


“Island County had a county commissioner. After about a year and many meetings the 

commission defined a path forward to protect the northern Puget Sound. At that point 

our commissioner asked me to join forces with staff from Ecology and Senator Murray 

and Jack Metcalf’s staff who had been facilitating the creation of a plan to assist them 

in working out the details. It became known as the ‘Kitchen Commission’ charged to 

work out the details of how things would work.”

-Don Meehan, Island County



“The sanctuary concept failed due 
to politicians upset about another 
layer of regulation which 
prompted NOAA to bring 
together a group called the 
Murray-Metcalf Commission. 
The commission included 
representation from the counties 
and environmental groups.” 

-Don Meehan, Island County 
WSU and MRC



“From the very first moment spent at a Northwest Straits meeting I 
could tell that I was interacting with some really smart folks who knew 
how to communicate clearly and how to listen well. In the 8 years I 
was directly involved I can’t recall every not enjoying the mutual 
respect everyone had for each other and the mission of the MRC. It 
bordered on religious.”

-Tom Hoban, Snohomish MRC



“My favorite memory was learning how big a deal derelict fishing 
gear was and working on removing them. It was so inspirational 
from start to finish. The beauty of the initiative is that everyone 
shared credit. We brought so many different people to the table. A 
part of my personal identity is tied to the work I did on with the 
Initiative.”

Duane Fagergren, Northwest Straits Commission



“I like the ground up 
approach of the Initiative –
people with boots on the 
ground. I was born and 
raised around the water –
on it, under it, in it. I had 
the opportunity to see in 
my lifetime how the 
resources were going 
downhill.”
-Joe Schmitt, Clallam 
MRC



“I joined the MRC because I like to volunteer and be part of the 
community, and I wanted to become active in the salmon restoration 
community. I hope by joining that I would expand my knowledge and 
understanding of freshwater salmon habitat.”
- Chris Fairbanks, Whatcom MRC



“I was always interested in the water. I grew up in the Seattle area 
around the Puget Sound. My favorite part of being on the MRC was 
the camaraderie. Everyone pulled together. I remember seeding 
oysters or cleaning up trash after July 4. Everyone was so 
committed. Even outside their comfort zone. Being on the MRC, I 
learned how to run meetings and keep everyone moving forward.”

-Andrew Shogren, Clallam MRC



“I am really proud of the body of people who make this up – in 
the first 4-5 years I was wondering of this would really make a 
difference – but it’s really effective – getting things done – “really 
impressed with how it’s developed and the people involved” – I 
keep wondering if I should step down but I’m just enjoying it too 
much the people involved. There is so much to be proud of”

-Andy Palmer, Jefferson MRC



“Some of the favorite memories are the conferences. 

Bringing everyone together. Beautiful locations and seeing 

everyone gathered – great speakers, breakout sessions, the 

professionalism. Grassroots level doing it right. Always look 

forward to it. Destination travel in our own backyard. Being 

with so many other thoughtful people.”

- Keeley O’Connell, Snohomish MRC





“Being on the MRC was an opportunity to hear 
how other elements of the community were 
addressing marine issues. It was a sounding board, 
a way to inject a tribal view. The MRC was a soft 
landing for dealing with different community 
elements, working with people I wouldn’t have 
normally come across. I really enjoyed bringing 
projects to the tribe. I got to focus on the long-term 
vision and ask: What will it be like for our 
grandchildren?” 

“I would like to see the Northwest Straits model (the 
bottom up approach) become more prevalent.”

-Charlie O’Hara



“I was part of coastal management 
in Alaska. I fell in love with Port 
Townsend because of the weather 
and the sailing. I joined the MRC 
because I liked the idea of an 
organization focused on restoration 
vs. regulation. I’m so proud of the 
work we have done around the 
eelgrass protection zone – the 
whole non-regulatory approach to 
resource management. We are just 
so blessed here to have access to so 
many beautiful beaches!”

-Gabrielle La Roche, Jefferson 
County



“Perhaps the most important effort of the Northwest Straits Initiative in recent 

years has been the initiative to recover abandoned fishing nets and crab pots from 

the Salish Sea. Even with the loss of significant funding, the organization has been 

able to leverage support from other agencies to engage in this critical work. This 

grand experiment in engaging local volunteers to solve marine problems has been 

a success! MRC members are motivated, knowledgeable, and can contribute 

hands-on labor to projects involving the marine environment.” 

