan.  In attendance were MRC members Sarah Brown, Laura Gurley, Tom Doerge, Michael 
Ehlebracht, Debbie Hopkins, Traci Sanderson, Franchesca Perez (by phone), Susan Tarpley, Debbie 
Hopkins, Bob Hillmann, Craig Wollam, and Paul Clampitt. Cathy Stanley was unable to make the 
meeting.  
 
MRC Staff met with Washington Sea Grant Staff Bridget Trosin on March 22nd to discuss the MyCoast 
App. Bridget is interested in utilizing MyCoast for the King Tides Program. Elisa showed Bridget how the 
back-page of MyCoast works, and how it organizes data which is easily downloadable and transferrable. 
Bridget thought MyCoast would be a great host for King Tides. MRC staff and Bridget discussed the need 
for funding. Bridget suggested if a longer contract, perhaps 4-5 years, could be drafted and multiple 
agencies contribute towards costs in may help streamline implementing MyCoast.  
 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
 
No updates at this time.   
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified):  

http://snohomish.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=6236


Nearshore Beach Restoration Project: SWM staff are working with the Port of Everett to better 
understand how dredge material could be used to supply beneficial re-nourishment to the Snohomish 
County beach nourishment restoration project sites completed in 2016. When restoration was 
completed in 2016, re-nourishment was known to be needed in approximately 5 years. Snohomish 
County MRC and the Port of Everett submitted a Beneficial Use of Dredged Material Pilot Program 
Proposal to the Army Corps of Engineers to use material dredged regularly from Corps clam shell 
operations in the nearby Snohomish River and be barged to permitted shoreline sites and distributed by 
the Corps for beach nourishment. It would also be possible to use material that is hydraulically dredged 
and then dewatered.  The amount of material desired for beach nourishment may range from 20,000-
70,000 C.Y. depending on the costs, depth and extent of nourishment, grain size, and additional factors 
as determined necessary to meet project goals. The submittal of this proposal is the first step in a 
process to understand if the Snohomish County Beach Nourishment sites could be a possible project for 
the Beneficial Use of Dredged Material Pilot Program.  
 
Nearshore Restoration Estuary and Salmon Recovery Program (ESRP) Learning Grant and Forage Fish 
Monitoring: SWM staff continue to work with a team of researchers from the University of Washington 
on the ESRP grant. ESRP forage fish monitoring season ended February 2018, and will restart August 
2018. Elisa is planning field work days in June with the UW team.  
 
MRC Grant 2017-2018 Ocean Literacy and MyCoast Monitoring: Through March, the MRC has hosted 4 
of 6 of the movie events. The Return of the River Elwha movies had a great turn out and the 
conversations between the guest speakers and audience were engaging. The last two events will host a 
screening of Chasing Coral.  
 
Oil Spill Prevention, Preparedness and Response:  No updates at this time.   
 
Snohomish Estuary Project: Eight derelict boats have been identified for removal by Snohomish County 
Staff working with the Washington Department of Natural Resources. The county is working through a 
Department of Enterprise Services to secure a contractor. Once a contractor is identified, a contract will 
need to be signed through a formal process with the Snohomish County Executive. Concerns were 
identified by risk management prior to posting boats, and Snohomish County staff have worked to 
address concerns. Boats will be posted for removal once a contractor has been identified for the project.  
 
Port Susan: Lisa Kaufman submitted a regional NTA proposal on shoreline armoring. The Snohomish 
MRC has partnered with Lisa’s regional NTA for projects in Port Susan. The MRC submitted two letters of 
support for Shoreline Near Term Projects being submitted by the Northwest Straits Foundation. These 
letters of support are for the Shoreline Armor Reduction Program (SHARP), and a Shoreline Effectiveness 
Monitoring Program. 
 
Kelp Project: Tom Doerge, Snohomish County Kelp Lead, attended the Puget Sound Kelp Recovery Plan 
workshop on March 20th.  With support from NOAA, the Northwest Straits Initiative is working alongside 
numerous partners to develop a Puget Sound Kelp Recovery Plan. Tom represented the Snohomish MRC 
at this meeting and brought data from the MRCs 2015-2017 monitoring of kelp beds at Meadowdale, 
Mukilteo, and Edmonds.   



