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Side-Scan Sonar Surveys



Gear Removal

• Follow state approved guidelines
• Submit removal plan
• State collection permit
• USFWS collection permit
• Federal exemption
• All gear removed by hand
• Data collection











Reporting, Response, 
and Retrieval Program
• Reporting system in place
• State fishers required to report within 24 hours
• Tribal fishers required to report under NOAA 

harvest rules
• Respond to all reports
• Coordinate with fishers and agencies for 

removal



Derelict Crab Pots

• Estimated 12,000 lost annually
• Pots can fish up to 2.2 years
• 180,000 harvestable crabs lost per year
• User error most common cause



Common User Errors

• Lightweight pots
• Length of line
• Buoys
• Floating line
• Checking tides and currents
• Crabbing in high traffic areas



Developing an Effective 
Outreach Campaign

• Utilize knowledgeable resources available
• Work with target audience to:

• Understand barriers
• Understand motivators
• Develop messaging
• Know where to promote messaging









Crabber outreach videos shared as part of 
this presentation can be viewed online at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=2&v=L_TD8QhxJW4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=2&v=L_TD8QhxJW4


Results

• Reached over 300,000 people 
annually since 2016

• Are we changing behavior?

• 70% of people surveyed say yes





Thank You to our Funders
NOAA
WDFW
Puget Sound Treaty Tribes
USFWS
Dept. of Ecology
WDNR
NFWF
Karakin Foundation
Vincent J Coates Foundation
Puget Sound Anglers
Charlotte Martin Foundation
Everett Community Foundation



Thank You!
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