-Keats Garman, Whatcom MRC





“I don’t remember why I joined the MRC! Just like everyone, had growing 
concern about rapid development was affecting marine life – and it wasn’t too 
far from home – no need to go to DC or Olympia. Before the MRCs there weren’t 
processes like this locally. By joining, I learned a lot about science and the 
scientific approach, but most importantly, I learned how to communicate 
science to other people. This was almost as important as the science. A lot of 
people don’t understand science – what is the scientific process. Being on the 
MRC gave me an opportunity to teach everyone about the approach to 
monitoring and understanding pollutants.”

-Alan Mearns, Snohomish MRC



“I really like the sea kayak project we are doing now. I know that it’s providing important 
understanding of how the kelp is being impacted by all these things like climate change – yet, 
we get to go out to all these beautiful places on the Salish sea – It’s always wonderful to be 
on the water in a kayak. Being out in a kayak surrounded by water is just so much better 
than on the beach – you see the kelp – sometimes the eagles will land out there, the forage 
fish and the herons. Animals ignore you because you look like you belong there. Maybe you 
are one of the animals that live in the kelp.”

-Judy D’Amore, Jefferson County



“I joined the San Juan County MRC soon 
after its creation. My favorite memories, 
beyond the great work we were doing, are 
of the individuals involved.” 
“Commission meetings were a great blend 
of work, information exchange, friendship, 
and fun. Tom Hoban could make everyone 
laugh! I hope that the Initiative persists 
well into the future and continues to 
inspire stewardship among the residents of 
the Northwest Straits region.”

-Terrie Klinger, San Juan MRC, NW Straits 
Commission



“When the MRC's mussel watch 
program was getting started, 
there was skepticism that citizen 
scientists could do the work, but 
we proved that is not the case.” 

“The role of MRCs and the 
Northwest Straits and MRCs in 
citizen science and education is 
excellent, and they play a key role 
in Puget Sound.” 

– Lincoln Loehr, Snohomish MRC



“Both my wife and I were “raised” at Mission 
Beach on the Tulalip Indian Reservation. Our 
families had a history going back to 1926 there 
and though we were not tribal members we 
were certainly part of that broader community. 
We experienced the World War II times with 
the black outs and no beach fires at night. The 
cabins we lived in had no power or sewer, and 
most of our entertainment centered around the 
beach.” 

“There were 3 fishing resorts within walking 
distance that had boat rentals and small store 
outlets. If you found a nickel in the sand it 
could be redeemed for a popsicle. Big deal! We 
could spend a whole Summer retro fitting a 
derelict row boat into sail boat and then sail 
away to Hat Island for an overnight. That’s 
being a ‘beach kid’.”

- Tom Hoban, Snohomish MRC



“Working on the MRC was a kick-off for 
my career. I felt like I was doing real 
work. People were passionate. I love that 
we bring together all the major players 
and find common ground to get big 
things done. That is such a challenge in 
our region. 

The Initiative has accomplished so much 
more at grassroots level. People with 
passion can get shit done.”

-Keeley O’Connell, Snohomish MRC



I always love the 
conferences because it is a 
meeting of all of these 
wonderful people. Every 
time I go I just think 
“YES!” because they are 
bringing together so many 
different, interesting 
people. 

-Judy D’Amore, Jefferson 
County



“I loved the people involved 
in the process of creating 
the Initiative. The 
friendships, relationships 
which result in major 
accomplishments were my 
favorite part. The derelict 
gear removal program is my 
favorite program.”

“I love the entire region. My 
favorite memory is 
watching the entire SRKW 
pod in the straits. My hope 
is that the NWSI continues 
indefinitely. The need will 
always be there.”
-Kathy Fletcher, Northwest Straits 
Commission



“My favorite memory was monitoring salmon in the Chuckanut Bay salt 
marsh project. As soon as the barrier was removed, we found salmon 
right away.”
-Chris Fairbanks, Whatcom MRC























































In memoriam:

Gary Wood, Island MRC
Sayed El Sayed, Island MRC
Larry Lawson, Jefferson MRC
Robyn du Pre, Northwest Straits Foundation 
Kit Rawson, San Juan/Skagit MRC
Tom Temple, San Juan MRC
Helen Venada, San Juan MRC
Ric Boge, Skagit MRC
Jeanne Robinette, Skagit MRC
Dawn Lawrence, Snohomish MRC
Sally van Niel, Snohomish MRC
Gerald Larson, Whatcom MRC
Ron Akeson, Whatcom MRC
Polly Fischer, Skagit MRC
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