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Whatcom 
Month/Year:  JANUARY/FEBURARY/MARCH 2018 
Submitted by:  Austin Rose 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): n/a 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 

• MRC Staff and Eleanor Hines attended the Puget Sound Citizen Science Summit on January 25.  
The summit focused on how to integrate citizen science into the work of practitioners, 
researchers, organizations and agencies on advancing Puget Sound recovery. 

 
• Eleanor Hines led a meeting to further solidify the North Sound Stewards plan going into the 

2018-2019 season. RE Sources is working on the communication (and recruitment) aspects, and 
the Whatcom MRC provided input into program design. Cheryl Lovato-Niles (former Whatcom 
County Beach Watchers Coordinator) has joined the team to help ramp up the program. 
 

• Eleanor Hines attended the first workshop to create the NWSI Puget Sound Kelp Recovery Plan 
(March 20). 
 

• Eleanor Hines – presented to a WWU marine conservation class on January 11 on the structure 
on the NWSI, the Whatcom MRC/ReSource North Sound Stewards program, and the Whatcom 
MRC Olympia Oyster project.  Students may be available to help review the Whatcom MRC 
Olympia Oyster Monitoring plan and provide input. 
 

• Eleanor Hines and Bob Cecile presented MRC highlights and accomplishments from 2017 to the 
Whatcom County Council Natural Resources Committee on March 13. 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
 
N/A 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 

• On Feb 25th the MRC retrieved the mussel cage placed near a storm drain in the Whatcom 
Waterway as part of the regional WDFW Mussel Watch project.   The mussels will be sent down 
to WDFW for analysis of PCBs, PBDEs, PAHs, and DDTs.  Data will be shared in a final report 
which will be released in 2019. 
 

• MRC Staff met with Jefferson MRC staff to collaborate ideas for the Whatcom MRC Olympia 
Oyster QAPP/monitoring plan.  MRC Staff have provided the necessary JARPA application to City 
of Bellingham (tideland owners) and Army Corps.  The draft QAPP/monitoring plan will be 
shared with WWU students enrolled in a marine conservation course to help review and make 
suggested edits as the MRC outlines the goals for their project. 

 
• The N. Chuckanut Bay water quality project was combined with the Whatcom County PIC NTA 

and submitted for local review.  The project description includes sediment sampling and 
increased education and outreach.   
 



• MRC Staff, Eleanor Hines, and Whatcom MRC intern Amanda Weiss attended a forage fish 
staging and ID training offered by DNR staff.  It is hoped that Whatcom can begin to add this 
level of analysis of their forage fish survey samples. 
 

• MRC Staff participated in a forage fish conference call with WDFW to help determine next steps 
for the project.  The MRC is considering changing or adding a survey location in the Birch Bay 
area. 
 

• An ad hoc meeting was held on March 21 to discuss the logistics on retrieving the over wintered 
Olympia oysters from Fidalgo Bay and transferring them to N. Chuckanut Bay in mid-May. 

 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc) 
 
 
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info): 
 
 

 
(Photo left) Amanda Weiss looking at forage fish sediment 
sample through scope.  Photo credit: Austin Rose 
 
(Photo below) Bob Seaman and Chris Brown conducting 
forage fish survey at Marine Park. Photo Credit: Trisha 
Patterson 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 
 

Commission staff highlights - March 2018  

 
Kelp project update 
Lucas organized and held a kelp recovery plan workshop on March 20 at the NOAA facility in Seattle. 
Participants included the core planning team along with presenters and other interested individuals, 
including representatives from many MRCs. The workshop was also accessible via WebEx, and there 
were just over 40 people attending in total. A summary and presentations from the workshop are available, 
and the next workshop is anticipated to be scheduled for early summer.   
 
MRC Grants 
Sasha sent the 2018-19 Request for Proposals out to MRC staff on March 16. Commission staff will 
coordinate with MRCs to schedule preliminary consultations, and presentations to the Commission are 
planned for the next in-person meeting in June (Island County).  
 
Forage Fish  
Lucas held a call on March 6 with MRCs and WDFW to discuss the status of the project. The project will 
continue and MRCs may consider exchanging sites that have not contained eggs to those that may have a 
higher likelihood.  
 
Net Ecosystem Improvement 
The Ecosystem Coordinator position was created as a temporary position within Ecology. Dan van Hees 
was selected to fill the position, with a start date of April 2. Lucas will meet with Dan to discuss next steps 
on April 2.   
 
Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference  
Commission staff will be attending the conference, and completed registration for a representative from 
each of the MRCs. All Commission staff will provide support to the conference through contributed hours 
volunteering for session support, social media and other tasks.  
 
Strategic planning  
The strategic planning committee held a call on March 14th to discuss next steps. The NWSI retreat 
highlighted several areas of interest that the Initiative may consider focusing on over the next five years. 
Lucas will summarize outcomes of the retreat and the planning committee will bring ideas to MRC 
meetings for further input in May and June.  
 
 
 



 
 

Commission staff highlights - March 2018  

 
2018 Northwest Straits Initiative Retreat 
The Commission and Foundation Board retreat was held March 1-2. Commission staff will work with Hilary 
to prepare a summary of the actions and next steps that were identified at the retreat.  
 
2018 MRC Conference  
The 2018 MRC Conference is scheduled for November 16-17 at Fort Worden in Jefferson County. Nicole 
has secured the facility as a first step, and in the spring staff will begin planning the conference program.  
 
Meeting attendance 
Lucas attended the March Island and Jefferson MRC meetings. 
Lucas presented on kelp recovery to PSEMP on March 28.  


	3-30-18_FINAL_NWSCAgenda
	Location:  Big Room at Padilla Bay Reserve, 10441 Bayview Edison Rd. Mount Vernon, WA 98273
	Date/Time: March 30, 2018–10:00 AM-4:00 PM

	1-26-18_DRAFT_Minutes
	UAttendees:
	Commission Members: Nan McKay (Chair), Jamey Selleck (Skagit, Vice-Chair), Jerry Masters, Alan Clark (Clallam), Elsa Schwartz (Island), Ron Thom, Jeff Taylor (Jefferson), Paul Clampitt (Snohomish), Ken Carrasco (San Juan), Bob Cecile (Whatcom), Karin ...
	Commission Staff: Nicole Jordan, Sasha Horst, Lucas Hart
	Others in Attendance: Kathleen Pozarycki (Snohomish MRC staff), Sarah Brown (Snohomish MRC member), Nate Biletnikoff (Skagit–Alternate), Caroline Gibson (Northwest Straits Foundation), Terry Stevens (Director, Padilla Bay Reserve), Jay Krienitz (WA De...
	Absent: Tom Cowan, Sheida Sahandy (Puget Sound Partnership), Cecilia Gobin (Tribal)
	UWelcome and Introductions
	Nan opened the meeting and facilitated introductions.
	The minutes from the December Northwest Straits Commission meeting were approved as written.
	UOur Coast Community Film Series
	Sarah Brown, Snohomish MRC Chair, presented on the MRC’s Our Coast Community Film Series. The project includes the showing of three ocean themed films, local school outreach and the promotion of the MyCoast app for ongoing engagement.
	 Action: For more information check here: 32TUhttp://www.snocomrc.org/U32T
	Northwest Straits Commission - committee reports
	Executive Committee
	Terry Stevens updated on the hiring process for the Northwest Straits Commission Director position. The position announcement for Commission director is available here: 32Thttps://goo.gl/zqP9rQ32T. The first review of applications will begin after Feb...
	 Action: Those with questions or suggestions on places to post the job announcement can forward it on or contact Terry Stevens at 32Tterry.stevens@ecy.wa.gov32T and 360-428-1045.
	Science Advisory Committee
	The Science Advisory Committee is working on the next steps of the Net Ecosystem Improvement (NEI) Two informational WebEx meetings are open to anyone interested in the project. The first ran on January 24 and the next will be February 7 from 2:00-3:0...
	 Action: Those interested in attending the Net Ecosystem Improvement informational WebEx should contact Nicole at 32Tjordan@nwstraits.org32T.
	Monthly reports for each MRC are available by visiting this link: 32Thttp://bit.ly/2EnE8Zo32T
	Clallam
	Alan Clark said Robert Knapp and Chris Burns from Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe will share the role of representing the Jamestown Tribe. Bob Campbell resigned and the MRC now has one vacancy. The annual HAZWOPER training will be held February 10 in Port A...
	Island
	Elsa Schwartz was appointed as the Commission representative, replacing Ed Adams. Barbara Bennett was appointed as Commission alternate and Matt Kukuk was appointed as a new member. Linda Rhodes will present at Sound Waters University in February on t...
	Jefferson
	Jeff Taylor updated on member changes including Ashley Mackenzie and Jackie Gardner (Co-Chairs), Jeff Taylor (NWSC Representative) and Sarah Fisken (NWSC Alternate).  MRC member Jeff Taylor organized an informal webinar on satellite technology for nea...
	San Juan
	Ken Carrasco said San Juan County Council appointed several new members; Jeff Friedman, Elise DuFour, Carl Davis, Christina Koons, Ivan Reiff, and Karin Roemers-Kleven. The MRC is working on an educational video to air on the Washington State Ferries ...
	Skagit
	Jamey Selleck said the MRC recommended to the Board of County Commissioners to appoint Pete Haase to the MRC and Lynne Jordan to replace Kit Rawson as the Skagit Land Trust representative on the MRC. Monthly surveys continue at Skagit MRC’s three fora...
	Snohomish
	Paul Clampitt said the MRC held elections. The results were; Sarah Brown (MRC Chair), Bob Hillmann and Mike Ehlebracht (Co-Vice Chairs). The MRC is working on the next steps on the Snohomish Estuary Project which include posting the derelict boats in ...
	Whatcom
	Bob Cecile said the MRC held elections. Theresults were: Eleanor Hines (Chair), Kristin Murray (Vice-Chair), Bob Cecile (NWSC Representative), Pete Granger (NWSC Alternate Representative). The MRC deployed a mussel cage near a storm drain in the Whatc...
	Public comment
	There was no public comment.
	Northwest Straits Foundation (NWSF) update
	The NWSF hired a new Director of Philanthropy, Tarrell Kullaway. The NWSF is accepting applications to the MRC Opportunity Fund through February 28. MRCs should consider generating ideas for future projects which the NWSF can match to funding as it co...
	 Action: Those with input on potential donors, MRC Conference sponsors and fundraising ideas should contact Tarrell at 32Tkullaway@nwstraitsfoundation.org32T.
	Puget Sound Partnership (PSP) update
	Karin Berkholtz said over 800 Near Term Actions (NTA) were pre-registered in December. For those who pre-registered, a final NTA proposal is due by March 30, 2018. Puget Sound Legislative updates are regularly posted on PSP's website 32Thttp://bit.ly/...
	Estuary and Salmon Restoration Program (ESRP)
	Jay Krienitz, WA Dept. of Fish & Wildlife (WDFW), presented on the ESRP small grants program designed to support smaller projects, which don’t compete well in large scale restoration grants. A Request for Proposals will be put out in mid-February. The...
	 Action: Those interested in learning more can click here: 32Thttp://www.pugetsoundnearshore.org/32T
	Electric Boat Propulsion in the Salish Sea
	Ken Carrasco presented on electric marine propulsion. His presentation can be found here: 32Thttp://bit.ly/2GvxctQ32T.
	Business items
	Kelp project update
	Lucas is planning a kelp recovery team workshop on March 20 in Seattle.
	 Action: Contact Lucas at 32Thart@nwstraits.org32T if interested in more information.
	MRC Conference
	2018 is the 20-year anniversary of the Northwest Straits Initiative. The MRC Conference is scheduled for November 16-17, 2018.
	 Action: Initiative members interested in being involved in generating ideas for showcasing our work and celebrating this milestone year can contact Sasha to participate or submit ideas to 32Thorst@nwstraits.org32T.
	*The next Commission meeting will be from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM on March 30 over WebEx *
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